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In the 30 years that I have been in English
language training (ELT), I have despaired of the
lack of stimulating reading texts, accompanied by
activities written specifically to energize and inspire
the mature English learner. Why aren't many ESL
reading texts sufficient? Although ESL learners may
not yet have mastered English syntax, they still have
interests beyond the mundane, and they certainly
have ample reasoning ability. And while many
reading texts are written about subjects of broad
appeal, virtually all of them avoid topics that are
deemed “too controversial” for the classroom
setting. Unfortunately, many of those neglected
topics are of great interest and relevance to adult
lives. By steering course themes away from
controversy, the instructor also steers students away
from motivating and stimulating topics.

Hot Topics 1 is different from other reading and
discussion texts because it dares to deal with
demanding subjects such as gluttony and cultural ideas of
beauty. These topics have not been chosen to shock
students, but merely to give them a chance to talk
about matters that people discuss every day in their
first language. That said, not every topic will be
appropriate for every classroom. Some themes such
as intelligence will probably be acceptable in any
classroom. Others such as Las Vegas or Drug Trends
might prove problematic in some teaching situations.
To assist, each chapter in the table of contents is
rated by the amount of controversy it is likely to
cause. Of course, teachers should read the articles in
each chapter carefully and decide if their students
would feel comfortable having a discussion on a
particular topic. Another way to determine which
chapters to use in class might be to have students
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look through the book and then vote on specific
topics they are interested in reading and discussing.
Even though the chapters at the beginning of each
book are generally easier than the chapters at the
end, the text has been designed so that chapters can
be omitted entirely or covered in a different order.

Series Overview
Hot Topics is a three-level reading discussion series

written for inquisitive, mature students of English
language learners. Each chapter contains several
high-interest readings on a specific controversial and
thought-provoking topic.

Reading Selections

Each level of Hot Topics consists of 14 chapters.
The readings in Hot Topics are crafted to present
students with challenging reading material including
some vocabulary that one might not expect to
find in a low-level text. The reason for this is
twofold. First, it is almost impossible to deal with
these “hot” topics in a meaningful way without
more sophisticated vocabulary. Second, and more
importantly, it is ineffective to teach reading
strategies using materials that provide no challenge.
In the same way that one would not use a hammer
to push in a thumbtack, readers do not need reading
strategies when the meaning of a text is evident.
Reading strategies are best learned when one has to
employ them to aid comprehension.

Each chapter in the book is composed of two
parts. Part I will contain two short readings on a
topic. These readings are preceded by activities that
help students make guesses about the genre, level, and




content of the material, activating student schemata
or bases of knowledge before reading the text. The
readings are followed by extensive exercises that help
students thoroughly analyze the content and the
structure of the readings.

Part II consists of a single, more challenging
reading. Although more difficult, the readings in
Part II have direct topical and lexical connection to
the readings in Part 1. Research shows that the
amount of background knowledge one has on a
subject directly affects reading comprehension.
Therefore, these readings will move the students to
an even higher reading level by building on the
concepts, information, and vocabulary that they have
acquired in Part I. Complete comprehension of the
text will not be expected, however. For some
students this will prove a difficult task in itself.
However, learning to cope with a less than full
understanding is an important reading strategy—
probably one of the most useful ones that nonnative
readers will learn.

Chapter Outline
and Teaching Suggestions

PART |

Preview

This sectton contains prereading questions,
photographs, and activities that introduce the topic
and some of the vocabulary. This section is best
completed as group work or class discussion.

Predict

In this section, students are directed to look at
certain features of the text(s) and then make
predictions. These predictions include areas such as
content, genre, level of difficulty, and reliability of
the information.

Read It

This section is generally composed of two
readings centered on a particular “hot” topic. In
each reading, the topic is approached in a different
style, chosen so that students will be able to
experience a variety of genres such as newspaper and
magazine articles, interviews, pamphlets, charts, and
advertisements. Photographs occasionally serve as
prompts to assist comprehension, or to stimulate
curiosity and conversation about the topics.

