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Unit One
Holidays and Celebrations (I)
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Key Points
1. Holidays across the globe.
2. Description of festive atmosphere.
3. Celebrations during the holidays.
4. Word Cluster concerned with holidays and celebrations.

Since its 1983 debut, CCTV’s Spring Festival gala has never failed to
attract large audiences across China. It has become an integral part of
celebrations on the eve of the Lunar New Year. On Wednesday night, the
curtain went up again on the long-awaited gala.

Songs, dances, acrobatics, magic, comic dialogues and short
sketches. There was really something for everyone. Celebration, jubilation,
good will and festivity. The gala offered everything you could want to see in
the Lunar New Year in style. The lucky audience inside the CCTV studio
and the millions of those sitting in front of their TVs at home were treated to
a four-and-a-half-hour feast of a super variety show.

Comic dialogues and short sketches, which lend drama and humor to
social issues, have proven to be a perennial/permanent favorite of the gala.
This year, almost half of the time was dedicated to these two art forms.
Many of the sketches and dialogues were inspired by the monumental
events that took place in China in 2003. Familiar scenes from last year
were replayed on the stage, including the fight against SARS and the
tribute to China’s first astronaut.

One audience member said,“ Watching these performances gave me a
chance to experience the exciting moments of 2003 all over again. |
enjoyed them greatly.”

For the first time this year, exotic touches were added to the
traditional Chinese event. Troupes from Argentina and Ireland brought
magic and dance to the Chinese audience. The Spirit of the Dance proved
especially popular, immersing the audience in the mysterious soul of
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Ireland.

The Spring Festival gala included nearly 40 performances put together
over four months of hard work by over 1,000 staff members. But whether all
this hard work was worth the effort is up to the audience to decide.
Audience members are encouraged to go to CCTV.com, where they can
tell us which part of the gala they liked the most. This will help the directors
make next year’s production even better.

The Spring Festival is the most important of China’s traditional
festivals. The gala offers audiences a respite from the strain and stress
of a year’s hard work and gives them lots to think about for the next few
days as they enjoy the week-long national holiday.

In China, no Spring Festival would be complete without the traditional
temple fair. Beijing alone has over twenty fairs, with a variety of themes.

The temple fair at Baiyun Guan, the White'Cloud Taoist Monastery,
favors a particular mode of transportation—the donkey. Nowadays it’s
kids who make up most of the passengers over the short distance leading
to the main gate.

Like other temple fairs, Baiyun Guan also has its lion dance and high
stilts performance, both of which are traditional events at such gatherings.
One look at the crowd is enough to tell there must be something special.
They’ve gathered in the freezing cold to look for the mascot of the coming
year, the monkey.

Touching the stone monkey here is a must when you come to the
Baiyun Guan Temple Fair. People believe it will bring good luck in the
coming year, and especially when it is the year of the monkey.

This is one of the monastery’s three stone monkeys, which are rather
difficult for new comers to find. But today’s long queue helps locate the
auspicious animal, believed to bring blessings, wealth and longevity. A
visitor said, “I waited quite a while to touch the monkey. | hope this will
bless my family. And | did it for good luck. It makes me feel better at the
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New Year.”

A third attraction here is the “money eye” . The carnival atmosphere
has transformed the usually staid temple, enticing a handsome number of
hopefuls to try their luck and aim. As one of China’s most famous Taoist
monasteries, Baiyun Guan gives its temple fair a religious touch.

To experience a more worldly gathering, we go to Ditan Park. It just
might be the busiest place in the city at the Chinese New Year. Once the
Altar to the Earth, Ditan still holds a simple worshipping ceremony. But now
the park is a vendor’s paradise. On offer is everything from snacks to
traditional toys, from straw figures to hanging monkeys. Visitors come in
search of fun, and find it in plenty.

A Ditan visitor said, “It’s the first time for us to come to Beijing, to a
temple fair. 1 like it. It’s really festive.” “It’s good. But | wish it could be
more like the temple fair | went to when 1 was a kid, with more folk
performing arts, like story-telling and cross-talk,” said another one.

Going to a temple fair was once a major activity for local people during
the Chinese Lunar New Year. Although Beijing now has an array of
festive activities to choose from, the tradition still thrives as a symbol of
the Old Beijing.

