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General Preface

The dynamic process of Sino—Western cultural encounters has always
heen a major topic of research in the historiography of modern China and the
field of Chaoshan studies. In recent decades, many Chinese and international
experts have drawn on the analytical insights of historical anthropography and
cultural studies to investigate the continuity and change in Chaoshan from an
interdisciplinary perspective. Most of the scholarly works examine the Confucian
transformation of the region, the role of prominent Chaozhou historical figures in
imperial China, the opening of Shantou treaty port, the expansion of Chaozhou
migrant networks in Southeast Asia, the development of Chaoshan dialect. and
the varieties of local material culture, ranging from customary practices and
opera Lo cuisine and handicrafts. Little attention, however, has been given to
Chaoshan’s diverse religious landscape, especially the resilience of popular
religions and ritual customs, the spread of Christianity in the 19" century, and
the changing relations between sacred and secular in the modern era.

Against this backdrop, this academic book series on “Chaoshan Society,
Religion, and Culture™ in was launched 2012 to advance a thorough understanding
of the cultural heritage of Chaoshan in the early 21" century. The book series

provide a valuable platform for Chinese and international researchers to explore



and interpret the centrality of religion in Chaoshan from the past to the present.
Our contributors draw on newly released archival materials, ethnographic data,
and literary sources to evaluate the historical transformation of different religious
traditions, ritual practices, and faith organizations in Chaoshan. Their writings reveal
that the maritime society of Chaoshan has been characterized by a transnational
movement involving local communities, international visitors, and faith groups in
their joint efforts to build global ties and new hybrid identities. This process of
cultural exchange gave rise to the Chaoshan spirit of maritime cosmopolitanism that
was deeply rooted in contingent local conditions, and that continues to shape the
meaning of Chaoshan identity today.

In the religious sphere, Chaoshan offers us a unique historical space where
local and external actors met., accommodated, and engaged with one another. The
Confucian, Buddhist, and Taoist transformation of Chaoshan greatly influenced
the philosophical, spiritual, and ethical orientations of the local literati and
lineage communities. From the 19" century onwards, the arrival of Christianity
contributed to the larger project of modernization and the widespread embrace
of modernity across Chaoshan. Shortly before the opening of Shantou as a treaty
port in 1860, Christianity reached the coastal and inland areas of Chaoshan
through overseas Chinese migrant networks and their native place ties. "The
rural communities adopted and adapted the Christian gospel according 10
their preexisting values and norms. More importantly., Christianity played
an indispensable role in advancing modern education, Western science and
medicine, and popular literacy across the region. “In times of natural disasters

and wars. the Christian missionary enterprises and local churches doubled up

I Hu Weiqing, Faith and Sufferings: The Religious Experience of Modern Chaoshan Christians
(Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing Company, 2013).

2 Li Qiyao, “Mission Church and Sino—Western Interaction: A Study on American
Baptist Missionary Union Mission Churches in South China, 18581903, Doctoral

dissertation, Shandong University, 2014.
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their efforts to rescue local refugees and rebuild communities. 'Furthermore, the
Chaoshan churches directly contributed to the rapid development of embroidery
industry in the early 20" century. *On the whole, people in Chaoshan were
cosmopolitan and open—minded: they were willing to embrace Western ideas,
technologies, and faith practices. As a result, Christianity became an integral
part of the Chaoshan religious landscape and an important cultural marker of
the local population. Today, the Christian population from Chaoshan make up a
third of the total numbers of believers in Guangdong Province.

This book series has published six monographs on the religious. history
and literary aspects of Chaoshan culture: Hu Weiqing, Faith and Sufferings: The
Religious Experience of Modern Chaoshan Christians (2013): Lin Kailong, Old
Buildings in Chaoshan: The Ancestral Hometown of the Chaoshan People Worldwide
(2013); Cai Xiangyu, Fortitude and Faith: The Female Christians in the Lower Han
River Region in the Modern Era (2014); Chen Jingxi, Homeland and Foreign Soil:
A Sociological Study of the Chaoshan People in Penang (2016); Huang Ting, The
Central Plains and the Seas: A Brief History of Chaoshan Region (2017): and Joseph
Tse—Hei Lee and Christie Chui-Shan Chow, Context and Horizon: Visualizing
Chinese—Western Cultural Encounters in Chaoshan (2017).

