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FILE NO.: 326 Report by J. B. Alexander

RE H SAKAI, Tadamasa STATUS: Pending
(Count)

DATE : 12 January 1946

The following information is reflected in a report
compiled by the Special Intelligence Unit, Counter-Intelligence
Service, under Lieutenant Colonel Davia;:

"Born 1893; member of the House of Peers 1923;
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Abe Cabinet, 1939-40;
Chairmen of the Imperial Agriculture Association 1940; /
Director of the Imperial Rule Assistance Political Societ

1942-4k; Vice President of the House of Peers, October I9Lk.

Count SAKAI has beezﬁong associated with the Fascist
organization KRENKEI GAKUIN“( Institute of the Golden Pheasant)
of which he is the chief patron. It had important influence on
senior bureaucrats, politicians and officers. This society,
though not large in number, was an institute where Fascist- .
minded intellectuals developed their theories on Japanese
politics. Count SAKAI was the liaison between the Imperial
Rule Assistance Political Society end the KENKYU KAI, an
important political bloc within the house of Peers.

As a Fascist politician of high posts and long record,
and as director of the IRAPS, Count SARKAI should bes arrested
and detained,

Subject qualifies under Parasgraph 7b of the Joint
Staff Basic Directive for Post Surrender Military Government
in Japan Proper of 3 November 1945%.

PENDING.

COPIES: . 3 File 32677
1 File 250



Fili: 2 2. 6 REPORT BY: D. L. Waldorf
RS : SAKAI Tadamasa, Count

DATE: 19 January 1946 STATUS: Pending

ana BSFB,1E02 - lomRBESE 185008, obiReens, (472208 Yaplater qh-peintiiy™s
Association (1940); Director of Imperial Rule Assistance Political Society
(1942-44) ; Vice President of the House of Peers (October 1944).

*e

Count SAKAI has been long associated with the/Tascist organization
Kenkei Gakuin (Institute of the golden Pheasant)fof which he is the chief
patrom, It had important influence on senior bureaucrats, politidans
and officers. This society, though not large in number, was an institute
where fascist-minded intellectuals developed their theories on Japanese
politics. Count SAKAI was the liaison between the Imperial Rule pssistance
Political Society and the Kenkyu Kai, an important political bloc within the
House of Peers.

As a fascist politidlan of high posts and long record, and as Director
of the IRAPS, Count SAKAI should be arrested and detained,

Subject rnualifies under Paragraph 7b of Joint Staff Basic Directive
for Post Surrender ’7ilitary Government in Japan Proper of 3 November 1945.

FENDING

(Counter Intelligence Justification Files reflected the above indicated
information concerning subject.)

COPIES: 3 File



TRD:wo
MEMORANDUM 30 June 1947

SAKAI, Todamass (Case File Ho. 326)

I. Recommendations in the subject's file:

(1) Ser. &26-1, CIS report (1945) ssks detention:
"As o fascist politicien of high posts and long record,
and director of IRAPS, Count Sakai should be arrested
and detained."

(2) Ser. 326-4, V. C, Hemrack, Civ. Investigator, IPS, after
interrogating subject, 27 Feb 1946, states:
"There is nothing in the files relating to Count Sakai
indicating thet he was at any time ective in promoting
egecressive warfare .... nor wes anything developed in
interrogation .... it is recommended that subject be not
considered a8 g war criminal."

(3) Ser. 326-13, R, T. Hummer, IPS Investigator, after second
interrogation to determine subject's potential use as a
witness, states:

"If further evidence in Kido's case is required, it might
be obtained from Sekai. There appeers to be no reason
as far as IPS is concerned for further detaining Sakai
at Sugamo Prison,"

(4) Ser. 326-27, G-2 report signed C.A.W., 21 Feb. 1947 after
evaluating the evidence recommends:
"Unless .. decided as a policy, that membership in
ideological societies .. or activity in IRAPS organiza-
tions .... form a basis for indictment, G-2 recommends
release of Sakai - without chsrges. i

II. Cless B and C offenses.
Tot involved here.



FILE O, 2268 14 Pebruary 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Tihelly
Nr. Hammaok

A reviftw of File No. 326 in the matter entitled "Ceuns SAKAL,
Tadamass”/reflects that it contaims information which may de of
{nferest to the memders of Oreups C amd 0,

This information is forwarded for such action as may de deemed
appropriate.

LEROY K. BAREARD
Najor, Infantry
Exesutive Offieer
Investigatien Divisien

DISTRIBUTION:

1 Pile m‘/
1 Pile 240

1 Nr. Fihelly
1 Nr. Hammaek
1l File ©

1 Mle &



LTS ROGLTIUK OF

Tadsmasa Sakai

Date and Timoa: 27 February 1946, 1330-1630 Hours
Flace 1 Bugamo Prison, Tokyn, Japan

FPresent 1 Tadanasa Sakai
i Valentine €, Hammack, Imterrciator
Sgt. Prancis J. Suzukawa

Juestions by ¢ Mr., Hammack

BY MR, HAMKACK: Sergeant Susukawa, do jou solemnly swoar, by Almizhty God,
that you will truly and aceurataly interpret snd trasslcte from English
into Japanese ard from Japanes: into English, as nay be required of you,
in this proceeding?

