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Preface

During the past decades there has been an increased interest in solving sys-
tems of nonlinear differential equations associated with physical problems.
Throughout engineering and technological industries, we are confronted with
nonlinear boundary-value problems that cannot be solved by analytical meth-
ods. Although remarkable progress has been made in developing new and
powerful techniques for solving the nonlinear differential equations, notably
in the fields of fluid mechanics, biology, finance, aerospace engineering, chem-
ical, and control engineering, much remains to be done.

In the present book, we highlight the development, analysis and applica-
tion of the finite difference technique, the Keller-box method, for the solution
of coupled nonlinear boundary-value problems. We have tried to present an
account of what has been accomplished in the field to date. Accordingly, we
shape this book to those interested in the Keller-box method as a working
tool for solving physical and engineering problems.

This book can help the reader develop the toolset needed to apply the
method, without sifting through the endless literature on the subject. Issues
of finite differences, converting a system to first order differential equations,
linearization by Newton’s method, initial approximations, some basic numeri-
cal techniques, and obtaining a tridiagonal system by the Thomas algorithm,
are discussed heuristically. As mentioned above, there are plenty of appli-
cations of the Keller-box method in the literature. In selecting applications
and specific problems to work through, we have restricted our attention to
fluid flow and heat transfer phenomena. Hence, in order to illustrate various
properties and tools useful when applying the Keller-box method, we have
selected recent research results in this area.

We appreciate the support and motivation of the editor A.C.J. Luo. We
also acknowledge the role of Higher Education Press (China) and de Gruyter
for making this book a reality. Last but not the least, we thank Prof. Mike
Taylor for reading the manuscript and suggesting some needed changes.

Orlando, Florida K. Vajravelu
K.V. Prasad
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Chapter 0

Introduction

Nature is in essence nonlinear. Many fundamental laws in science and engi-
neering are modeled by nonlinear differential equations. The origin of nonlin-
ear differential equations is very old, but it has been undergone remarkable
new developments in the field of nonlinear equations for last few decades.
One of the main impulses, among others for developing nonlinear differ-
ential equations has been the study of boundary layer equations. At high
Reynolds number, the effect of viscosity is confined to a layer near the wall
where the velocity changes are very large. Prandtl was the pioneer in de-
veloping a theory by employing what are now called the boundary layer
assumptions. Mathematical analyses based on these assumptions of many
physical problems in fluid mechanics agree well with the experimental obser-
vations. These equations are derived from the Navier-Stokes equations which
describe the behavior of the fluid using boundary layer approximation. Using
similarity transformations, these equations can be converted into nonlinear
coupled ordinary differential equations (ODEs) or partial differential equa-
tions (PDEs). Their solution structure demands sophisticated analytical or
numerical schemes. The analysis of flow and heat transfer over an infinite
range occurs in many branches of science and technology. The fluid veloc-
ity satisfies higher order nonlinear differential equations depending on the
stress-strain relation. In some instances one is able to obtain exact analyti-
cal solutions. When exact or analytical solutions are obtained, one is often
faced with difficulty generalizing such results to other nonlinear differential
equations. In many situations one is compelled to develop a good numerical
scheme, fast as well as accurate, in order to obtain approximate solution to
these coupled equations. Obtaining such numerical schemes to solve these
coupled ODEs/PDEs for all prevailing physical parameters is the key point
of this book.

Due to the difficulties of the problems, we frequently seek to obtain nu-
merical solutions to a nonlinear problem, valid over some restricted region in
the domain of the original problem. One such technique, which has shown a
great promise over the past few years, is the Keller-box method. By use of
the box method, numerous nonlinear differential equations have been studied
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in great detail. Like many other finite difference methods, the box method is
very useful as it allows us to obtain numerical solutions to systems of non-
linear differential equations. The finite difference method is unique among
other numerical techniques as it allows us to effectively control the rate of
convergence via an initial approximation and then proceeds as follows:

reducing them to a system of first order equations;

writing the difference equations using central differences;
linearization of the algebraic equations by Newton’s method;

writing them in matrix form; and

finally solving the system by block tridiagonal elimination technique.

However, such great freedom comes with the dilemma of deciding just
how to proceed. There have been a number of nonlinear differential equa-
tions to which the box method has been applied. However the selection of
initial approximation varies greatly for different values of the non-dimensional
parameters. That said, there are some underlying themes that become appar-
ent when one examines the literature on the topic. Building on such themes,
we hope to add some structure and formality to the application of nonlinear
flow phenomena. In particular, we discuss several features of the method and
the choices one can make in the initial approximation, far field conditions,
and the convergence criteria.

We hope that the book helps in achieving this long range goal. We present
a number of ways in which one may select the initial conditions, far field
boundary conditions, and the convergence criteria while solving a nonlin-
ear differential equation by the finite difference method. We also focus our
attention on the properties of solutions resulting from such a choice of the ini-
tial approximation, far field conditions, and the convergence criteria. These
choices play a large role in the computational efficiency.

We primarily discuss nonlinear ordinary differential equations associated
with finite differences. However, such discussion is usually general enough
to use for solving nonlinear partial differential equations as well as ordinary
differential equations. We discuss many cases in general while still maintain-
ing applicability of the results to actually computing solutions via the finite
difference method. As frequent users of the method, we understand the im-
portance of implementing the presented method.

We note that a good companion to this book will be that of Cebeci and
Bradshaw [1] which gives physical and computational aspects of convective
heat transfer, and some guidelines to solve the boundary value problems.
The first half of the book presents the finite difference method and how to
implement the box method [2]-[4].

The outline of the book will be as follows:

In Chapters 1-3, which comprise Part I of the book, we sketch the Keller-
box method. This first set of chapters serves as a summary to the method
which can be directly employed by researchers in engineering, applied physics,
and other applied sciences. We keep the discussion general enough so as to
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provide a framework for researchers. In order to give the reader the best
preparation for using the method, we realize that often the best way to convey
information is through worked out examples.

In Part II of the book, Chapters 4-6, we shift to examples by considering
problems in fluid mechanics and heat transfer governed by nonlinear differen-
tial equations [5]-[10]. Such examples will benefit the reader in applying the
methods to actual problems of physical relevance. We group such problem
into three categories: general fluid flow and heat transfer problems (Chapter
4), coupled nonlinear problems (Chapter 5), and more advanced problems
(Chapter 6).
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