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Perface to the Third Edition

This book is the third edition of Environmental Law, a book designed by the Ministry
of Education as the tenth five-year plan national level college and university education text-
book.

The book is composed of 11 chapters, presenting a systematic exposition of the general
conceptions, basic principles, basic institutions and main contents of China’s environmen-
tal protection and resources conservation laws. The General Introduction mainly expounds
general knowledge and related concepts of the environment and environmental problems,
subjects investigated in environmental law, and research techniques and methods for envi-
ronmental law. In this part, the book also indicates the significance of researching environ-
mental law as an interdisciplinary between the law and environmental science. In the Gen-
eral Theories of Environmental Law, this book explains the concept of environmental law,
the relevant parties and subjects in environmental law and their mutual rights and duties,
and the fundamental principles and basic institutions of environmental law. In the Specific
Theories of Environmental Law, the book provides a detailed understanding to legislative
background, main contents, and relevant theoretical basis of China’s specific environmental
pollution prevention and control laws, nature conservation laws, environmental tort reme-
dies and crime sanctions, and other relevant laws, rules, regulations, and provisions, as
well as explanation to the concept of international environmental law, the practices of inter-
national environmental law in China, and basic contents of major international environmen-
tal conventions and treaties.

The science of environmental law ( as called, according to the classification of China’s
law science, the “environmental protection and resources conservation law” ) is an emer-
ging interdisciplinary field in law; therefore, on the basis of expounding basic conceptions,
knowledge, and theories of environmental law, the book designedly establishes relevant
case studies, tables, and columns to analyze and explain key and difficult issues in envi-
ronmental law. The index annexed to this textbook may also provide the reader with con-

venient access to learn and understand environmental law.
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About the Author

Wang Jin, male, was born in October 1960 in Wuhan, Hubei Province. He is now a
full professor at Peking University Law School, the Director of Peking University Re-
sources, Energy and Environmental Law Institute, and the Director of Peking University
Nuclear Policy and Law Research Center. Meanwhile, he serves as a Chinese member of
China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development, and a Vice
chairman of Environmental Law Branch of Chinese Society For Environmental Sciences.

Professor Wang Jin received his PhD degree in environmental law from Peking Univer-
sity Law School in 1997. Prior to this, he earned Master of Law from Wuhan University
Law School in 1991 and Bachelor of Medicine from Wuhan Medical College in 1983. Dur-
ing the PhD study in Peking University, he was sent as a visiting scholar to Uppsala Uni-
versity in Sweden in 1995 to research environmental legislation and as an exchange PhD
candidate to Hosei University in Japan to study Japanese environmental law between 1996
and 1997. Besides, he once served as a teaching assistant and then as a lecturer at Wuhan
University Law School from 1986 to 1994, and as Public health physician at Wuhan Qings-
han Health and Epidemic Prevention Station from 1983 to 1986.

Professor Wang Jin’s major research covers environmental law, and nuclear policy and
law. He had his representative academic book A Study of the Objectives of Environmental
Law published by Law Press in 2000, which was awarded in 2010 the Qian Duansheng
Prize for Research in Law, the top academic award in China’s law field. In addition, he is
the writer or co-writer ( co-translator) of more than 10 academic books or textbooks and o-
ver 100 academic papers published in famous Chinese and foreign legal and/or environ-
mental science journals.

Since involved in revising Environmental Protection Law of the People’s Republic of
China (for Trial Implementation) in 1986, he has taken part in drafting, demonstrating or
revising China’s all environment and resources protection laws, nuclear energy and nuclear
safety laws and key environmental, natural resources and energy regulations and rules. In
2000, he won the first prize of the group of liberal arts in the Third Speech Contest of Basic

Teaching Skills of Young Teachers in Universities in Beijing.
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