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. Simplified Readi iYg

‘ Jonathan Sw1ft
Retold by Marle Stuart

My/tﬁravelsr Eegan,‘ on May 4th 1699, I
_said good-bye to! my wife and two. children

and set sail? from Bristol® as ship’s doctors.

bound for% the South Seas.

All went well® for the first few weeks
Then there was a bad storm and the ship
was wrecked.® Six of the crew, of whom I

was one, got-into a little boat and began to"

row towards an island nearby. Suddenly a

huge wave upset the boat,” angd all the other
. men were lost Only I, Lemuel Gulhver was;'

lef t

‘I swam as long as 1 could and at last‘

just as I'could swim no more, my feet touch-
ed the bottom. I waded through® the water
to the shore, where there was no sign' of?
~ houses or people :

I walked about half a mile further but
still saw no one. . Tired out,’® I lay’ d_own on
-the short, soft grass and went to sleep.

When I woke up it was daylight. I lay
still for a moment wondering where I was,
then tried 1o get up. I could not move my
arms or my legs or my head! I was tied to
the ground! There was a buzzing noise near
me but I could not see, what . was makmg it

Suddenly I felt something moving on
my left leg. It walked up me and stopped
close by my chin. I looked down as well
as 1 could {for my hair was tied fo the
ground), and saw a tiny man, less than six
inches high, with a bow"and arrow in his
hand. “Then many more of these lit{le men
started to run all over me. 1 was ‘so sur-
prised that I roared loudly. They ran ‘back
in ‘a fright and fell over one another trying
to get away.’? ‘T found 6iitilater that some
of them had hurt themselves when they fell
from my ' chest.

“I'- managed to break!4 the strings that
tied my left arm to the ground, and=pulléd
sorie of my hair loose!® so that I could move
my head. ‘This made the little men even

Mt B3
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more. afraid,: and . they shot ,axdﬁws at me.

" Some fell on my hands .and some on:my

face, pricking me-.like needles and makmg
my skin sore wherever they landed; : .~ ..
The - little - men , stood .around : at a
distance!® watching me. . After a.while, when
they saw I,was not,going to hurt them, they
cut some of the strings that bound.me. This
at least allowed me to meve my head more.
Now I could see, that they had built a

tittle platform: beside my head so- that their
. emperor. eould:talk to me, -

> One little man spoke for some t;me but
I could not understand him, and I begdh to
grow hungry.l?. I pointed to my mouth and
pretended to chew .- He seemed .to; under-
stand and at on ent some, of his ;nen to
bring me food and drink.

Ladders Wwere put against my. s1des ‘and
over a hundred of the little men chmbed up,
brmgmg baskets full of meat and bread. " Bagh
piece of meat was the size of?® one . small
piece of mince, so I had to keep askxng for
more. . The loaves were so tiny that L. ate
three at a time. :

1 dx:ank a_whole barrel of‘9 thelr wine
at a gulp.® They kept lookag at each other
as if they could not believe it was- pqsmble
to drink so much, but they brought me some
more wine whlch I drank ‘‘‘‘‘‘
not try to escape, “and they looseneé the
strings so thdt I could turh on my side®
They" also ‘put’ some ointment on my face
and hands, which took away the" soreness
their arrows had caused. B

- Then 1 fell asleep again. '

When 1 woke up I found myself on a
kind of platform‘with wheels. It was moving
towards the capital city of these tiny people
about half a mile away. - Fifteen hundred ‘of
the emperor’s largest "horsés, each "about as
big as my hand, were pulling me’ Ainngr
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T later.found out that it had taken five
hundred carpenters and engineers to make
this platform and no less than nine hundred
men to put me onto it while I was still asleep.

For some time I did not know what had
wakened me. I was told later however that
some of the young people wanted to see how
I looked when I was asleep. .They climbed

onto the platform and walked very softly up

to my face. One of them, an officer in the
Guards,? put the sharp end of his spear up
“into my nose, which tickled my nose like a
straw and made me sneeze, waking me ‘up.
They ran away quickly before I caught s1ght
of24 them.

© We miade a long march for the remainder
of”-that day®. and rested at night. They put
five huindred guards on each side of me ready
to shoot me if I tried to escape.

