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Analytical Writing

ce of Computer or Paper

SAMPLE
Analytical Writing
You may choose to handwrite your responses or type them on the computer. Score
reporting for responses typed on the computer will take approximately 10— 15 days;
score reporting for handwritten responses may take up to six weeks.

Click on your choice below. Once you decide on how to compose your responses, you
cannot change your mind during the test.

information

e o o ~
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Analytical Writing

You have finished the general directions about the test;
now you are ready to begin.

Inform

Present Your Perspective on an Issue

In this section, you will have 45 minutes to plan and compose a response that presents your perspective
on the topic you selected. A response on any topic other than the one you selected will receive a score
of zero. You will have a choice between two Issue topics. Each topic will appear as a brief quotation that
states or implies an issue of general interest. Youarefreetoaeoa‘gt. reject, or qualify the claim made in
the topic, as Iong as the ideas you gresent are clearly relevant to the topic you select. Support your views
_ with reasons and examples drawn from such areas as your reading, experience, observations, or
academic studies.
Before you make a choice, read each topic carefully. Then decide on which topic you could write a more
ffective and well d r nse. GRE readers who are college and university faculty will read your
response and evaluate its overall quality, based on how well you
« consider the complexities and implications of the issue
« organize, develop, and express your ideas on the issue
« support your ideas with relevant reasons and examples
« control the elements of standard written English
To indicate your choice, click on one of the labeled icons: TOPIC 1 or TOPIC 2. Once you have confirmed
your choice, you WILL NOT be able to go back to the other topic.
You may want to take a few minutes to think about the issue you have chosen and to plan a response
before you begin writing. Be sure to develop your ideas fully and organize them coherently, but leave
time to read what you have written and make any revisions that you think are necessary.
Timing will begin when you click on Proceed.

tion
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ISSUE TOPIC SELECTION

Present your perspective on one of the issues below, using relevant reasons and/or examples to support your
views.

TOPIC 1:

"Wisdomlsrightfullyamibmednoﬂopeoplewhokmwwha!tolookforinllfebmtopaoplewhoknow
what to overlook. "

TOPIC 2:

"The media (books, film, music, television, for example) tend to create rather than reflect the values of
a society. "

ISSUE TOPIC CONFIRMATION

You have selected the following topic

'WlsdomIsrighﬂullyamibumdnonopeoplswhoknawwhattolookforinlnebtntopeople
who know what to overlook. "

Pmemmwmeﬁvemmmm.wmmbvmmanwmomtowwonyour
views. F

“Wisdom is rightfully atiributed not to people who know what to look for in lfe but to people who know
what to overlook."




riting—-Section 1

If you have completed your essay, or if you wish to exit this section, click on Exit Section.
If you click on Exit Section, you WILL NOT be able to return to this section of the test.

|
|

Quit

Exit Time

You have finished this section and will now begin the next one.

| Analyze an Argument l

You will have 30 minutes to plan and write a critique of an argument presented in the form of
a short passage. A critique of any other argument will receive a score of zero.

Analyze the line of reasoning in the argument. Be sure to consider what, if any, questionable
assumptions underlie the thinking and, if evidence is cited, how well it supports the conclusion.

»

'y

You can also discuss what sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what
changes in the argument would make it more logically sound, and what additional information
might help you better evaluate its conclusion. Note that you are NOT being asked to present
your views on the subject.

GRE readers who are college and university faculty will read your critique and evaluate its

overall quality, based on how well you

L

5,

« Identify and analyze important features of the argument

* Organi lop pi your critique of the argument
« Support your critique with relevant reasons and examples

« Control the elements of standard written English

Before you begin writing, you may want to take a few minutes to evaluate the argument and to
plan a response. Be sure to develop your ideas fully and organize them coherently, but leave
time to read what you have written and make any revisions that you think are necessary.

Timing for this section will begin when you click on the Dismiss Directions icon.




Analytical Writing—-Section 2

For this task, you will read a brief argument and then discuss how well reasoned you
find the argument. Note that you are not being asked to agree or disagree with the
position taken or the conclusion reached by the argument. In your discussion, be sure

to analyze the line of reasoning in the argument. You should consider what, if any,
questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and, if evidence is cited, whether it
supports the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence would strengthen

or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more logically sound,
and whether additional information would help you to evaluate its conclusion.

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument.

Six months ago the region of Forestville increased the speed limit for vehicles traveling on the
region's highways by ten miles per hour. Since that change took effect, the number of automobile
accidents in that region has increased by 15 percent. But the speed limit in Eimsford, a region
neighboring Forestville, remained unch d, and automobil idents declined slightly during
the same six-month period. Therefore, if the citizens of Forestville want to reduce the number of
automobile accidents on the region's highways, they should campaign to reduce Forestville's
speed limit to what it was before the increase.

