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A Brief Introduction

Wan Sida( T #f KX ) and Wan Sitong ( J7 #ff
[7]), known as “the two Wan brothers” ( —7J7),
were both outstanding figures of the Eastern Zhe-
jiang School in the early period of the Qing dynas-
ty. This book has A Critical Biography of Wan
Sitong as its main part, followed by A Critical Bi-
ography of Wan Sida.

Wan Sitong was a famous early Qing scholar
of history and Confucian classics, but distinguish-
ed himself especially in historical studies. Howev-
er, there are only fragmentary and broken records
of his life, and not a complete definitive bibliogra-
phy of his works has ever been available. His clas-
sical studies were overshadowed by his historical
studies, though opinions vary on the latter. This
book gives a systematic account of his life, togeth-
er with a general survey of his works. In exami-
ning his classical studies as well as his historical
studies, particularly his historical thought, histo-
riography and textual researches, the book

tries to dig out his unknown achievements wherever



possible, analyse the causes of his successes or
failures and answer some of the questions raised a-
mong the academic circles.

Wan Sida’s life, his contribution to studies of
the Rites (#L) and the Spring and Autumn Annals
(#F#k) , and the place he occupied in the history

of classical studies are also examined in this book.
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