At last ‘we arrived at’the capital city.
Thé  platform to which I was tied stopped
outside & church which was no longer used.
Since this'was. the largest building ‘in the
whole “egduntry, “the emperor - had - planned
that I"should:live there. - The door was just
big enough for: me to creep through? when
I wanted to sleep Onceymslde 1 Ct)uld only
lie down. "1

“The littlé men ‘would not’ let me go free,
hoyever They put nearly a hundred of their
tiny - chains' round my left leg, so that
althotigh 1 could” stand up, I could not mbve
very far. - -z

When this was‘ ‘done;’ the ¢ emperor came "~

to see e. , He carried in his harid a sword-
about ‘48 big as one of our darnifig needles?,

" to ‘defend himself if I should break 1oose%
He was a handsome little man, ‘much taller
than the’ rest of his court, who ‘were w1th
him, and he wore a gold helmet with & plume
on’ ﬁhe crest. All the ladies and. gent’lemen of
the court were dressed in gold and silver,
which flashed in the sun®.

" 1 tried to answer the emperor when he
spoke to me, but. he could ‘not ‘understand any
of the many ges w‘hmh 1 speak. Soon

- he went away to ‘decide whether ‘he would
have to have me killed or ‘not®; for I would.
'c,ost 2 gréat deal to feed‘“, and might be.
dangerous !

After the emperor had gone away, a
great.crowd of the tiny people came to see
me,. because none of them had ever seen such
a big person before. Some of the men,‘_s.hpt
The guards tied these ‘men up apd gave them
to me to pumsh.

I put five of them in my pocket, and
pretended I was going to eat the other one,
who was very frightened. Then I took out
my pen-knife and cut the cords that bound
him, and set him on the ground. I treated -

.the other five in the same way, taking them

one by one .out of my pocket. Everyone was
very, surprised to see me treat them so gently.
~“''Two of the guards went to the emperor
to tell him what T had done. He decided
that since I had been kind to his people, he
would not have me killed. He ordered peo-

-ple who lived close to the town to bring me
. six cows and forty sheep every day, and wine

to drink. ' This was only just enough for me,
since everything was so tiny.

Three hundred tailors were told to make.
clothes for me, and six hundred of the little
people were to look after me. They were to
live in tents outside the church to make it
easier for them.

Lastly, six men were to teach me their

_ language.

Three weeks later 1T was able to under-
stand and ‘talk to the little men. The first
thing I asked the emperor was to set me free?,
He said that they must first see if 1. was
carrying anything t’hat could be a danger to
his people. Two men came to look through®
my pockets, and wrote down everything they
found.

They fiie a new name: the Great -
m&fngt:: In my pockets they found:

A handkerchxef which they though,t was
like & carpet

A snuff box3 which they called a chest
filled with dust.. It made them sneeze.

A notebook in which they recognized °
very large writing. '

A comb. They knew what this was
for®, but said it looked like the railings round :
the emperor’s palace,

A knife, a razor, and a pair of pi.stols

Al] these things were new to thent, and they

could not think what they were for.

A watch. They said it made anoxse like
a water-mill, I‘hey thought it must be a god
which T ‘worshipped, because I told them I

-_always looked at it before I did anything.

A purse. . They called this a net large
enough for a fisherman, but they. knew I
used it as a purse. They were very surpris-

ed at the size of the gold pieces in my purse.

. When the two little men had finished
looking; in my pockets, they looked at my
belt.. They wrote down that I had a sword
as long as five men and a pouch with twe
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pockets. One of these pockets held black
powder, the other very heavy round balls.
They took their list to the emperor, who

asked me to take out my sword.and put it -

carefully on the ground. Then he asked me
what my pistols were for. I told him not to
be afraid, and'I fired one of thém in the air.
Eyeryone fell down in ‘fright exoept the
emperor, although he too went very white.
He made me give up my pistols at once. 1
did so, telling him that the black powder
must be kept away from® fire because it
was very dangerous.
| All my thmgs were put away in the em-
peror’s store room except for my eyeglasses
which .were in
found
' Slowly .the emperor and his people came
to understand® that they were in no. danger
from me®, From time to time some of them
would dance on my hand, and the boys and
girls liked to play hide and seekl;in my hair
as I lay on the ground. Even the horses
stopped being afraid of me, and horses and
riders would take turns®? to leap over my
hand as I held it on the ground.

One day' some’.people came 16~ tET the»

emperor that they had found a huge black
object lying on the ground. They said it was
not alive, and they thought it ‘might belong
to the Great Man Mountain.- It was my hat,
which I thought I had lost at sea! To bring

‘it to me, they made two holes in the brim .

and fastened cords from the hat to.the har-
nesses of five horses. It was then dragged
along the ground for half a mile. This did
not do it much good! N
' Another time the emperor asked me to
stand with my legs apart®? so that his army
could march between them. There were no
less than 3000 foot soldiers and 1000 horse-
men, and they marched w1th drums beating
and flags flying. .

I asked once more to be set free, and: at

last the emperor agreed, so long as% I would |

obey his rules. I said that I would, and my
chains were taken aoff. he 8y

I had always wanted to see the capital
city, and now that I was free the emperor
said I could. "All the people were.told to
stay in their houses in casé® I walked on
them.. So they crowded to their‘windows to
see me as I stepped over the wall into the
square'where the emperor’s palace stood.