Thanks to the generosity of the Li Ka-Shing Foundation and the assistance
of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, the Center for Christian Studies (CCS)
of College of Liberal Arts at Shantou University was founded in 2010. Driven by
the mission to promote a better understanding of the history of Christianity in
Chaoshan and to advance the holistic life education among university students, CCS

has developed numerous innovative education programs, comprehensive research

1 Joseph Tse—Hei Lee, "Disaster Management and Christian Church Network m Early
Twentieth—Century Chaoshan, South China”, Berliner China—Hefte/Chinese History and
Society 35 (2009): 64-79.

2l

2 Cai Xiangyu, Fortitude and Faith: The Female Christians in the Lower Han River Region in

the Modern Era (Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing Company, 2014).



projects, and cross—cultural exchange initiatives. Based on this foundation, in
order to widen up the horizon and deepen the research dimension, the center was
renamed as the Center for Religious Culture Studies (CRCS). The new Center will
devote itselfl to the discussions and studies of a variety of religions and cultures,
specifically, in such fields as the religious ecology in China, Chinese religions and
traditional culture, the history and culture of Chinese Buddhism, religious charity,
and Judaism and Jewish culture, ete. Adhering to its mission “to serve STU faculty
and students”, the CRCS strives to be a key promoter of the liberal arts learning
in Shantou and beyond. Setting out “to serve the larger communities of Chaoshan
scholars who work on Chaoshan Religious Culture”, the CRCS has built, expanded,
and deepened intellectual ties with major academic institutions and scholars
worldwide. All these efforts display our commitment toward globalizing the study of
Chaoshan society, religion, and culture.

Finally, we appreciate the substantial support from the SDX Joint Publishing
Company in Beijing. Our fruitful collaborations have not only made this book series
a remarkably successful endeavor but also articulated a new humanistic vision for

scholarly collaboration across disciplinary and geographical boundaries.

Lo Lung—Kwong, Editor—in—Chiefl of the

“Chaoshan Society, Religion, and Culture Book Series”
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Preface 1

The pursuit of communal history is challenged by two temptations: Firstly
to express an implausibly unbalanced account of the community as historical
hero (or victim), secondly to suppress information which could be construed
as unwelcomed or even as embarrassing. The contemporary reader will try to
establish a link. personal or by means of constructed collective memory, to
the object of the historical study. The historian’s task, in this respect, is to
admonish the reader nor to identify with the investigated matter. but to establish
a critical distance. “The past is a different country” thus becomes Terra
Incognita, a world to be discovered while reading one’s way through a historical
study.

In the case of Joseph Tse—Hei Lee and Christie Chui-Shan Chow’s
historical account of Chaozhou and Shantou, the challenge lies in recognising
the region’s Christian past without equating the challenges of today’s world in
general, and with those of the People’s Republic of China in particular, with
the complexities of the historical realities presented. And yet, this is more
than a “critical reader” of the Chaozhou region’s Christian past. The book is a
thoroughly enjoyable excursion into a time when the identities of many of the

families inhabiting today’s Chaoshan, as well as the international Chaoshan

BE



community, were formed and given a distinetly Christian imprint. This book will
therefore allow the young to reconnect with generations gone by, strengthening
their sense of communal belonging.

How do the authors achieve the combination of “critical” and “enjoyable”
in this volume? To start with, it is awash with missionary photographs taken in
Chaozhou and Shantou. In their majority extracted from American Baptist and
English Presbyterian archives, the pictures represent the entire time-span of
the Republic of China (1912-1949), as well as several photographs from the
late imperial period. But far from being a nostalgic “coffee—table volume”, the
present volume contextualises the images on display. thus creating a visual
history of an extraordinarily agitated period, presenting unprecedented dangers,
but also freedoms. Focusing on medicine, education and social reform as the
pillars of modernisation, the image of “Westernisation™ is being set apart
from the larger process of a changing, modernising local society. Readers will
never again look at the cities of Chaozhou and Shantou, as well as their global

communilies, in the same light!
Dr. Lars Peter Laamann

School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS),

University of London, UK and Editor of Central Asiatic Journal
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