Reading Comprehension
The reading comprehension section is com-
posed of three sections.

¢ Check Your Predictions—Students are asked
to evaluate their predicting ability.

¢ Check the Facts—Students answer factual
questions. This is meant to be faitly simple and the
exercise can be completed individually or in groups.

* Analyze—This section will include more
sophisticated questions that will have students make
inferences, as well as analyze and synthesize the
information they have read.

Vocabulary Work

Vocabulary Work has two sections.

* Guess Meaning from Context—Exercises
highlight probable unknown vocabulary words that
students should be able to guess using different
types of contextual clues. Some of the most
common clues students should be looking for
include: internal definitions, restatement or synonyms
that precede or follow the new word, and examples.
However, one of the most powerful ways to guess is
to use real world knowledge. Students must learn to
trust their own ability to make educated guesses
about meaning based on their own experience.

* Guess Meaning from Related Words—This

section focuses on words that can be guessed through
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morphological analysis. Although morphology is a
“context clue,” it is so important, that it requires a
chapter section of its own. The more students learn to
recognize related words, the faster their vocabularies
will grow. Students who speak languages such as
Spanish—a language that has a large number of
cognates or words that look similar to their English
counterparts—should also be encouraged to use their
native language knowledge as well.

Reading Skills

This section focuses on helpful reading skills
and strategies, such as analyzing organization,
understanding tone, understanding the author’s
purpose, and identifying referents and transitional
expressions.

Discussion

Questions in this section are designed to
encourage class or group discussion. For instructors
wishing to follow-up the readings with writing
responses, it would be helpful for students to first
discuss and then write their individual opinions
and/or summarize those of their peers.

PART II

Readings in Part II have been written to be
more challenging than those in Part I, so students
are asked to read only for the most important ideas.
The readings are written so that

* important ideas are stated more than once.

* important ideas are not obscured by difficult

vocabulary and high-level structures.

* vocabulary from Part I readings is “built in”

or recycled.

* some “new” vocabulary words are forms of

words already seen in Part I.

Two activity sections follow the Part II reading.

The first consists of questions that will help
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students pinpoint the main ideas. The second asks
students to make educated guesses about vocabulary
they encountered in Part I.

Idea Exchange

Each chapter ends with a comprehensive
discussion activity called Idea Exchange. This
activity has two steps.

* Think about Your Ideas—This section is a
structured exercise that helps students clarify their
thoughts before they are asked to speak. By filling
out charts, answering questions, or putting items in
order, students clarify their ideas on the topic.

* Talk about Your Ideas—The language in this
activity is directly applicable to the discussion
questions in the step above.

CNNP Video Activities

The CNN video news clip activities at the back
of the student text are thematically related to each
chapter. Activities are designed to recycle themes and
vocabulary from each chapter, and to encourage
further class discussion and written responses.

A Word on Methodology

and Classroom Management

Class Work, Group Work, Pair Work,

and Individual Work

One of the most basic questions a teacher must
decide before beginning an activity is whether it is
best done as class work, group work, or individual
work. Fach has its place in the language classroom.
For some activities, the answer is obvious. Reading
should always be an individual activity. Reading
aloud to the class can be pronunciation practice for
the reader or listening practice for the listeners, but
it is not reading for comprehension.




On the other hand, many activities in this text
can be done successfully in pairs, groups, or with
the entire class working together. If possible, 2 mix
of individual, pair, group, and class work is probably
best. For example, two students may work together
and then share their work with a larger group that
then shares its ideas with the entire class.

Some rules of thumb are:

* Pair work is often most successful in activities
that have one right answer. Pairs should be able

to check their answers or at least share them with
the class.

* Groups work best when one group member
records the discussion, so that the group can then
report to the class. In this way, everyone gets the
maximum benefit.

* Think of yourself as the manager of a whole
class activity rather than the focal point. Make sure
that students talk to each other, not just to you. For
example, you might appoint yourself secretary and
write students’ ideas on the board as they are talking.