- It was really magnificent, like & blg :

doll’s house: I lay down to look inside and

pocket the men had not~

the empr@s came to the window, smﬂing,
and gave me her hand to kiss.

Soon after I was .set free one of the
country’s gréat men®-came to see me. We
had a long tajk and I learned many things.

I had thought the island, which is called

Lilliput, was ai peaceful and happy one, but
he told me ’chxéL was not so®’. _
. “You may. \have seen,”. he said,, ,“that
some of us w high heels and some. wear
low heels on our shoes. , The emperor ‘will
let only people &earmg fow heels work for -
him, and those who like high heels feel that
this is wrong. Because of this there are many
quiarrels among the Iqllhpuﬁans ”

Then he told me of a much. blgger
danger that was “about to befall his country.

““There is an island close by called Blefus-
cu, and the people there are going to attack
ey ar

“Why?” I asked hxm ,

“It “all began ‘long ago,” he rephed
“When our emperor’s great-grandfather u\as
a little boy, he cut his finger one morning
as he took the top off his egg. Up t111 then
esz,eryone had cut off the big end of the egg:
“After that, however, the ruler of those times

“said that everyone must cut off the small.

end, and those who would not obey hstl to
leave Lllhput They went fo the island, of
Blefuscu and called themselves the Big-
Endians. Now they“are coming to make war
on‘® Lﬂhput and: the emperor wants you to
help us.”

I said I would help. the people of Lilhput
in any way I could®, for they had been very
kind to me.

I knew that the Bxg-.Endxans had. about
fitty warships lying at anchor5° and I plan-
ned to seize them. - . - .

1 fixed flfty hooks to flfty lehgths of
cord®, then I set off for Blefuscu.. There
was only about half a mile of sea between
the islands, and I could wade most of the way
except right in the mlddle where I had to
swim.

The enemy took fnght when they saw
me, and leaped out of their ships and swam
to shore. I then fastened a hook to the prow
of each ship, and. tied all the cords. together
at the énd. . While I was doing this, the Big-
Endians shot thousands of their. tiny arrows
at me. I was afraid one would g0 in my eye,
30 I put on my glasses.. i)

*‘After 1 had cut thé anchor cables, I took
up the knotted end®? of the cords to which
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my hooks were tied, and set off back to Lil-
liput“with" flfty of the énemys largest ships.

The emperor was s6' pleased w1th me
that he made me a Nardac, whi¢h is some-
thmg like a duke in. my ‘own land.

Now the emperor wanted me to seize
the rest of the ‘enemy’s ships, so that he
¢ould be emperor of the Big-Endians as well
as Lilliput. He would then be able to make
the Big-Endians obey hi$"fules ‘and cut off
the 'small ends of their eges. T would not
do’this as I did not think it was right. This
made the emperor angry with me.

* Soon after this, séme of the Big-Endians
"came to make peace with the Lilliputians.
When they saw me again, ‘they asked me to
come to Blefuséu one day so that everyone
could see How big I was I sald that } would,
- which made the emperor even more angry
with me. - His'Chief Admiral® was displeas-
ed with me too, not only because it was I
who had defeated the 'Blg—Endxan navy (which
he could not do),” but also Because I had been
m&de a Nardac.

"'"There were others amongst the emperor s
great men whodid not like rhe, some of them
beeause I ate so much of their food, and
some who thought 1w dangerous

~ They all “asked th

put’ to death®, as an enemy of L1111put be-

cause Fhad refhsed 'to do what the emperor
ted.

" The em,
deatH, because I"had helpéd him. He thought™ ~
" for a long time, then he said that the best "

way to punish me wdﬁld be to pull out my
‘eyes. '
One of the great men was my friend.
HéYeame in secret 55 tell me what the em-
peror had said, so that I ‘would- save myself
When I heard what he héd to say, I felt
that the"time had come for mé'to’ leave Lilli-
put, for I did" not “hke the thought of ‘being
blind. !
" I went down to' the* shore and took one
" of the emperor’s ships. I put my clothes in
it so that ‘they would not’ get wet, and pulled
:t‘ after me as I'swam acrdss to Blefuscu

"It emperor of Blefuscu was pleased to

é8'ie, ‘and o were all ‘his people. ~ They
; were klnd to' me and' 1 liked .them, but I

did not waht - to spend the rest of my life

theré: 1 Wanted ‘to get back Bome

** Then'one day I savg;_,oﬁt at sea, a full
size boat® floating upside ‘dqwn™. T asked
the emperof to lend me some shxps and men

emperor to have me

T refused %6 have me. pt}f"t'""

to help me bring it to shore, so that I could
sall home in it..
It took two thousand of the tiny men to
help me to turn the boat right side up® once
it was ashore .Then I had to get it ready for
the long ]ourney home.

