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% (OWL’ it 17 Docender 1945

SUBJECT: Politloal and Patriotic Organisations
VENO 705 Mgjor Barmard

£ It is rmy uvndesstanding that CIC gt CHQ here im
ou the problen of determining the Adentity of and investigating
the principal political and petriotic organisations,

2 I undérstand that they have uncovered tem sush organi-
zations aud are aliempting to seise the reecords as they are loeated,
Aoperantly they have been successful in locating the records of
three sueh organisations,

3 Someona sheuld be assigned to determine just what they

are doing., A list of the organisations uncoversd should be sesured,
together with inforvation reganrding the reeords found, Arrangements
should be rede to have us kept informed of the progress of GIC inves-
tigations, We should analyse the records of these organisations as
they are wocovered,

B, Edwin Saskett
Lt, Col,, I
Chief, Investigative Division

FILE NOs 77)\/

C'PIESs 13 Hajor Barnard
a File
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Doc. 3466 JS & SM

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
UILITARY INTELLIGENCE SECTION, GENERAL STAFF
ALLIED TRANSIATOR AND INTERPRETER SECTION

NOTE: Translation requested by Legal Section.

Activities of Various Political Parties

Writer and amnouncer: HISHIVAUA, Tatsuichi ( ¥ A JE— ), editorial staff
member of the YOMIURI Newspaper Company. 1850 hours, 10 Wovember 1945,

Recently many new political ties have been born, On 9 November the
JAPAN Liberal Party (BZ 8 B ’%’m ) held an inauguration ceremony at
HIBIYA Auditorium. Mr. HATOYAMA (78 . ) and his faction, who displayed a
cold attitude towards the war and who received undue oppression from the
TOJO Militarists, has formed a democratic party ( B = £ 3% B ). This
party, whose principle is libefalism, is displaying lukewarm policies, it is
based on the policies of its political associates.

The surprising thing is that President HATOYAMA in his speech directed
his attack at the communists and the popular front rather than at the
militarists and fascists and their suoporters, the former JAPAN Political
Association ( B /é ). The main theme of his speech was preservation
of the-national structure and he clearly indicated that this party's
platform is directed towards the preservation of nationalism.

In JAPAN there existed liberalism having concepts of idealistic living,
but it did not exist long enough to become a foundation which would bring
culture to the general public. If the Liberal Party could have brought
enlighterment to the mass of people, liberated the individual and inspired
ideals of liberal civil rights, we would have been considered as taking a
major historic role in clearing a way towards democracy. But, after hearing
Mr, HATOYAMA's speech, we were very much disappointed. I think that had
the Minister of Welfare, lMr. ASHIDA, been a member of the party he would
not have clarified those issues. The fact that this speech failed to do so
gave the impression that the party was exactly like the National Socialist
Party ( 85 ¥ K®’% ), That is very regrettable for the Liberal Party.



The Socialis arty ( it/@‘ % ) has already anized a progressive
Democratic Politi Party but T was very much surpMsed to see so many
persons who were responsible for this war among its members. Even men who
were subordinates of the TOJO militarists and who were argested as war
criminals, are members of the party. There are also members of the
GOKOKU DOSHI-KAI ( 3 B &) t/%* within the party.

I think .it is inexcusable not to re-examine what has been done up to
now after saying that the Social Fascist ( ZI@ <71k ) is a proletarian
party ( 2B 7& ). In order for the Proletarian Party to meet the demands
of the people and to uphold the integrity of the government it must drive
away the war criminals or the value of the JAPAN Socialist Party (B #
will be questioned. It is said that recently the JAPAN Political Party will '
form two new parties. In the case of such persons as KIDO (7R ), the
political responsibilities of the members of JAPAN Political Party as
political leaders is great. Persons who were elected through the nomination
of the TOJO Cabinet in 1942 should refuse the nomination in the coming
general election in order not to insult the common sense of the public.
However, without examining their own past conduct they are abusing and
talking about the war guilt of the militarists and the ZATBATSU, with whom
they had co-operated and whose support they apparently received. Whether
this be true or not they are feigning innocence behind the front that they
have changed over to democracy under the POTSDAI{ Declaration. If this is
so how can we trust them?

From now on new parties will make their appearance based on feudalistic
and qliéter-servant relations, Although they are called political parties
they are only a form of elective party, and their main mission is to gain
seats —in the house. It is important that before we select such people as
our representatlves, we make sure what party they belong to and what kind
of a policy ‘that party is going to pursue, and their sincerity and
con;;{én}.lopsness toward the work. The already existing parties have
individualistic ambitions and the fact that they are taking the field in
the coming election.does not mean that they have logical plans to bring
about a better form of government or to aid in the reconstruction of JAPAN,
They are only trying to crush the influence of democracy and the political
reform which is demanded by the people, byt using the political influence
acquired during their four years term and by the feudalistic sphere of
influence in the electoral district.

~ Recently like bamboo sprouts sprouting up after a rainfall, new parties
have grown. On the streets names we haven't heard heretofore are coming out
as democratic parties. It is important that these be examined thoroughly
as the majority are in the rightist group trying to deseive the public by
these signs in order to make money or to gain prominence. Some of the
parties have as few as three members, saying their membership will increase
in time. The people have gradually awakened politically.

On the Allied side the question is whether they can get rid of the war
criminals in one breath due to the lack of political training on the part
of the Japanese people. I don't think there is any need for fear. JAPAN
has achieved the MEIJI Restoration, and is the only country in the ORIENT to
attain a high standard in industrialization. If we let the war criminals in
the Diet influence us by taking advantage of personal considerations it
would be a disgrace to the Japanese people. Therefore I advocate the teach-
ing of politics through the medium of the newspapers and radio broadcasts
to the young men and to the women who recently acquired the right to vote.
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