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PREFACE

Chinese for Beginners is the first Chinese language
MOOC for global learners on Coursera - one of the
most famous platforms of MOOC. It was prepared
since May 2014 and the target of the course is to help
beginners to understand and speak some basic sentences
and vocabularies. Since it was published online on
September 2014, there are more than 650,000 visitors
and more than 300,000 active learners from more than

200 countries and regions by August 2016.

The course is designed for global beginners and the
teaching language is English. All those who have a basic
level of English can join the course. Chinese character
is a big problem for almost all learners according to
our teaching experiences. That’s why the content of the
course is totally given in Pinyin.

Chinese for Beginners is an on-demand course. The
demands of the learners are very different because of
their countries, ages, genders, mother languages, cultural
and educational backgrounds, occupations, purposes,
etc. But there are some common topics in people’s social
life. 7 selected topics and situations in this course come
from real life scenarios, including personal information,
food and drink, time, shopping, living environment,
health, and hobby. The learner can finish the course

within 7-8 weeks, learning 4 lessons of 1 unit per week.



The teaching video of each lesson is in no more than 5

minutes.

The sentences are in very basic S+V+O pattern as
far as possible, and the positive and negative answers
are given accordingly. The learners will find Chinese
language structure is not that different and difficult at the
elementary level in spite of some special characteristics.
They can learn the basic sentences and then express
with some common vocabulary substitutions. Besides
the daily dialogues, there are some brief introductions
of Chinese initials, finals, tones for learners who need
to know the phonetic situation when they learn Chinese.
Some exercises including listening, reading and tongue
twisters are given to help the learners to understand that
some mistakes could bring misunderstanding such as
“W xidng wen ni”’(I want to ask you) and “Wo xidng

wen ni”(I want to kiss you).

Many active learners around the world contribute
much to the course enthusiastically in their own way,
such as making word and expression lists, giving
constructive advices to improve the course. A lot of
learners even ask for paper materials, because they
would like to reflect on the system of the knowledge.
They are used to taking notes while learning, and
flipping frequently to check their learning outcomes.
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They are eager to have a further reading and curious
about the scripts of those common words in the course.
Therefore, the coordinated textbook of Chinese for
Beginners is now published.

The textbook is completely faithful to the MOOC
Chinese for Beginners. Besides, it summarizes over 180
essential words on numbers (time, prices), colors, food,
seasons, health, sports and internet scattered in different
units, and provides the vocabulary list with Chinese
character, Pinyin, English and Spanish to help learners
to review and prepare for the advanced course. Those
who are interested in Chinese characters can observe
and try to understand the characteristic of Chinese
language and culture. It also provides some explanations
of the key points and related Chinese social situation.

What's more, the textbook is designed in a small
size so that the online self-study course can be used
anytime anywhere offline. Leaners can not only study
the Chinese offline, but also scan the QR code offered
by the book to watch the teaching videos online.

For some ultra-short-time Chinese training
program, such as study tours, teachers may be worried
about suitable teaching materials. This simple and
concise textbook is a good choice. With a complete
set of teaching videos, the teaching approaches could
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be more flexible. For instance, teachers may organize
a flipped classroom by encouraging the students to
learn the course themselves first outside the class, then
answering their questions and adding more interactive

oral exercises. We believe that will be an efficient way.

We have a lot of wonderful experiences in the
process of making the MOOC Chinese for Beginners.
There is an Indian learner, for example, who learned
the course, and came to China, to Beijing, to Peking
University, even to School of Chinese as a Second
Language! The people who have no chance to meet
at all now have some person-to-person connection
because of MOOC. What a magic! We hope through
this coordinated textbook of MOOC, we can build a
connection with you as well. Let’s enjoy the Chinese-

learning experiences together!

Liu Xiaoyu
Zhang Guang Yuan
August 24, 2016



I

f]

“Chinese for Beginners” A\ [14RIEE T 2014455
A%, 201459 AR EFFAE 7= AMOOC(KIR)
&2z —MCoursera¥f & 4k, AAXEFMES
EEL . FNIREHHREZ, “Chinese for Beginners”
RZFELEIPESR, LREERE @
EERMNEFZIFENAABANZES TR, X
IMREENHAERSEEIF R, UTiEA
x, RATEHXESINE. BE201658H,
E£H200Z M ERFMX 86575 AiFiE, EKH
3 HFHBII30H

B R T L RFFRATENNNREMBIRE,
BABEENFBARIRES, BAATREESR
HIESHY, R EYHEMSEBRAFIES
588, 2IEREASERNITKER T UL
R RE-TZFEFTEAODBERFENER, BE
BRFHERZHFIZNEARRERE, fAEXA
EHERF, TETHRRT.