BY 8GT. SUZUKAWA: T do.

The abovs naned subject was interrogated on the above day without a
stenographer.

The subject is pressntly fifty-~three years of age. g graduated from the
Inpsrial University of Xyoto in 1918, majoring in political and ecoromic
sclences; was secretary to tho linister of Justice from 1920 until 1923 and
was from 1923 on a member of the House of Peers, hawing, io.ever, as stated by
Count Sakai, no special duties in connesction thurewith, excopl as a mamber
worked on the project connected with the Ministry of Justice. In 1934 Count
Sakal became Chalruan of the Daoperi:l geierdturs Socinsty, 2 semi-offici
organization intarested in development of agriculture in Japan, asnd the problems
connected therewith, lLoldi,; such position from 1934 until 1945.

Count Sakal was finister oi Agriculture and Forestry in the Abe Cabinet,
serving in such position from Ceicber 1939 until January 1040 and stated that
during such psriod of tiwe he was cuncerned, bucause of Lhe acute fcod shortage
in Japan, with plans for produeing more fuod; tha® in such plans it was nesessary
to take into consideration the reyuirements of the Japanose armed foreces
in China and elsewhere and that it is his estimate that approximately twemty
percent of the nation's food supplies was ailocatsd to the Army and Ravy; that
because of the acubte shortage of food in 1939, his problem of obtaining sufficient
food for current supply was acute and that it was impossible under such oir-
cumstances to build up any reserve for ths future, Count Sekal denied that my
atiempted reserve was being Luilt up at this-time for war jurromes other than
the demands of the Japanese armed furces in China; that with the fall of the
Abe Csbinet these duties were discontinued and he had no further interest im
them,

‘FILE NO. 326



Interrogation of Tadamasa Sakai 27 Peb 1946

Count Sakai stated that he was the patron and a member of the Kenkai-
Gakuin Society; t at t is society was not pro-Nasi, pro-Fascist, or political
in any manner; that on the comtrary it was a society made up of scholars
whose interest was in the study of aneient Chinese literature; that he was
the patrom of the same for the reason that he had donated the use of one
of his houses as the headquarters for the society; and the rresident of
the same was Mashiro YASUOKA, a noted scholar of Chimese literature,

The Count stated that he became a mamber of the Impcrial Rule Assistance
Association in 1943 and attended soms meetings, but was not active therein;
that during the war, ss president of the Agriculture Society, he made every
effort to increase food production. The Count claims that as an individual
he was opposed to war and did not favor the Axis Powers nor had he any sympathy
with the Nazi o8 Fascist form of government,

There is nothing in the files relating to Count Sakai indicating that
he was at any time active in promoting aggressive warfare on the part of
Japan, nor was anything developed at the inierrogation to indicate the probabi-
1ity that he had done s0, and for this reason it is respectfully recommended
that this subjeet be nol considered as a war criminal.

Respectfully submitted,

4
VALENTING C. HAMMACK



Interrogation of Tadamasa Sakai

27 Feb 1946
Qertificate of Interpreter

I, Sgt., Franois J, Susukawa, being sworn on oath, state that I truly
translated the statements from English to Japaness and from Jaspanese to
English, and that the above statements, consisting of one and cne-half

pPages are trus md accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief,

() «Qumi J

/2 wobaw®

le
Z,
Subscribed and sworn to before me thiy’ day of Pebruary, 1946.

« Hammaek, Civ
Duly Detailed Investigating Officer

International, Prosecution Seetion
GH), SCAP

Certificate of Interrogator

I, Valentine C. Hanmack, certify that on the 27th day of February, 1946,
personally appeared before me Tadamasa SAKAX, and according to Sgt. Francis

J. Susukawa gave the foregoing statements set forth therein,




The original transcript of this interrogation will
be found in our EXHIBIT FILE as EXFIBIT # 7 7 3 The

rtha not of ____“_f.
terrghatiof will De found in‘/our AXHIBPAT BALE

s et

FILE NO. ,Z.ZQ

SERIAL NO. %



1EB/ina
Tadamasa SAXAI
Iaternat’l Pros Seot 0CCI0 (Attnt Lt Col Davis) 3 Mar 48

Transmitted herewith is copy of interrogation of Tadamasa SAKAI
condusted at Sugamo Prison on 27 February 19486.

