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Luo Yanjun

Is from Kaili, Guizhou, a serviceman in active service, is conferred the rank
of Senior Colonel, a fan of calligraphy and collection, has published a
number of award-winning articles in publications of the PLA and other
publications
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PREFACE

Military rank and uniform serve the purposes of determining the rank of servicemen and
distinguishing them from civilians, which also mark the honor given by the state. They are the
unique sign of army, mirroring the characters of a country, an nation, and an era. The evolution
of military rank and uniform reflect people's understanding of war and servicemen. The various
and special styles of military rank and uniform are uniquely attractive to the public, especially
the collection fans.

The People's Liberation Army (PLA) has seen a number of changes in uniform since it was
founded over eighty years ago. These changes reflect not only the transition of PLA, but also
the advance in technology, the growing economic strength of China, and the shift in aesthetic
view of the times. Troops wearing the 1948-style uniforms, with the “August 1st” star badge
on their cap and “PLA” badge on breast, achieved brilliant exploits in national liberation
battles. Wearing the 1950-style uniform, PLA troops fought against the US army in North Korea
and marched to Tibet. The 1955-style uniform for the army, air force and navy of PLA was the
first one bearing military rank in the history of PLA followed the conferment of military ranks in
1955, as characterized by the epaulets for Chinese Marshals and stars for Generals. As said in a
then popular couplet “wear one red star on the head and two red flags on the arms” , the
1966-style green uniform of PLA, nicknamed “three red patches” , is the longest in service in
the history of PLA, which was so popular in the 60s and 70s that green became the most
fashionable color of China because of it. 1980s is a new era in the development of PLA's military
uniform, with two styles, namely the 1985-style and 1987-style adopted successively. It is in
this period that different series of military uniform of PLA were adopted, and that PLA
servicemen began to wear different clothes in performing different tasks. Entering the new
century, the new 2007-style uniform was adopted by PLA. The 2007-style uniform is the result
of the most comprehensive and systematic uniform reform in the history of PLA, with the color
for the land army switched to pine-tree green, for the navy to dark blue and white, and for the
air force slightly darkened on the basis of blue grey. It is in this style that army-specific breast
insignia, name insignia, and brief information tags are adopted in a large scale across the entire
PLA system. Moreover, the uniform system gets more complete, the appearance becomes more
beautiful and solemn, the models are divided in a more scientific manner, the material used is
better, and the color looks more harmonious.

In compiling A Collection of the Ranks and Uniforms of the Chinese People's Liberation Army,
Comrade Yanjun, the author, presents his deep affection of the army, his fancy of servicemen,
and his interest to collect military articles. In the book, the military ranks, uniforms and ensigns
which were adopted or used by PLA at different times are exhibited through photograph,
accompanied by concise explanations. Readers of this book will not only get the knowledge of
how the PLA ranks and uniforms have evolved, but also will have an idea about the glorious
achievements of the army from a special perspective.

The items collected by the author are great in number, complete in style, and wide in
coverage. They reflect the author's view on the history of PLA and the culture in the evolution
of military uniforms. This book will surely serve as a valuable reference for military collection
fans and for the research of the PLA's military ranks and uniforms.

Zhao Keming Former commissor and general of PLA Univesity of National Defense
November 2009
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FIRST CLASS, SECOND CLASS, THIRD CLASS MEDAL OF LIBERATION OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND
CORRESPONDING CERTIFICATES

—hWARFENBZ+=H , 2EARKFASESZERLE_T RSN, REPEARKNEEFFEARBREEFTEA
REGHEFNHEDARNMERESRS , FTESREARKRERBEEFETEAREGHFTPEVAR—R/\—HE. —
RINTEHHBE. —REBIENE—HEE , RERFRESIIIA—R/\—ME  BFREFIUA-RRIEHHE , BF
KEESTON—RBHENE. 3
September 23, 1955, in accordance with the Regulations of the People's Republic of China on Conferring Medals and Decorations to PLA Officers
Who Rendered Meritorious Services in the People's Revolutionary War of China, on the 22nd Conference of the Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress reviewed the first name list submitted by Premier Zhou Enlai for those who performed meritorious services during
the Chinese revolutionary war and suggested to be granted the First Class August 1st Medal, the First Class Medal of Independence and Freedom,
and the First Class Medal of Liberation. The conference decided to award Zhu De and so on 131 PLA officers the First Class August 1st Medal, to

