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Preface |

To Promote the Belt and Road Initiative, Start from Listening

The Belt and Road Initiative put forward by President Xi Jinping received o-
verwhelming responses from the international community. The Initiative had a won-
derful beginning and the great achievements it has made in just 6 years are more
than expected.

The Belt and Road Initiative is guided by the silk principle of “extensive con-
sultation, joint efforts and win-win cooperation” , with main contents of “Five Con-
nectivity” ; achieving policy, infrastructure, trade, financial, and people-to-peo-
ple connectivity. In order to put the silk principle in place, we must give priority to
policy connectivity, connecting the Belt and Road Initiative to related strategies of
other countries. The precondition is to fully understand the strategies, policies and
the heartfelt opinions about the Belt and Road Initiative of other countries con-
cerned. Therefore, to promote the Belt and Road Initiative, we may start from lis-
tening,

After the Initiative was proposed, Sun Chao, the author of this book inter-
viewed dozens of ambassadors and leaders of international organizations. The
achievements of these interviews were published continuously in China Development
Observation, a well-known core magazine of Development and Research Center of
the State Council. Moreover, Sun Chao launched the Belt and Road Ambassador
Interview Program.

The ambassadors’ interviews are of great significance. First, they are authori-
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tative. On behalf of a country, an ambassador’s opinions are not personal but repre-
sent national wills, which are different from the views expressed by experts and
scholars. Through ambassador interviews, we can understand what views a country
holds about the Initiative. Second , they are bilateral. Ambassadors not only under-
stand their countries’ policies but also have a better insight about China and the
Initiative than other officials of foreign countries. At the same time, they undertake
the mission of deepening their understandings of the Belt and Road
Initiative. Therefore, by interviewing ambassadors, audiences will find what these
countries pay attention to. Third, they are vivid. These interviews are all face-to-
face communications rather than dull government documents. Thus, they are vivid
and interesting with distinctive contents.

It is very meaningful for Sun Chao, author of this book to publish these in-
depth interviews. I sincerely recommend this book to all the audience.

This is the preface of the book.

Long Guoqiang
Vice President ( Vice Minister) of
Development Research Center of the State Council

Beijing
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Preface |l

A Healthier and Fairer Globalization

I am privileged to be invited to join the Belt and Road Ambassador Interview
Program, which impressed me a lot. It is inspiring for me to connect my work with
the Belt and Road Initiative.

In China, I believe almost everyone knows this Initiative and it is also quite
well-known abroad. As to the meaning of the Belt and Road Initiative, many schol-
ars and key influencers have conveyed their understandings with extensive and pro-
found discussions. My interpretation does not necessarily have many specialties,
but I want to express my understandings about the Belt and Road Initiative on the
basis of my work.

First of all, on July 21, 2015, New Development Bank (NDB) was officially
open. Its founding members include Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Afri-
ca. Its headquarter is in Shanghai. As a new type of multilateral development bank ,
its mission is to support the construction of infrastructure and sustainable develop-
ment in emerging markets and developing countries. It is committed to alleviating
the financial bottlenecks that they have faced for a long time and providing new im-
petus for the accelerated recovery of the global economy, which is consistent with
the original intention of the Belt and Road Initiative. The NDB hopes to make its
own contribution to the transformation, upgrading, innovation and development in
the China’s real economy.

Second, the Belt and Road Initiative is quite promising and we should take a
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long-term perspective. We cannot simply regard it as an initiative that helps to de-
velop more infrastructures for the countries along the Belt and Road. Under the
framework of it, to achieve the connectivity of infrastructure is the priority, but the
content of it is much more than that. I regard it as a new version of globalization,
one that was put forward by China and that is healthier and fairer. It should be a
critical aspect of the Initiative to consider how to integrate less developed countries
into the globalization process and into global supply chains more deeply through the
implementation of the Initiative. In that case, their own potentials and comparative
advantages can be fully exploited to lift them out of poverty and enable them to
move from low-income to middle-income countries, and then from middle-income
to high-income countries, making their economy and society more developed.
Third, we should rationally deal with the different interpretations of the Belt
and Road Initiative and achieve more international consensus. The Initiative was
put forward by China, but the goal is to promote common development among all
countries. In the early days, China can play a more constructive role in building
the platform. However, in the later stages, the international supports will be
needed. As a global initiative, it can be interpreted differently, but we also need to
have a widely-recognized version at the international level. There are different
interpretations, even some misunderstandings, which is not surprising. However, if
there are negative interpretations, we must do more work and prove our original in-
tentions through facts. The Belt and Road Initiative may bring some tangible bene-
fits to China, but its greater contribution is global, bringing much more benefits to
countries and regions along the Belt and Road. At the same time, in the implemen-
tation of the Belt and Road Initiative, it should be remembered that many countries
along the Belt and Road are less developed countries. Thus, their conditions are
quite different from these of today’s China and it is impossible to transfer all of
China’s experience to these countries. We should understand and respect local

