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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

This book presents the memoirs of Marshal Peng
Dehuai, the outstanding general who was one of the
builders of the Chinese Red Army and who served
as Vice-Premier of the State Council and Minister
of Defence until mid-1959. The autobiographical
notes were written in response to interrogations
during the “Cultural Revolution” (1966-76).

In July 1959, Marshal Peng was denounced for a
letter he wrote to Chairman Mao Zedong during
what is known as the Lushan Meeting, an enlarged
:ession of the Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party. In the letter, Mar-
shal Peng pointed out some of the ultra-left mistakes
that occurred during the “Great Leap Forward” in
the national economy and in the establishment of
the people’s communes.

This was followed by the Eighth Plenary Session
of the Party’s Eighth Central Committee in Mount
Lushan, where Peng Dehuai and a few other com-
rades were condemned as a ‘“Right-opportunist anti-
~ Party clique.”

The persecution of Marshal Peng intensified dur-
ing the Cultural Revolution under circumstances that
led to his death on November 29, 1974.

The Cultural Revolution ended in 1976. The Third
Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee
of the Party, held in December 1978, reexamined
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Marshal Peng’s case and reversed the judgement that
had been imposed on him. It exonerated him of all
charges and reaffirmed his contributions to the
Chinese revolution.

‘This English edition is a translation of Memoirs of
Peng Dehuai, published in Chinese in December 1981
by the Beijing People’s Publishing House. It in-
cludes an introduction by the editorial group in
charge of compiling the marshal’s memoirs and a
preface by Yang Shangkun, Vice-Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress and Vice-Chairman of the Military Com-
mission of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China. Marshal Peng’s letter to Chairman
Mao at the Lushan Meeting in 1959 as well as a
record he made of his last talk with the Chairman in
1965 are printed as appendices. '
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Marshal Peng Dehuai with
his signature in Chinese
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The manuscript of the Marshal's Memoirs



At the Hunan Army
Officers’ Academy (1923)

Back in northern Shaanxi after the suc-
cessful Eastern Expedition as the head
of the Red Army's Anti-Japanese Van-
guard Detachment (1936)



At a forward position as
Deputy Commander-in-Chief
of the Eighth Route Army
during the Hundred Regi-
ments Campaign agains
Japanese invaders (1940)

Peng Dehuai (second on the left) at the Qinghuabian front in northern
Shaanxi as Commander of the Northwest Field Army (March 1947)




Greeting Zhou Enlai at Yan'an Airport on his return from Chongging in
the company of Mao Zedong, Zhu De and Liu Shaoqi (January 1946)

Directing an attack on Yichuan County-seat (February 1948)
: w. v
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Walking to the site of the armistice agreement signing in Kaesong, Korea,
as Commander of the Chinese People’s Volunteers (July 28, 1953)



Marshal Peng Dehuai as Minister of Na-
tional Defence on the Tiananmen gate
tower in Beijing on National Day in 1955



At the Wu Family Gar-
den in Beijing's western
suburbs (1964)
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Chatting with people while on an inspection tour in

Pingjiang County, Hunan Province (December 1958)
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