=— S

Located in Southeast China’s Fujian Province, the port city of
Quanzhou is known for its early involvement in the country’s foreign trade.
This week, the city will launch its third annual Culture Festival, which will
feature thousands of ingeniously-designed lanterns.

This year, the Quanzhou Culture Festival is to be held around the
traditional Lantern Festival on the 15th day of the first lunar month. With
this holiday, which marks the end of the Spring Festival, just around the
corner, the major streets in downtown Quanzhou are decorated with
hundreds of original lanterns.

Besides traditional themes, many lanterns depict contemporary life in
the po'rt city. The city’s 1,000 year involvement in international trade is the
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dominant subject matter of the lantern pictures. All the lanterns on display
were designed and created by local folk artists. Quanzhou lanterns are
known for their attention to detail in design.

e s W S e

People in China have hardly had a chance to finish digesting their
feasts from the Spring Festival holidays, but already they’re tucking into
more festive snacks on Feb. 5, sweet dumplings for the Lantern Festival,
which is celebrated on the 15th day of the first lunar month. But eating isn’t
the only thing people do at this time, enjoying lanterns at night is another
tradition on the night of the New Year’s first full-moon.

With this year’s first full-moon hanging in the dark sky, the lanterns are
lit up to echo its light. The tradition of lighting lanterns started in the Han
Dynasty some 2,000 years ago, and at night people walk through the
streets enjoying the lanterns to wish happiness for the whole year.

In the Tang and Song dynasties, lantern celebrations were held on a
very large scale. As time went on, more and more celebrations were added
to the festival, like letting off firecrackers, cracking lantern riddles and
performing dragon and lion dances.

The lanterns on show this year are from Tianjin, which is famous for
the mellowness of its folk art. The exquisitely designed and decorated
lanterns tell the fairy tales, and culture and history of China, attracting
young and old alike.

Following the ancient tradition, a group of old people put on festive
clothes and dance yangko on the square. Everyone’s face reflects the
celebrated colors of the lanterns, and the deafening sound of gongs and
drums seems to want to spread the enthusiasm across the whole country.

Although the tragedy in Saudi Arabia has overshadowed the climax
of the Haijj/pilgrim to Mecca, Muslims worldwide on Sunday began
celebrating the Kurban Bayami. It’s also called the Festival of Sacrifice

and goes for the next three days. Muslims in China celebrated at a feast
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organized by China’s Islamic Association in the capital Beijing.

The Kurban Bayami began on Sunday. Over a billion Muslims
worldwide will celebrate over the next three days. Diplomats from 30 Arab
and Muslim countries gather at a hotel in Beijing. The feast is the biggest
celebration on the Islamic calendar.

The feast begins with a prayer. They call for peace and goodwill
amongst all people, and for an end to war, especially in Islamic countries
affected by conflict:

Chairman of China Islamic Association said, “ This festival honors Allah.
We pray for peace throughout the world, and among all people. And we
pray for happiness for all mankind.” Ambassador of Embassy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran said, “We are as Muslim want from Allah and pray for
freedom and peace and security for all people inside Palestine and Islam
countries. We hope to have peaceful relation and peaceful life for them.”

According to tradition, Kurban is celebrated 70 days after the end of
the Moslem fast in the holy month of Ramadan. Kurban takes place on the
10th day of the 12th month in the Islamic calendar. It coincides with the
pilgrimage to Islam’s holiest shrines, and the end of the Hajj in Saudi
Arabia. This year, the China Islamic Association arranged for over 4,000
pilgrims to make the trip to Mecca.

The Arab name of the holiday has some connection with the legend
about Abraham’s offering. Abraham, whom Moslems consider to be the
first monotheism preacher, was ready to offer his son Ismail in sacrifice.
However, at the last moment the angel replaced Ismail by a sacrificial
animal, and the holiday was thus established to commemorate this.

According to tradifion, the festival begins with prayer, and the
slaughter of an animal in memory of Abraham’s sacrifice. After this,
Muslims worldwide enjoy a day of eating and entertainment. Dance, song
and traditional sports are all part of the celebration.
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The western tradition of Valentine’s Day has caught on big in China.