Zhu De and so on 117 PLA officers the First Class Medal of Independence and Freedom, and to Zhu De and so on 570 PLA officers the First Class
Medal of Liberation.
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—NERFAATF+EHE-NREFARB+N\B , —RN\—REHWRL78L , —R/N\—EHMELRL467H, =%
J\—RhEEHTAR 53391,

—RBFHRIPRALTE , —RBFIARARNERTES , ZABF-N=AF A THRSMFEIRIZES
—HEE. —A=AFAB=THSNTEIRIZES _SEFENFEIRIEZNASEE. —NA=AFAA=1+HA
SNBALALENAIES —_+AFUR —N=tF LA BRIBRHSBEEAFMSNFINBREOERUATAR.

'From September 27, 1955 to June 18, 1957, in total, 178 pieces of the First Class August 1st Medal, 1467 pieces of the Second Class
August 1st Medal, and 5339 pieces of the Third Class August 1st Medal were conferred.
Receivers of the First Class August 1st Medal are officers at the level of division leader or above, receivers of the Second Class August 1st
Medal are officers at the level of regiment or battalion leader, and those of the Third Class August 1st Medal are officers and/or soldiers
at the level of company leader or below, who joined the First Front Army of the Chinese Workers' and Peasants’ Red Army before October
20, 1935, or joined the Second Front Army or and Fourth Front Army of the Chinese Workers' and Peasants’ Red Army before September
30, 1936, or joined the Red Army in Northern Shaanxi or the 25th Army of the Chinese Workers' and Peasants’' Red Army before
September 30, 1935, or fought the guerrilla wars across China or joined the Northeast Anti-Japanese United Army before July 6, 1937.
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—NWBRFABZHtHE-NAATFEARRT/N\B , — KRBT BHMEHMA307H , RN HHMEHRMA
415287 , =R B EHMAR310984L.

—RFFHRE LRI ZHURA/\BERNARFOES FIREUETFE | FETRIES RN HNZER SR F18
HFZARLALETFER . —WOBEFNE —HEE/\BE. FNENTEXRASHNBFEMFEITEOMNARAF
MEDRLAEFE. —REFHEEFETHORENARREBS T, ZRREFRESAFHBNERMNERREBIST
8.

From September 27, 1955 to June 18, 1957, in total, 307 pieces of the First Class Medal of Independence and Freedom, 4152 pieces of the
Second Class Medal of Independence and Freedom, and 31098 pieces of the Third Class Medal of Independence and Freedom were
conferred.

Receivers of the First Class Medal of Independence and Freedom are officers at the level of brigade leader or above after the Chinese
Workers' and Peasants' Red Army was reorganized into the Eighth Route Army, those at the level of detachment leader or above after the
Chinese Workers' and Peasants' Red Army was reorganized into the New Fourth Army, or those at the level of army leader in the Eighth
Route Army, the New Fourth Army, or anti-Japanese guerilla forces under the leadership of the Communist Party of China or at the level
of division leader in the New Fourth Army, before September 2, 1945. Receivers of the Second Class Medal of Independence and
Freedom are officers at the level of brigade and/or regiment leader in the anti-Japanese war, and those of the Third Class Medal of
Independence and Freedom are officers at the level of battalion and/or company leader in the anti-Japanese war.




—WBERFEABZ+LEBEE-AREEABH/\B , —RBHMELMARISIMN , ZRBMMEHINA49321L , =R
PRI AN AT A 5487 9L,

—RFFRESEFHENERUA LREESTH , —REFRRSESHHONEREBESTE SRR TFRESS
HNARNERREELTH. THERSEREEMNEXNARBFE-—NAIFAB=+HEARASELNER) , 1R
BINGEX/N , DRRTF—. Z. ZHBHMERRBRE.

