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Preface

The aim of this volume of Methods in Enzymology is to provide a com-
pact collection of methods that are most widely used in hemoglobin re-
search. Hemoglobin is the prototype of a functional protein. Fundamental
aspects of the relationships between structure and function of proteins
have been &lucidated by studies on hemoglobin. Also, many of the
methods applied to its study are widely employed in protein and enzyme
chemistry. These considerations and the important role played by hemo-
globin and myoglobin in biochemistry, physiology, pathofogy, and clinical
medicine should make this volume of value to researchers in many disci-
plines.

The Editors have encouraged the contributors to address methodgfogi-
cal and techni¢al subjects specifically pertaining to hemoglobin research.
The general approach has been te stress recently developed methods and
to omit those of mainly historical interest. Readers interested in the his-
torical aspects of hemoglobin methodology may enjoy reading the Appen-
dix **On Methods™ in Barcroft: ‘“The Respiratory Function of Blood™
(Cambridge University Press, 1914) and the part devoted to hemoglobin
in Peters and Van Slyke: ‘‘Quantitative Clinical Chemistry’’ (London,
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox, 1931).

The Editors wish to thank the contributors for their cooperation and
the staff of Academic Press for their assistance and help. Special thanks
are also due the Editors-in-Chief of Methods in Enzymology for having
suggested and encouraged the preparation of this volume.

ERALDO ANTONINI
LuiGt Rossi-BERNARDI
EMiLiA CHIANCONE
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