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Golden Windows
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There was a small boy living on a farm. He needed to get up before sunrise every morning to start his
chores, resting for a short time, later to do the evening ones.

During sunrise he would take a break and climb up on the fence. In the distance he could see the
house with golden windows. He thought how great it would be to live there. He said to himself, “Some day 1
will go there and see his wonderful place.”

Then one morning his father told him he needn’t do the chores and his father would do them instead.
Knowing that this was his only chance to go out, he took a sandwich and headed across the field towards
the house with the golden windows.

As he got close to the house, he saw no golden windows. There is just an old house with broken down

fence. He went to the door and knocked. A small girl very close to his age opened the door.

He asked her if she had seen the house with the golden windows. The girl said, “Sure, I know.” and
invited him to sit on the porch. As he sat there, he looked back from where he just came. He saw the

sunshine turned the windows on his home to gold.

Words Bank

sunrise n. H 5  fence n. MM, FlH%  distance n. #8777 porch n. ['1JE , iE Ji
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Life Is What We Make It
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Are you dissatisfied with today’s success? It is the harvest from yesterday’s sowing. Do you dream of

a golden tomorrow? You will reap what you are sowing today. We get out of life just what we put into it.

Nature takes on our moods: she laughs with those who laugh and weeps with those who weep. If we
are glad, the very birds sing more sweetly, the woods and streams murmur our song. But if we are sad and
sorrowful, a sudden gloom falls upon nature’s face; the sun shines, but not in our hearts; the birds sing,
but not to us.

The future will be just what we make it. Our purpose will give it its character. Leave all your
discouraging mood behind. Men of hope come to the front.

Words Bank

sow v. FEF, BUA veap v. WLH), K1 mood n. O, TE 4K

weep v. WiiH, RIL murmur v. R gloom n. PEVT, HA WG
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Quote He that would eat the fruit must climb the tree. 212 5 F /% L#
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Think More about What You Have
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We often focus on what we want instead of what we have. It
does not seem to make any difference how much we have. We just
keep enlarging our list of desires, and we remain dissatisfied. We
say to ourselves, “I’ll be happy when this desire is met”, but it
will repeat itself once that desire is met. So, despite getting what
we want, we still remain unhappy. Happiness cannot be found
when we always have new desires.

Luckily, there is a way to be happy. It is to think more about
what we have than what we want. Rather than wishing you were

able to have a vacation in Hawaii, think of how much fun you have

had close to home. The list of possibilities is endless! Each time you notice yourself falling into the “I wish

life were different” trap, take a breath and remember everything that you have to be grateful for. When you

2

focus on what you have, you end up getting more of what you want anyway. If you are grateful for your job
and stop complaining about it, you will do a better job, and probably end up getting a raise. If you focus

on ways to enjoy yourself around home rather than waiting to enjoy yourself in Hawaii, you will end up

having more fun.

Tell yourself to start thinking more about what you have than what you want. If you do, your life will

seem much better than before. For perhaps the first time in your life, you’ll know what it means to feel

satisfied.
Words Bank
focus v. ()5, B4 enlarge v. K, K  desire n. iKE, ZLK
despite prep. R4 trap n. &, B
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Take Time
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Most people are rushing their way through life. They fail to take
<| the time necessary to nurture their relationships, feed their mind,
relax their body or get in touch with their soul’s desire for freedom

and peace.

Life moves forward without stopping one day at a time, and
. there is nothing any of us can do to stop it or slow it down.
We are all getting older every day, but we don’t have to grow
older every day. Taking time to daydream, visit a friend, and watch your children grow, or just work in
your garden is time well -spent. People are always rushing to tomorrow. We are being driven into the future
by faster computers, shorter delivery times, and a general need to have it, do it, and see it all now!

Take time today for yourself. Take time to breathe in life, all of it: its color, smells, tastes, and
sounds. From the smallest, most insignificant event to the things you have taken for granted.

Tomorrow will be here before you know it. Today will be a distant memory before you realize it. We
create our futures and memories in the present. Go through life today, conscious of your surroundings.

Why not take a long weekend walking through nature? There are a lot of lessons that nature can teach

us, if we will only carefully watch and listen.

Today is a gift of life. Live it with thankfulness and don’t let the sun set today without seeing it,



