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Several levels of urban origin in
Inner Asian empire of steppes: Based on the

etymological approaches to Jurchen urban terms
John Tang

Abstract: Among few of the extant Old Altaic documents there are the four urban
term series recorded in Jurchen script, of which three make point to a clear meaning of city
whereas the other one reflects the obvious meaning of city in Turco-Mongolic languages.
All these terms hold three etymological levels of “defending fortress”, “besieging citadel”,
and “trading market”, indicative of how the city develop as center of civilization inside the

empire of steppes of Central Eurasia.

Keywords: Inner Asia, empire of steppes, urban origin, Jurchen script
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