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Preface

Of paramount importance in the course of our reforming and opening to the outside world is
the need for us to know the world and to be known by the world. This need appears all the more
urgent in the field of our defense science, technology and industry, which was, for historical rea-
sons, kept shunted from the outside world. Although great efforts have in recent years been ex-
erted in the work of defense scientific and technical information, yet when these efforts are mea-
sured against the need for reforming and opening, a considerable gap is still felt. It is this objec-
tive pressure and our subjective sense of urgency that have motivated us to compile a reference
book introducing the military industries of various countries in the world. We knew from the
very beginning that to compile such a book would be a gigantic and painstaking task, as it is
widely involved. Difficulties would surely be encountered in data-collecting and all sorts of prob-
lems would crop up in the course of actual compiling. And no single unit would dare set to work
without severe deliberation. To the demands. from the various units within the defense scientific
and technical information system, the Office of Scientific and Technical Information under the
State Commission of Science, Technology and Industry for National Defense held itself responsi-
ble for organizing the task. For caution’s sake, a special team had been set up for conducting re-
peated evaluation before the task was finally put on record. The compilation to the true sense of
the word started in early 1987 and was completed and sent to the press in August 1989, altogeth-
er lasting two and a half years, with more than 170 people from 8 units involved in the task,
which proves to be a cooperation of success within China’s defense scientific and technical infor-
mation community.

The key value for the existence of a country is its capability of maintaining independence
and keeping the initiative in its own hands, while an appropriate defense capability is one of the
prerequisites and marks for the former capability. Defense capability is mainly composed of two
integral parts; armed forces and military industry. Therefore, any country cherishing its inde-
pendence ana initiative-keeping, will, with conditions permitting, develop its own military indus-
try to the best of its ability. Military industry is a unique field. It is not a business in the ordinary
sense of technology and economy. Nor is it an unrelated and loose combination among various
departments or professions. It is strictly controlled by the State and yet confronted with severe
marketplace competition. It is so closely linked to a nation’s economy, science and technology ,
social development and the like, that it identifies itself as an integral part of the national economy
of that nation, exercising its direct influence on the qevelopment of the national economy and sci-
ence and technology.

This reference book—— Survey of World Military Industry —— presents its readers with

information as detailed as possible of the military industries of 45 countries including China, and
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2 regions, mainly in terms of military technology research, military production and military
trade with their current organization, personnel, management and finance elaborated, dotted
here and there with some relevant historical facts. The general economic, political, military and
social status of each country is given as a background for that country’s military industry, allow-
ing the readers to view the military industry of that country in a rather comprehensive way.

The book, thus, can not only be an important reference book for people working in military
industry and in related government organizations, and for people engaged in military technology
research and management, but also be of some reference value to researchers in soft science and
social science as well as to faculty members of universities and colleges.

Yet it is because a nation’s fundamental interest hinges on its defense industry, every na-
tion, therefore, closely guards its defense industry as a secret. Data published by each country
are more often than not deliberately processed or even sheer fabricated, this fact adding great dif-
ficulty in compiling the book. Although the editors have exerted great efforts in making compari-
son, analysis and evaluation of all the data collected, and have, in the course of selecting the da-
ta, sticked to the principle of rather going without than having something shoddy, they still dare
not claim that all the data used are exact. Hopefully, this will gain the forgiveness on the part of
the readers. Besides, with the book being voluminous in scope and numerous and jumbled in con-
tent, even after the editors have done their utmost to try to get coordinated and unified for the
entire book the format, the arrangement of chapters and sections, the way of narration, and the
style of writing, their goal is still short of being ideal. This might easily be detected by our
earnest and careful readers. Valuable comments from our readers would definitely be cherished
by all the editors.

Editorial Board of
SURVEY OF WORLD MILITARY INDUSTRY
July, 1989
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