If you have completed your essay, or if you wish to exit this section,
click on Exit Section. If you click on Exit Section, you WILL NOT be
able to return to this section of the test.
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Dear X X X,

We are writing to you because ETS is concerned, based on a preliminary review, that
there appears to be substantial evidence that your scores on the March 15, 2003
Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) General Test are invalid. As you acknowledged
" when you registered for the test, ETS has the right to review the validity of test scores,
and to cancel questionable scores when we believe there is substantial evidence that they
are invalid. The enclosed booklet, Why and How Educational Testing Service Questions
Test Scores, provides important information about this process, and we urge you to

read it carefully.

Our preliminary concerns are based on the following factor(s). At the essay reading
sessions, the readers noticed that your essay on the issue topic has unusual similarities
with other essays written on the same topic. Further reviews determined that a portion
of your essay contains ideas, language and/or examples found in other test takers’

essays or from published sources that include:

« People dreamed of flying, “fly like a bird”, and/or the Wright Brothers and the
invention of the airplane

« Einstein and the theory of relativity

« Thomas Edison and the invention of the light bulb

« Bill Gates and the founding of Microsoft

« Robert Owen and his utopian community
ETS is not accusing you of cheating, but the anomalies noted above raise concerns about
the validity of your scores.

At your request, we will send you (or, in the case of secure test materials, give you an

opportunity to examine) the materials that reflect our concerns.

Final decisions about whether there is substantial evidence supporting cancellation of

5




test scores are made by three-member panels of ETS’s Board of Review. Before the
Board of Review considers this matter, you have an opportunity to send us any
information that addresses our concerns. Feel free to consult with other people whose
judgment you trust. We must receive any information you would like the Board of
Review to consider by August 14, 2003. Any information we receive by that date, as
well as other information about your scores, will be considered by the Board of Review.
If you do not wish the Board of Review to consider this matter, and would like ETS to
cancel your scores and send you a voucher that can be used for registering for a future

test, you must tell us by August 14, 2003.

If any single Board of Review member decides that there is not substantial evidence
supporting cancellation of your scores, ETS will clear your scores and report them to
the institutions you designated. If, on the other hand, all three members of the Board of
Review panel determine that there is substantial evidence supporting cancellation of your
scores, you will be given an opportunity to select one of the options listed below. These

options are described more fully in the enclosed booklet.

1) Tell us to cancel your scores. You will receive a refund of your test fee in the
form of a voucher that you can use to register for another scheduled administration.

2) Let the school or agency to which you are sending the scores decide whether or
not to use the scores which ETS will first cancel. We will send them our reasons for

canceling your scores with your explanation. We will do this only if the school or agency

agrees to participate.

In addition to the options listed above, we acknowledge your legal right to seek judicial

review of Board of Review decisions.

ETS strives to preserve the integrity of the testing process by balancing the need for
accurate test scores with the interests of all test takers in being treated fairly. We
regret, and will try to minimize, any inconvenience to you. ETS will also treat this as a

confidential matter unless you choose to inform others or authorize us to do so.

Please write to me via air mail, or send me a fax (609) 406-9709, if you would like to
discuss this letter, submit information, or select one of the available options. Any
future correspondence regarding this matter, or any documents that you would like to

submit to the Board of Review, should be addressed to:

XXX

Test Security Office 38-Z
Educational Testing Service
Princeton, NJ 08541

E-mail. thills-credle@ets. org
Fax: 609-406-9709




We must receive your decision by August 14, 2003 or we will submit the matter to the

Board of Review and notify you of its decision.
Sincerely,

XXX

Test Security Specialist

TEH

Enclosure

Ref. No. 03 129459
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Generalists have the ideas and beliefs of what America is made of. America’s wealth of
knowledge can be related to the generalists of the past generations and the original
leaders of our Constitution Period that helped shape our great nation. If our former
leaders would have not been generaliéts when creating our country’s Constitution in the
late 1770’s, American generations of would have been burdened with the constant

understanding that they are doomed to failure.

The fact that our past leaders were not specialists gave the creation of the Constitution
the ability to be changed through amendments passed by our represented leaders of
today. The Constitution was created with the ability to adapt to the countries needs and
demands in running our society as it changes over time. The generalists approach to this
creation of a non—épecialized Constitution shows the need for today’s generations to

continue with the beliefs that a specialist would not follow.

America has learned from its past and has done what it can to make the changes through
adaption. America’s greatness has been from the generalist leaders of the past, thinking
for the Americans of the future. Americans with a broad perspective is what will

continue to lead our great nation into the twenty-first century.
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