FRERFHX . FEFERAOMH. TERES
FXiER, TRAERENRY, FTRNEIEB
B, ¥AFNTRTEFN. REWEE, HE4EE
Gt R -LEEMMEE, BINMAELETHRD
BET7TMEREABZET, BEMABR. K
&/, WHE. WY, BEERE. BR. 2H%. AT
it I FEN BT HMTRIRE, RIBCREN
AR EBERRNEM, BMRERIRITH

\%



BZEBHNNTE, 8B11 8T, E5T4E, &
HBMUEREEESEAT, BEINMABEIL 5,
MRS EBHT THR AR,

BMNBEANANEIZERBED, NER
BEANREFXFRE, FUSERABTRTER
REBEEXNET B RS, NEEAXRHA
i, BEBENEEEE, BHEMULIMEAN
BHOaE, FEFIFEH. SR, ¥INE,
BENEFINRESHAENIAMOT M, Fr
UESIENETE, RTBEIIEUS, NS
TRENFEE., B8, FRSEMEENR, &
SRABERES. REEEBAKOSE, it
FIFERRNEMUNAE R, FE. BEHKE,
RAESFERSBERKIE, tbn “HEW
™ 0 “REYR" o

FH 08 6 S S EF N E N 2 IS A1
&, e XBHEEHER, BEEAEES,
RHEEERENEERN, RE2FIZTORNEE
KEHEM, BAMMNESRERABNESEN, B
ARMNI|T —BFEI—BHEL, BAMNFE
FERNSEE IRMNE CHEIRE, EAMITEXK
AREE, BAMMNETEXEEBENXREEN
4 = B T&, RENETIEREEM (P XA
i) EET,

XAHEM R EBLTFRIINIRE, EEF, &

VI



T —EREME, 2IFTUH—FTRHILR
LEE. REHESHAR. HSHEAN. BEER
%, XEN "—" T AE=FITHERISH
FREE, VEEFEFSER, RESHER,
BM RGHBHMBNRET XH7DOHERAIR,
REESRET (HE. i8) . B, KR,
EH. RE. 3. LNEHTENEREE180F
., SBERRNLT, BINEBMEHRTILE,
FABMIERETXF. #HEF. EXNEHFX
B, BMERE AR, INRATEFZIERRE
3, ARMREEEES, XTRMEEXEHZ
JEMUE—TRF, BENESHXFHRR, 5
s, 2INERR, XXM ESLBIEMEE
TR

HAERS—RNR, RENEACEOEH
MBI TEMG, RARMEBZRE, W5% L4
THBERITH T . BEMRANFAET, BER
SET, PISELTIURNBHEENZ S &
MEGRFIEHHABE - 24D, FIEBE
FeHENME, TAFNHE—E, SENNKIRE
FUSR T AR B 43 Ao

—RIGHANIGEREYITE , i, #b
MERETREEANBEME . BRIONXEZHG
REE/NVER, TURE— I TENER, 8TH
ZERENREUM, XEKAGITUEARES

VII



H. BFERTES, BALKHKRE, 4%
REMRE, BMEOLREANEHSES, BESZRE
REFHHEFHR.

Z3% . #{E. 43 “Chinese for Beginners™iE
BHOEP, RNEEITRESFULHRE. F§—
VEENZEIE, FETHENOTR, REXZ—T
hE, BmRH TR, KRB TIAERERKSE, ERET
XMINIEBEFR ! KR EPEFTETIEN
A, BERFRMETENKE, FEXAS5REE
B RENEM (PXA) thERSIERNMR
ZEINBRER, tRIN—ESZNER2INRE!

%) B2 @
2016558248 F P £ E

VIII



Unit 1

1-1
1-2
1-3
1-4

CONTENTS

Who are you?

What is your name?
Where are you from?
Are you a student?

Who is he/she?

Can you pronounce correctly?

Unit 2

o
L

2-2
2-3
2-4

Unit 3

?
—

3-2
3-3

S

4-1
4-2
4-3
4-4

Ii

When do you go to school?

Can you count?
What time is it now?
Morning or afternoon?

Do you have a busy life?

What do you like to eat?

Do you like dumpling?
| like apple.
I like chicken.

Do you want a cup of tea?

| like shopping!

What is your favorite color?
This is too big.
How much is this?

It's too expensive!

/01

/03
/07
/11
/16
/22

/27

/29
/31
/ 34
/37

139

/41
/43
/ 45
/46

/47

/49
/51
/53
/ 56



51
5-2
5-3
5-4

Unit 6

“'

6-1
6-2
6-3
6-4

7-1
7-2
7-3
7-4

Do you live in a big city?

| go to work by car.
Is there a supermarket near here?
Itis on the left.

How can | get to the restroom?

How about the weather?

What is the temperature today?
Is it cold in January?
| like spring.

| catch a cold.

What is your hobby?

What day is it today?
| like swimming.

| watch TV news every day.

We can do a lot of things through Internet.

Vocabulary List

L5

/59
/ 60
/61
/63

/65

[ 67
/69
/71
/73

/75

(TT
/81
/82
/ 84

/ 86



J 2
k BT > » » (W,

Who are you?

When we first meet someone,
we need to learn about each other.
In this unit, we are going to learn
some ways to introduce yourself,
including name, nationality, iden-
tity, and discussing your family.
‘We are also going to study Chinese
Mandarin phonetics.
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A: Ni héo! ‘ 5
(Hello.) | os
«

B: Ni hdo! %
(Hello.) 2

3

&

— 02
A: Ni jido shénme mingzi?

(What's your name?)

(My nameis ...)

lo3——
Xiéxie! |
(Thank you.)
Zaijian!
(See you.) }
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