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Foreword

This book is based on a collection of recently published contributions by the
author in the last decade (suitably revised and annotated with additional new
references), complemented with new unpublished work (Chapters 5 & 9), or to
appear (Chapter 11). The whole material has been appropriately restructured
in three parts. Part I deals with essential issues in temporality, aspectuality, and
actionality. Part II examines various aspects of nominal architecture, including
(but not limited to) distinctions in count/mass expressions, bareness, (in)defi-
niteness, or other determination parameters involving N-to-D Move or Agree.
Part III is dedicated to investigating time/space anchoring in clauses (or CPs),
anaphors, pronominals, and the interpretability of inflectional features.

Although there is now a rather flourishing and valuable modern linguistic
literature on the various themes and issues of Arabic grammar, the key features of
the analyses proposed, as well as the nature of the parameters involved are, to my
knowledge, both new and appealing. First, the profound study of plurality (and
pluractionality) of verbs in Arabic (Chapters 2 & 11), including the interpret-
ability of Number on the verbal category, is rather unprecedented in the litera-
ture. Second, the discovery that Arabic bare nouns behave like true indefinites in
English or Romance (Chapter 7), coupled with the discovery that Arabic post-
nominal adjectives are in a strict mirror image order of their Germanic counter-
parts (in analytic contexts) provide even more important new keys of the Arabic
(or Semitic) nominal architecture than the traditionally studied construct state
(reanalyzed here in terms of macro-parametric synthesis; Chapter 6). Third, the
traditional count/mass dichotomy is re-examined in light of the role played by
general, collective, or singulative DPs, and replaced by a more adequate binary
feature system ([+ atomic] and [+ singulative]; Chapter 5). Fourth, the synthetic
nature of temporal and voice categories (Chapter 3) and determiner categories
(Chapter 6) is given a formal characterization. Finally, a Past/Perfect/Perfective
ambiguity is established and solved in the contexts of (potentially ambiguous)
collocating temporal adverbs, or the role played by CP in temporal anchoring,
DAR (double access reading), or SOT (sequence of tense), Arabic being argued
to be a DAR language.

These key features and issues in the grammar of Arabic are treated in light
of the most recent developments of generative theory, building on comparative
and parametric approaches to language variation, minimalist design of gram-
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mar, and computational efficiency (cf. in particular Chomsky (1995, 2008), and
Kayne (2000, 2005)). The semantic/formal nature of parameters is amply investi-
gated, chiefly in connection with the Longobardi (1994, 2001)/Chierchia (1998)
debate, as well as the more general debate on whether there are macro-param-
eters (Baker (2008) or parameter schemata (Longobardi (2005), Guardiano &
Longobardi (2003)) that cannot be fully reduced to micro-parametric variation
(as in Kayne (2005)). The cartographic methodology is also explored (cf. Rizzi
(1997) and Cinque (1999) in particular), and typological results discussed and
integrated (e.g. Greenberg (1972, 1991), Aikhenvald (2001), WALS (Haspelmath
et al. 2005), etc.).

One peculiarity and persistent state of the art in approaching the structure
of Arabic is that three rather separate methodological and conceptual trends
coexist, although they hardly converge, or communicate the results of their
investigations: (a) a remote Arabist tradition, which is rich and valuable with
regard to traditional grammatical thought (see e.g. Sibawayhi (8th century),
Astarabaadii (12th century)), but cannot replace (or be transposed as such) in
modern analysis or theory; (b) a western Orientalist (and/or semiticist) tradi-
tion, which makes use of distinct notions and terms, although it builds (criti-
cally) on the Arabist lines of thought and data (see e.g. Brockelman (1913),
Wright (1974), Blachére & Gaudefroy-Demombynes (1939), Blau (1972), or
more recently Retsé (1997), Owens (2000), Versteegh (2001), Badawi, Carter
& Gully (2004), or Ryding (2005)), and (c) modern linguistic theory applied
to Arabic (for very recent applications, see e.g. Bahloul (2008), Bardeas (2009),
Aoun, Benmamoun & Choueri (2010), etc.). The texts of the Encyclopedia of
Arabic Languages and Linguistics edited by Kees Versteegh and others is an
illustration of this state of affairs, since they gather together these three non-
communicating traditions. The present book attempts to bridge gaps between
these traditions, taking into account important results reached in the various
frameworks.