Error Correction
Language errors are bound to occur in

discussions at this level. However, the purpose of
the discussions in this text is fluency not accuracy.
Therefore, errors should not be dealt with unless
they make comprehension difficult or impossible.
Make unobtrusive notes about persistent errors that
you want to deal with later. In those cases where it is
difficult to understand what a student is trying to
say, first give the student a chance to clarify. If they
cannot do this, restate what you think they are

trying to say.

Dictionaries

Frequent dictionary use makes reading a slow,
laborious affair. Students should be taught first to
try to guess the meaning of a word using context and

word form clues before they resort to a dictionary. In
addition, although a good learner’s English-English
dictionary is helpful, bilingual dictionaries should be
discouraged, as they are often inaccurate. Students
should use a dictionary that supplies simple and clear
definitions, context sentences, and synonyms. We
recommend Heinle's Newbury House Dictionary with
CD-ROM, 3rd Edition.

We would like to thank the following reviewers
for their ideas and helpful suggestions regarding the

Hot Topics series:

Chiou-Lan Chern

Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan, China

CJ. Dalton
Institution Verbatim English, Belo Horizante, Brazil

Judith Finkelstein
Reseda Community Adult School, Reseda, CA, United States

Patricia Brenner

University of Washington, Seattle, WA, United States

Renee Klosz
Lindsey Hopkins Technical Education Center,
Miami, FL, United States

Eric Rosenbaum
BEGIN Managed Programs, New York, NY, United States

Finally, thanks to all instructors who, by
selecting the Hot Topics series, recognize that ESL
students are mature learners who have the right to
read about unconventional and provocative topics.
By offering your students challenging reading topics
that encourage curiosity and debate, their ideas and
opinions will become essential and fruitful parts of
their classroom experience.

CHERYL PAVLIK
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PREVIEW

Discuss the answers to these questions.

1. Which of these animals are good pets?

2. Do people in your country keep pets? If so, what kind?
3. Why do people keep pets?




PART |

Predict
A. Quickly skim the two articles. Circle the answers.
Which article . . .
1. is an advertisement?

Reading 1 Reading 2 Readings 1 & 2
2. talks about an idea in general?

Reading 1 Reading 2 Readings 1 & 2
3. has information from people who disagree?

Reading 1 Reading 2 Readings 1 & 2
4. uses quotes from pet owners?

Reading 1 Reading 2 Readings 1 & 2

B. Write a question that you think each article will answer.

Reading 1:
Reading 2:

Read It
Read the articles. Look for the answers to your questions.

% READING 1 New Restaurant with That

Special Dog in Mind

Do you want to get your dog a special birthday
present? If you live in Chicago, you can take Spike or Fifi
out to dinner at the Pet Café. It has tables for the humans
and eating stands for the dogs. A meal costs less than four
dollars. For that price, your dog gets an entrée, a fortune
dog biscuit (the canine version of a fortune cookie), and a
bowl of peanut-butter ﬂé{o;gd ice cream. You, the owner,
on the other hand, are onl)rlrﬂoffered candy.

You may think a restaurant for dogs is strange.
However, restaurant owner Vera Carter does not. She

o Chapter 1
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says, “People want to return the loyalty and love their animals give them.

@ canine adj. For a dog, the best way to do that is to give them good food.”

RE; IR B Carl Gregory, a pet-industry expert agrees. He says Americans are not
@ version n. just buying food; they are spending millions of dollars on toys, beds,

J 2 classes, and even clothing for their pets. In fact, today Americans spend
@ flavor n. twice as much on their pets as they did in 1994. In that year, they spent

bk about 17 million dollars. In 2004, they spent more than 34 million dollars.

For these reasons, many different types of businesses are offering
services to pet owners. Some hotels now rent pet-friendly rooms. Some even
have room service for dogs. Mail-order companies offering steak for dogs
have become more popular. There are also many bakeries selling pet treats
in addition to pies and cakes for people. More and more restaurants are
adding food for pets to their menus. However, there aren’t many sit-down
pet restaurants like the Pet Café.

