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American humor usually concerns
aspects of American culture, and
depends on the historical and current
development of the country’s culture.
The extent to which an individual
will personally find something
humorous obviously depends on
a host of absolute and relative
variables, including, but not limited
to geographical location, culture,
maturity, level of education, and
context.

American humor might also be
distinguished by its most common
type of humor, for example, more
slapstick and physical comedy. There
is less emphasis on understatement,
and so the humor tends to be more
open; rather than satirizing the social
system through exaggeration.

Candidate for the “founding
father” of American humor is Mark
Twain, the man Ernest Hemingway
credits with the invention of
American literature. Humor began
to emerge in the United States
soon after the American Revolution
in written and spoken form, and
delivery methods have continued to
evolve since then.
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Americans cannot laugh at their
own culture. That deficiency, in fact, is
the defining trait of American culture.

To be precise, the problem is
not that Americans do not like to
laugh at their own culture, but that
they cannot, whether they wish to or
not. At first g/once that seems out of
character. As individuals, Americans
will laugh at themselves all day long.
So much do they love self-deprecating
humaor that few politicians attain
high office without a knack for it. “I
sure hope you guys are Republicans,”
Reagan told the surgeons as they
wheeled him into the operating room
after John Hinckley shot him.

Nevertheless, they cannot laugh
at their culture. Consider American
humor in general: a tell-tale trait of it
is the absence of “American” jokes,
that is, jokes about Americans as such.
Americans tell ethinic jokes, regional
jokes, or generic jokes. But there are
no characteristically American jokes,
for the simple reason that there are no
American characteristics.
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E=H, PRBFRRERIEFIERERIERETEHE got you. HBAI got
youFt REXNMERER? HLuhGHMAZE, tLiE/ERIAVBHEIFE] T /MK
#, TLURELZRE—BGot you! BERE “MMEURTIE! " sER “EHTIE! 7
EHIRSENTEFIThR : Haha... You didn’t get me.

[ SRR
A- Did you see the results? {RE T EIXLER 71537
8- Yeah, you failed again. | am so sorry. 7, RiEE, R,
A- What? Why? | tried so hard. Wait, what are you laughing at? {+47
RAA? BIALE . FF, REMFAR?
8- Haha... got you! I8, {fREXT!

& sEEisTwo

EEAEE, BESHIFNEL, SRRIEI T belly laugh, belly2
A+, BB4belly laughFi2EBMFE, BREEFEIIFE ‘X" 7. EEA
SEWEcomedian ( ZRLER ) ;EMcomedies (ZRI ) , EMI551SThey are so
full of belly laughs. ( BIF G IEAREIIERETFE. )

[ SESHEE
A- Hey, did you watch Johnny Carson last night? 12, {RFEI&ELIEH £7&
TBETE?

5. Of course. How can | miss that? /X7, REARLEITIR?

A | think last night was one of his best shows in a long time. FI{1SHE
I RIX AR LSRR —E8 .
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8- Yeah, he got some great belly laughs trading jokes with his guest
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- Jack, | really can’t understand your

humor.

- It’s true that every culture’s funny

bone is tickled a different way. It’s
hard for you non-Americans to see

why our jokes are funny.

Then how can | doit?

- Humor is based on shared experiences

and background knowledge. If you
know what to look for, you can learn to

appreciate American humor.

What are the basic parts of American
humor?

- The pun, or the play on words. Some

people consider the pun a low form
of humor, but many Americans still
enjoy punishing each other.

- Moreover, | found you like enjoy the

kind of question-and-answer humor.

That’s it.

Where can | dump these white elephants? XLEFTRBHILIIRFREE

We have a female shortage here. H{iliXERLZ A% .
He told a story full of humor before the speech. fth7EiEiaiTiH T
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Americans are known for having
very sensitive noses. In America, “B.0.”
(body odor) is socially unacceptable. For
that reason, Americans consider the use
of deodorant or anti-perspirant a must.
Ladies often add a touch of perfume for
an extra fresh scent. Men may splash
on after-shave /otion or manly-smelling
cologne. Another cultural no-no in
America is bad breath. Americans don’t
like to smell what other people ate for
lunch—especially onions or garlic. Their
solution? Mouthwash, breath mints and
even brushing their teeth after meals.

Grooming and personal hygiene
have been around for ages. It’s hard
to imagine a time when people
weren’t concerned with taking care
of their appearance and their bodies.
Perhaps these practices started when
Adam first took a bath and combed
his hair before going on a date with
Eve. Or maybe they began when Eve
put on some ferbal makeup to make
herself more beautiful. No matter
where they started, grooming and
personal hygiene have become an
important part of everyone’s daily
routine.
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You might think that all
modern societies would have the
same grooming and personal
hygiene practices. After all, doesn’t
everybody take baths? Most people
do recognize the need for hygiene,
which is the basis for cleanliness
and health—and a good way to keep
one’s friends. Grooming practices
include all the little things people
do to make themselves look their
best, such as combing their hair and
putting on makeup. However, while
most modern people agree that
these things are important, people
in different cultures take care of
themselves in different ways.

There used to be an old joke
in America that people should take
a bath once a week, whether they
need one or not. In fact, though,
Americans generally take a bath—or
more commonly, a shower—every
day. But in contrast to some cultures,
most Americans get their shower
in the morning, so they can start
the day fresh. And instead of going
to a beauty parfor for a shampoo,
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many Americans prefer to wash and
style their own hair. So if Americans
have a “bad hair day,” they have no
one to blame but themselves. But

Top2 SEEAL) 5@ | f/ﬁt%é‘t?ﬁﬁﬂ%)

fflIERABHN—XK. MBEEAFR
EEBRERL, IIEREBECHE
SIMBEBAE., FALUEEANRE—
KARRH, BFRTEBCSZINRMA

most people in America do head for

AT EENT . BRAIMBOEEA
BRERERIER R ERT AL
K. &K, HRERADHX.

the beauty parlor or barber shop

occasionally for a haircut, a perm or

just some friendly conversation.

groom ]9 basis ZEfil cleanliness 751 5
shower % parlor & /T shampoo PEA

barber % ifi perm #Z(K) head for iifE ¢
take care of 1 Jii used to iif F5eeeeee instead of T A~ fg&«+----
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EEARET S, BFEEGES—BEEESEFIMNBMIESR “This room is
an absolute armpit!” HSLarmpit ARERE, WETRNEEAMNS, RSHHE
FISIRRGTRZME, FRLUBIERMarmpitRESRIE. SABURSHMS . B
4, EENTEFMTEHERE, WA NBERERRTOERELRNE.

[ SEREEE
A~ Hey, | was just looking for you. 12, FIFEHK{RIE.
B What’s up? {+4%7
~- Do you know where does Noah live? | am gonna return him some
books. {REMEEIAEMEP)LIS? EfEJ LA,

B: Oh god, his room is an absolute armpit. You’ll never wanna go

there again. X, fttAIBEERIFEAMEIE. (RBBEASIEEIBILAY.



