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Abstract

The problem caused by environment is a practical one which human
being is facing now. It endangers the survival and development of the hu-
man being. An idea of protecting environment was given in the Silent
Spring, published in 1962. Since then, human being has given more at-
tention to environment and achieved a lot in theory and practice. Howev-
er, there is still a trend that environment is deteriorating. To improve
the situation and have a long, sustainable and thorough effect in environ-
ment protecting, a reasonable and effective belief needs to be put for-
ward. Having made a review to the beliefs of environment protecting of
China and western countries, the author thinks that they are reasonable
in certain language situation, however, they are one-sided at the same
time: the beliefs held by western countries are “deep” for their acknowl-
edgement of the life value and rights, but difficulte to be practiced be-
cause of their romance characterized by post-modern; the beliefs held by
China, compared with the former, are not summarized as systematic the-
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ory and therefore shallow, and as a result of that, are not favorable for
environment protecting. It is a main task of significance in practice and
theory to reconstruct a deep belief on a basic ground of philosophy so as to
ensure Chinese people to protect environment in a sustainable and thor-
ough way.

The practice of human being can be described as three types: prac-
tice of technology, of ethic and of culture according to the nature and ba-
sic need of human being. On one hand, from the aspect of an ultimate di-
rection of practice of human being, they can be regarded as three modes
of getting free, or can be extended as three kinds of viewpoints towards
freedom, and on the other hand, there are three kinds of viewpoints to-
wards nature existing in them: mechanic, moral and aesthetic viewpoint
towards nature. There must be an intrinsic pertinence in the practice of
human being between the viewpoint towards freedom and the viewpoint
towards nature. They are corresponding to each other. This is the theo-
retical premise of this paper and also a new angle from which the author
studies the environment problems.

An exploration into the origination of the viewpoint towards nature
showed that it has developed in following forms successively: the fable
viewpoint in the age of barbarism, the organic viewpoint in ancient
times, the religionary theological viewpoint in middle age and the me-
chanic viewpoint in modern time. At the same time, the vicissitudes of
the beliefs of freedom of human being are showing in such a picture:
Prometheus viewpoint towards freedom finally became a dominated one in
industrial age after it was conceived and accepted; correspondingly, Zeus
and Epimethe viewpoints towards freedom were fading out from a domi-
nated one. It was based on Prometheus viewpoint towards freedom in in-
dustrial age that the mechanic viewpoint towards nature was conceived
and became fixed in human mind. As a result of that, ecological crisis
broken out. So the only way to rescue the ecological crisis is to integrate
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the viewpoints towards freedom and nature so as to avoid one-sideness.
Many schools, such as modern organic philosophy, Frankfurt school and
the post-modernism failed in such a fact that they have not transcended
Prometheus viewpoint towards freedom which is the root of the mechanic
viewpoint towards nature. To transcend Prometheus viewpoint towards
freedom, the first thing is to make sure what the other two viewpoints —
Zeus and Epimethe viewpoints towards freedom are with “new enlighten-
ment” . On this foundation and with a standpoint of modern practice phi-
losophy, a new viewpoint towards freedom — a compound viewpoint,
which contains the reasonable kernel of the three viewpoints, will be es-
tablished. And the establishment of the compound viewpoint towards
freedom means that a compound viewpoint towards nature will be-erected
correspondingly. The compound viewpoint towards nature is an idea that
is subject to practice and therefore open. The compound viewpoint to-
wards nature corresponds with the idea of modern value whether in aim,
thinking mode or the state, and has an idiosyncrasy, which is different
from that of the mechanic viewpoint towards nature. Therefore, it means
a new mode of environment protecting: environment protecting is not
simply to protect the environment of material world outside human be-
ing, but firstly to protect the environment of the inner world of human
being. The environment of the material world can be protected well only
after the environment of the inner world of human being is cleaned.

Compared with the beliefs that human being has ever held, the com-
pound viewpoint towards nature is a true deep idea of environment pro-
tecting, because on one hand, it has been established from a reasonable
viewpoint towards freedom and therefore transcended the “shallow” of
the beliefs held by China, on the other hand, it corresponds with the idea
of modern value and has transcended the “deep” of the beliefs held by the
western countries.

Practice is the home of theory. It is a symbol that the practice of en-
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vironment protecting goes to a deep and mature state only after the com-

pound viewpoint towards nature is put into practice.

Key Words: viewpoint towards nature, viewpoint towards free-
dom, life practice of human being, beliefs of environment protecting,

logic of practice philosophy
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