Some people don't like the idea of a restaurant for dogs. As Web
blogger Jack Simpson says, “Dog restaurants are absurd.” Dog owner Sherry
Evans doesn't agree. She went to the Pet Café with her dog, Lulu. “No, it’s
not ridiculous,” she says. “Everyone has to feel needed. Lulu is my sweet,

precious baby.”

@ READING 2)  Camp Hideaway

You want to take a vacation, but you are worried about your pet. Who
will take care of Fluffy, Roger, or Princess? Now you can leave town with
confidence. Just take your pet to Camp Hideaway—an all-season camp for
your favorite animal. Camp Hideaway is a high-class place. It’s just like

€ camper n.
summer camp for

mEH children! Campers have
@ heated adj. pool time, and they
WEE, B 150 have special play
i times. Camp Hideaway
has indoor heated dog
runs and a big 4

outdoor area for
playful, social dogs.

In some ways, it’s

better than summer

camps children enjoy.

Pampered Pets: Love me? Love my dog! e



Camp Hideaway has television. Sparky can go to the doggie TV room, sit

¢ cfmCh - s OO the couch; and watch television with his friends. Individual personalities
?2% KUK are also respected. Is your pet shy? There is a separate exercise area for dogs

or cats that like to be alone. Like your dog, your cat won't be bored either.
She will have a private room with windows. She can look outside and see
birds and fish. She will also have lots of toys to play with. To help all the
animals relax, there is classical music 24 hours a day. Camp Hideaway’s
counselors also follow your pet’s daily schedule. If you want, you can bring
in your pet’s own food, treats, toys, and bed. Your little camper will be so
happy that he may never want to go home!

Reading Comprehension

Check Your Predictions
1. Look back at questions 1-4 in the Predict section. How correct were
your predictions?

Prediction Incorrect Correct
1

2
3
4

2. If you found the answers to your questions, what were they?
Reading 1:
Reading 2:

G Chapter 1




Check the Facts

Check (v) the questions you can answer after reading once. Then go
back and look for the answer you are unsure of.

A. Read the statements and write true (T) or false (F). Go back
to Reading 1 and look for the answers you are unsure of.

1. People can eat at the Pet Café.

2. Dogs eat at tables at the Pet Café.

— 3. Americans are spending less money on pets than they
did before.

— 4. Some hotels allow pets to stay.

——— 5. Everyone thinks that pet restaurants are a good idea.
6. There are many pet restaurants in the United States.
7. Some regular restaurants sell food for pets.

B. Answer the questions.

1. The writer quotes several people. What is each person’s position?
Vera Carter

Carl Gregory
Jack Simpson
Sherry Evans

2. What unusual services do each of these types of businesses offer
to pets?

hotels: and

restaurants:

bakeries:

Pampered Pets: Love me? Love my dog! e



A. Read the statements and write true (T) or false (F). Go back
to Reading 2 and look for the answers you are unsure of.

______ 1. Camp Hideaway is only for pets.

____ 2. Camp Hideaway has services for cats, dogs, birds, and fish.
___3. The camp is only for social animals.

4. Cats stay in rooms with birds and fish.

— 5. Not all pets follow the same daily schedule at the camp.
______ 6. Pet owners must bring their pet's own food and bed.

B. Answer the questions.

1. How is Camp Hideaway like a camp for children?

2. What special things does Camp Hideaway have for cats? For dogs?

Analyze
Answer these questions. Give reasons for your answers.

1. Do you think Carl Gregory has a pet?

2. Do some people travel with their pets?
3. Do you think Sherry Evans has children?
4

Is Camp Hideaway probably more expensive than dog pounds
or kennels?

5. What do the names Fifi, Sparky, Fluffy, Roger, and Princess refer to?
Why did the writer use them?

6 Chapter 1