The language described is basically Standard Arabic, although dialect (or
colloquial) varieties are also brought in, in addition to Hebrew, for the sake of
describing and identifying micro-variation. For more general comparison (or
macro-variation) various other languages are used (typically Germanic and
Romance). Standard Arabic is the language of more than 350 million speakers
around the globe (including 22 Arab states in which it is the main or unique offi-
cial language), more than 60 million internet users, and more than 30 million
social network users. It is also the media language of the most influential TV chan-
nels in the Arab World, the most read language of the newspapers or magazines,
etc. Huge electronic corpora in Standard Arabic are then now available to check
grammatical judgements, a tool which developed so rapidly and quantitatively
only in the last decade, and now provides more modern and reliable data.
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By putting these new contributions together (with new considerations of
theory and data), the book is expected to have a wide and substantial audience
among students, researchers, and teachers of Arabic, Semitic, comparative, typo-
logical, or theoretical linguistics. Following the path of its predecessor, Issues in
the structure of Arabic Clauses and Words, published by Kluwer Academic Pub-
lishers in 1993, it is hoped that it will become one of the popular references in

the field.



Provenance of chapters

Chapter 1, Tense/aspect interaction and variation, appeared in The Syntax of Time,
Jacqueline Guéron & Jacqueline Lecame (eds), 235-257, 2004. Cambridge MA:
The MIT Press.

Chapter 2, Transitivity, causativity, and verbal plurality, appeared in Research in
Afroasiatic Grammar 5, Jacqueline Lecarme, Jean Lowenstamm & Ur Schlonsky
(eds), 131-185, 2003. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Chapter 3, Synthetic/analytic asymmetries in Voice and Temporal Patterns,
appeared in Asymmetry in Grammar 2, Anna Maria Di Sciullo (ed.), 95-128. 2003.
Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Chapter 4, Arabic Perfect and temporal adverbs, appeared in Perfect Explorations,
Artemis Alexiadou, Monika Rathert & Arnim von Stechow (eds). 2003. Berlin:
Mouton de Gruyter.

Chapter 6, Synthesis in Arabic DPs, appeared in Relative Clauses and Genitive
Constructions in Semitic. Journal of Semitic Studies Supplement 25, Jan Retsé &
Janet Watson (eds), 153-180, 2009. Oxford: OUP.

Chapter 7, Bare, generic, mass, and referential Arabic DPs, appeared in Phrasal
and Clausal Architecture. In Honor of Joseph Emonds, Simin Karimi, Vida Samian
& Wendy Wilkins (eds), 40-65, 2007. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Chapter 8, Determination parameters in the Arabic and Semitic diglossia, appeared
in Proceedings of NACAL 35, Charles Haberl (ed.), 149-182, 2007. Newcastle:
Cambridge Scholars.

Chapter 10, Arabic silent pronouns, person, and voice, appeared in Brills Annual
of Afroasiatic Languages and Linguistics 1: 1-38, 2009.

Chapter 11, Plural verbs and Agree, is to appear in Nominal and Verbal plurality,
Patricia Cabredo-Hofherr & Brenda Laca (eds). Berlin: Walter de Gruyter.
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Thanks to the publishers for having granted me permission to reproduce this
material.

Chapter 5, The grammar of count and mass, appears here for the first time, and is
based on two invited talks: Kinds of Number (and Gender). International Work-
shop on Nominal systems across languages. Barcelona: UAB, 2009; & Ways of
counting and numbering. Workshop on nominal and verbal Plurality, 2009. Paris:
CNRS & Univ. of Paris VIIL

Chapter 9, Time/space anchors, logophors, finiteness, and (un)interpretability of
inflection, appears here for the first time, and is based on two talks. Finite time
inflection and double access construal. Invited talk. Postgraduate Conference at the
Univ. of Newcastle, 2007. & Talk delivered at NACAL 36, 2008. Chicago.
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