THEODORE GOULSHY
Lt Colonel, Ogvalry
1 Isel Chiof, Admizmistrative Divisiem
Iaterrogation Ept

COPY: 1 File 326



70/330/nx

GENERAL HrAD W
SUPREFE COMMANDYR FOR ALLITD FOWER

AP0 500
AG 200.2 (5 war 4€) IP 5 Mareh 194€

SUBJECT: Admission to Sugamc Prison
T0 t Comeanding General, Eighth Army, A({ 343

1, The following nswed J civilian is heredy
authorised to visit Sugamo Prisom iareh 1946 for the
purpose of visiting Tadsassa SAKAI/ interned suspected
Japsnese war criminal:i” Tadamasa SiXai (sem)

2. For purposes cf identificaticn kr. SAKAL will
boar & note with his signature countersigned by J. J. Gaine,
Jr., Capt., Inf,

Py Comrand of Geseral XacaRTEUR:

l ”} AR,

CC Sugamc rison

' LT s

T e
Hidid v 7

10



Countersigned:

Capt., Inf,

L
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GEWERAL FERADQUARYERS
BUTRTME CONMANDRR FOR TH¥ ALLIED POWIRS
AG 200,2 (21 Yar 46) 178 21 march 1946

SUBJSLTs Admission {0 Sugeme Trisem
8 : Commanding Gemernl, Fighth immy, ATC 343

1, The following nsmed Japanese &l 1is heredy
e of VEAIMAS DeSut TUaha Sind :?a-a"m' vl
e © _5A et

Japanese wor erimimal: Wrs. Akibe BAEAI

2, Per pposes of idemtifisation Mrs. SAKATI will bear
& mte vith her sigmature sowntersigned by Dowgles 1. Waldors,
14 Lt., Inf,
By Coumand of Genaya) Ne®ARTHUR:
ec)

CC Sugamo Trison

| 1P L ¥t "ECY1008 i
3 @FRN\RA L PI1LES

326

Noo o b, Al A l

! 21 .0
R A




FORM +2

SUBJ 20T Padamasa 52X0Y, Cuunt el 5
SUMZARY CF FYIDEITILRY FA0DS

HADH BY Tadamase SAKAY

ADDINE fugrmo Prisen

The 2bove nemed subject vus inter-ogoted By Nr. Valentine C. Fammek at
Sugrwe “rizon on 27 Febtruary 1946, and made the followi ng stxtements:!

He is prazently fifty-thres yeurs of age: gridusted from the Imerial
University of “yoto im 1918, mejoriag ia politicel and ecomonic scismces;
from 1930 to 192% he wre Secretery %o the Mimister of Justice; end from
1923 on = menber of the Houce of Tesre, W ving no srecial duties in commesiion
therevish, In 1534 he bYecame Chatrman of the Imperial Agriculture Seclety,
a ssnl-o0fficisl sreenizcotion intaronted in the develspwent of agriculture
in Javsn ané the -~roblems in comarction therswith, holding much position
until 1948,

He was Hinister of .griculture sad Forestry in the 45T Cabinet, serving
in such nesition Trom Qotober 1239 uatil Jumary 1940, deing coneernsd during
wuch period of time, beceuee of the ~omts food shortsge in Japam, vith rlans
for vroduains more food: that 4m such plans it wos necessary % Anke inte
consideration the roquirements of the Jacanece armed forces ia Chisa and
elsevhere. It is his e timate th.% during this period of time appreximmtely
207 of the nedton'e foed supply wis allecwted to the Army and Nevy: and be-
emse of the acute shortaze of food sunply in 1939,1t was Lwvoseidle fo tuild
up ARy reserves for the future. Uren the fall of the APR Cabinet thece
dutien ware disgontinued and he hnd mo further interest in them.

He won the petron snd 2 wember of the K W{Al-GAXUIN Society; that Shis
eociety was not pro-8n7il, pro-TFassist, or political in any manner; that em
the contrary it wns a society made u- of seholare vhose interestz were the
atudy of ancient Chiness liser—ture: thzt he woe a 2atron of the same for
the reason he had donitad the use of onm of hia houses az the hesdgquariers
for the society; the presidsat of tho sosiety baing M:ehire YiSUOKA, »
noted scholxr of Chinene literature.

a

SUMMARY EXTRACTYD MRO¥ ¥ILE ' S¥RIAL PAGE
] 2
NANR OF IBTYFRROCATOR Sioibine 3. el

¥ ‘e
¥AME 0F BRITFER rlentine G, Havemack

13



FLRM 92

SUNTZETE  Tedamsen BAEAL, Count {Cont'ed) - ¥ile ¥o. 338

Es Docume a meuber of the Im~erial Mule fcaietance Associntion in 1943,
attonded nome meelings, Yul wme 2t sotive therein. Nuring the war, ss
Presidont of the igrigulture Sosiety, he made every affors to inerense food
predudtion, A sn individusl e wis opposed %0 wver :ad £14 not faver the
Axie ssuse nor hed he any symonthy with the ¥azl or Faselet form of goverm-
ment, ;

Thare is 20thing in the fllaw ralating $0 the above-mamed sudjeat in-
diosding thaet De was at any time active im promotinmg aggrenzive warfare, mer
was anything develeped st the inderregstion %0 imdiccte the proledility thet

It i» recomosnded thed Shix subject be interroguted sgrin vith the iden
of develaping pessibdle avidense sgninst the varleus defendants and Lf this
iz dons, the sudject be used ns A vitness {2 connegiion therevith.

=
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