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Mike Farquharson-Roberts holds a PhD in
Maritime History from the University of Exeter.
He previously had a long and distinguished career
in the Royal Navy.

“This book is essential and enjoyable reading for anyone who wants to
understand the nature of the truly global war fought beyond the trenches
of the Western Front. Insightful, authoritative and digestible, it opens
a window onto the Royal Navy’s vital but largely unseen work: from
executing the strategic economic blockade which tied a noose around the
neck of the Kaiser’s Germany, to the little known but significant contribu-
tion of the Royal Naval Division in the land war. It also shines a penetrat-
ing spotlight on the Royal Navy’s innovation, people and organisation,
as well as the unfolding revolution in its battle space, as submarines

and aircraft emerged to transform warfare at sea, and from the sea.’

Admiral Sir George Zambellas KCB DSC ADC DL
First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staff
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Series Foreword

The Royal Navy has for centuries played a vital if sometimes misunder-
stood or even at times unsung part in Britain’s history. Often it has been
the principal — sometimes the only — means of defending British interests
around the world. In peacetime the Royal Navy carries out a multitude of
tasks as part of government policy — showing the flag, or naval diplomacy
as it is now often called. In wartime, as the senior service of Britain’s armed
forces, the navy has taken the war to the enemy, by battle, by economic
blockade or by attacking hostile territory from the sea. Adversaries have
changed over the centuries. Old rivals have become today’s alliance part-
ners; the types of ship, the weapons within them and the technology — the
‘how’ of naval combat — have also changed. But fundamentally what the
navy does has not changed. It exists to serve Britain’s government and
its people, to protect them and their interests wherever they might be
threatened in the world.

This series, through the numerous individual books within it, throws
new light on almost every aspect of Britain’s Royal Navy: its ships, its
people, the technology, the wars and peacetime operations too, from the
birth of the modern navy following the restoration of Charles II to the
throne in the late seventeenth century to the war on terror in the early
twenty-first century.

The series consists of three chronologically themed books covering
the sailing navy from the 1660s until 1815, the navy in the nineteenth
century from the end of the Napoleonic Wars, and the navy since 1900.
These are complemented by a number of slightly shorter books which
examine the navy’s part in particular wars, such as the Seven Years’ War,
the American Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars, World War I, World War IT

and the Cold War, or particular aspects of the service: the navy and empire,
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the Women’s Royal Naval Service, the Royal Marines, naval aviation and
the submarine service. The books are standalone works in their own right,
but when taken as a series present the most comprehensive and readable

history of the Royal Navy.

Duncan Redford
National Museum of the Royal Navy

The role in Britain’s history of the Royal Navy is all too easily and too
often overlooked; this series will go a long way to redressing the balance.
Anyone with an interest in British history in general or the Royal Navy in

particular will find this series an invaluable and enjoyable resource.

Tim Benbow

Defence Studies Department,
King’s College London at the
Defence Academy of the UK
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