From September 27, 1955 to June 18, 1957, in total, 983 pieces of the First Class Medal of Liberation, 4932 pieces of the Second Class
Medal of Liberation, and 54879 pieces of the Third Class Medal of Liberation were conferred.

Receivers of the First Class Medal of Liberation are officers at the level of army leader or above in the Liberation War. Receivers of the
Second Class Medal of Liberation are officers at the level of division leader in the Liberation War, and those of the Third Class Medal of
Liberation are officers at the level of regiment and/or battalion leader in the Liberation War. Depending on the degree of merit, the First
Class, Second Class, and Third Class Medal of Liberation or Liberation Decoration were conferred to those who directly led the revolt of
Nationalist troops (including revolts after June 30, 1950).




g ARIME/N\—. BYBHH. BRRE

THE AUGUST 1ST DECORATION, INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM DECORATION, LIBERATION
DECORATION OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

N—RE : BFPEARBREE-N=tFtAARBUASNFEIRLE , FBRE=R/\—WEXRHHOEUATAR, #
10351,

BYBHRE : BFERAKSFHPSN/N\BE, FNELRBE~SNIER=ZASHT BiFEMABEE ERTHERFEER
RAGERBERHERLAT AR, 4686211,

BHRE : BYERMSRSHBSNTEARBRERFLL  RERNFRFERFERAGERENEUTAR | EeJZFRISES
HHREENSREREEN—ITBHI—IMBEENNENAR | BHAFERUEHEMENEXARTIRETF. H+85H
#.

August 1st Decoration: 1035 pieces in total, conferred to PLA soldiers below the level of company leader, who joined the Chinese
Workers' and Peasants' Red Army before July 6, 1937, but were not qualified for a Third Class August 1st Medal.

Independence and Freedom Decoration: 46862 pieces in total, conferred to below the level of platoon leader who joined the Eighth
Route Army, New Fourth Army, or anti-Japanese guerilla forces under the leadership of CPC in the anti-Japanese war for over two years
or less than two years but were disabled due toinjury in battle.

Liberation Decoration: Over 100,000 pieces in total, conferred to below the level of company leader wha joined the PLA in the
Liberation War for over two years, or less than two years but were disabled due to injury in battle. This decoration were also conferred to
those who led the revolt of Nationalist troops from one platoon up to one battalion in the Liberation War, or those led revolts after the

Liberation War who were qualified for this decoration.
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THE PLA'S FIRST CLASS RED STAR BADGE OF HONOR, SECOND CLASS RED STAR BADGE OF
HONOR, INDEPENDENCE BADGE OF HONOR, AND VICTORY BADGE OF HONOR

—NWNN\FEB—HBELtELEAXEZSMETRERZ (XTRFENBATHRTEARBREDMREZOMAE) . HED
REESH=HM  MOENMRES (HRR) . BUNMRESMUFIHAREER.

—hN\FEEB=8H , WINERHBHS , FLULHE.

—NWN\FLA=1H , PREZEARASEFTRANUNA  BFHBHKEB0BRAT—RABHMREDE. IREF
374 BRFE-_RAENMREMNE. BHEBEFIMMF[RATRINHRERT. BRFFLSIBATHAMDHRESR.

July 1, 1988, on the 7th Conference of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress approved the Regulations of the
Central Military Commission on Conferring the Badge of Honor of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army to Retired PLA Officers. The
badge is divided into three categories: Red Star Badge of Honor (in two classes), Independence Badge of Honor, and Victory Badge of
Honor.

The conferment was announced on July 3, 1988 under the order of Comrade Deng Xiaoping.

On July 30, 1988, a badge-awarding ceremony was held by the Central Military Commission at the People’s Hall. Xiao Jingguang and so
on 830 retired officers were conferred the First Class Red Star Badge of Honor, Wang Ronghua and so on 3704 were conferred the
Second Class Red Star Badge of Honor, He Jinheng and so on 47914 were conferred the Independence Badge of Honor, Deng Zhaoxiang
and se on 31519 were canferred the Victory.Badge of Honor.