laws, regulations and culture. Meanwhile, we need to take into account some po-
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tential unfavorable conditions and even risks Chinese enterprises and investors are
facing due to different situations in some countries. According to different situations
and conditions, we should come up with different solutions. The implementation of
the Initiative must also bring tangible benefits to the local people. Only in this way
will the general public give sincere and full supports. Of course, this also involves
how to combine strategy and practice. There are similarities and differences in de-
velopment visions between China and other nations, and only to gather more con-
sensus can we bring us all together.

Much of the work of the NDB can contribute to the implementation of the Ini-
tiative. As mentioned in the interview with me, the members of the New Develop-
ment Bank are all big developing countries and play a leading role in their respec-
tive regions. China, in particular, has gone through an important transition from a
planned economy to a socialist market economy, becoming the second largest
economy in the world.

My work experience is precisely the reflection of the vicissitudes of China’s re-
form and opening up over the past 40 years. The first half of my career was in Chi-
na, especially in the Ministry of finance; the latter half was largely in international
organizations, including three institutions; the Asian Development Bank, the
World Bank and the New Development Bank. I have personally experienced the
continuous development of cooperation between China and international institu-
tions. For example, from the late 1980s to the early 1990s, 1 also participated in
the whole process of game from the suspension of loans to sanctions on China and to
restore lending to China by the World Bank. In addition, at the end of the 1990s, at
the instigation of the Dalai clique, some foreign people with ulterior motives took ad-
vantage of poverty alleviation projects in western China to exert pressure on China,
and we faced severe challenges at that time. These challenges have taught me that in
the international institutions, in the area of development particularly, we must have

our own solid technical capacity and foundation, as well as a keen political sensitiv-
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ity, in order to be able to effectively defend our national interests.

Today, China has become one of the most influential and successful countries
in the world. We can also share our effective experience with other countries. From
this perspective, based on some of my experience in international institutions, in-
cluding the World Bank, I feel that the New Development Bank needs to learn
from the successful experience of other mature international institutions and keep
pace with the times. China and other developing countries should be able to explore
new ways, create new platforms and make new achievements in new areas, which
may be an important goal for me personally to serve in the New Development
Bank. I hope I will be able to make the bank a new multilateral international insti-
tution with different features from other banks. It will have its own brand and char-
acteristics, as well as outstanding performance.

The Belt and Road Initiative is inclusive. Readers from various backgrounds
can appreciate the Ambassador Interview, and can be inspired by every decision-
maker at home and abroad. Although the initiative is grand, it is closely related to
our life. China’s development is closely linked to everyone’s life, and even the de-
velopment of the world. This book provides readers and audience with a new per-
spective to observe China and to listen to Chinese stories through voices from vari-
ous countries and fields.

When I was working in Washington D. C. , I knew Sun Chao, the author of the
book. She studied at Harvard University and gained working experiences in different in-
ternational organizations, including the United Nations and the International Monetary
Fund. She is a young professional with international perspectives and practical experi-

ences. | sincerely recommend this book to all the audience at home and abroad.

Zhu Xian
Vice President, COO of the New Development Bank
Shanghai
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The world is entering a new era of uncertainty. The optimistic outlook for
inclusive and high-quality growth coincides with the pessimistic predictions of
many catastrophic conflicts. China’s Belt and Road Initiative is one of the most pro-
found developments that have changed the global geopolitical and economic land-
scape. Like the dramatic changes in history, it is understandable that the interna-
tional responses are diverse. This is especially true for the United States—the
superpower that shaped the international order after World War II. Many business
elites of Wall Street and multinational companies believe that the Belt and Road
provides an important economic opportunity for the world while some policy makers
and opinion leaders in Washington often regard this as the performance of the
“China threat theory. 7 For the world, more international dialogues and broader
global perspectives are greatly needed to understand the concept and operation of
the Belt and Road accurately and comprehensively. Through in-depth dialogues
with ambassadors and global leaders, Sun Chao’s The Ambassadors’ Views on the
Belt and Road Initiative is a masterpiece to enhance international communication

and to avoid misjudgment. Readers from China and overseas can benefit a lot.

Li Cheng
Director and Senior Fellow of the John L. Thornton

China Center, the Brookings Institution
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