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An Island Forms

Long ago, the sea level rose.
Water filled low spots on land.
Pieces of land were separated
from the mainland by water.

Continental islands were born.
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Kinds of Islands

Continental islands were part
of continents. But oceanic islands
form in the middle of the ocean.
Underwater volcanoes pile up

lava on the ocean floor.
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Coral reefs form coral islands.
Sometimes the sea level drops or
land under the reef rises.

Coral that breaks the water’s

surface forms an island.
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Barrier islands form near
the shores of continents.
Wind and water pile up sand

from the ocean floor.
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Island Life

Life on continental islands

is often like the mainland.
Similar plants and animals
lived there when water cut off

the mainland.