The thlcl;est linen these people had was
much thinner than that of our finest hand-

-kerchiefs, so two sails were made for me by

putting thirteen thicknesses together. Five
hundred workmen were needed to make
them! I made rope and cables by twisting
together as many as thirty of the thickest
and strongest of their ropes. I made oars
and masts with the help of the emperor’s
ship-carpenters.

When all was ready, I stored food on
board®, and also live cows and bulls and
sheep which I wanted to show my family.
I would have liked to take some of the little
people with me, but the emperor would not
allow me to:

Off I set, and two days later'l saw a big
ship, whose captain took me on board. He
did. not, believe my story until he saw the
live ‘cows and sheep which were in my
pocket.

When, at_last I got home, my W1fe and
children were wvery happy to see me again
and ‘to hear all my adventures. As for®
the cows and sheep, I put them to eat grass
in a park close by my house, at Greenwich ;
in London. . Maybe you could see some of :
jhemihere’ today if you went to look!

- A Voyage to Brobdingnag ‘

After I had been at“home for a while,
I went to sea again, for I like to travel.

“The first part.of our voyage was pleas-
afit, with“nothing 'to trouble us. Then one
day there was a bad storm and we were.
drivenhundreds of miles out of our wag.
We were lost. There. was plenty of £60d on
board, but not nearly enough Water. So
when one day we saw land, the captain: sent
several of us ashore to get water.

When we landed, ‘there was no. sign-of
a river or spring. The other men kept to
the- shore®?; looking :for. water near the sea.
I 'walked inland, -but I found no water and
turned back.

. From where I stood, I’ oould see our
ship’s boat with all the men on board, row-
ing as quickly as they could back to the ship. *
They had left me behind! Then I saw’why..
There was a huge man-like creaturef? chas-

Sy b



“had seen chasing my friends.

'1ng ‘them, takmg great -strides® through. the

sea.
v did not: wait to see what happened
I ran away as fast as I could, and climbed
a steep tull to, see what the country looked
like.

I could not beheve my eyes! The grass '

was nearly as-tall-as a house, with corn

towering above® it as hxgh as, a church'

steeple"ﬁ! i

1 walked along what I thought was a'

high road, but which I’ found out later was
just a footpath to the ‘people of thts land,
g,ndleametoastxle. e

- Each step in. this stile ‘was hke a hlgh
wall to me,and-I _could not climb it,-- As-I

was _looking for a gap in the huge hedge, I-

saw. another- enormous man, like the one-I
~ 1 was werg
frightened, and .ran to hide in the corn. - :

He-called outin a voice which sounded
to me like: thunder, and seven other giants
like himself came towards him. They tarried
scythes, each as big as six of our own, to
reap the corn. i

I grew even more inghtened Wherel,

could I hide? I ran to and:fro® to-keép ouf

of their way,. but they moxed«tﬁo fast for:

me to escape®’; ..
“At last-I: called out “Stop"’ as loudly as

I could, just as one'was about to step on me..

The man looked down and’ picked me up,
holding me tightly in case I should bite him.
Then he took me. to hls master to show hzm
What he had found. '

This man ‘was a- farmer and the. same
man I had seen at first in the field. )

- 'The farmer pulled out his handkerchlef
wrapped me in it, and ‘téok me’ Back' fo’his

farm. - His wife screarmi&d“and *an’ a‘Way when :

she first saw rne; just as’ my w1fe does when
she sees'a miouse!"

Then the three childrén came to have a
look at me. They were just gomg to have

- their dinner, and they put me on tHe table
: where ‘they could see me as they ate.

It was like being on the roof of a house.

I was in a terrible frxght and kept as far
as T could from the ‘edge, for fear of falling,

" ' The farmer’s wife gave me some crumbs

" of bread, and minced up some meat for me..

I took out my knife and fork and started to
eat, which' 'delighted, them, The farmer’s

wife gave me her smallest cup (it was as -
big as a bycket) fﬂled with cxder, but I could‘

not ‘drink it all.

g . Then m came the nurse with the baby in
her arms. He wanted Jme as a plaything.
When, they gave me to him, he put my head
in ‘his mowuth,y 1T roared 30 loudly. that the.
baby. was. frightened:: and dropped jme. I
would. have been. killed if. his mother had -
not caught me in her apron®. .

After: dinner: the . farmer . went back to
his, fields, and his wife put me.to bed with
a handkerchief oyer me for a sheet. The
bed was as wide as a main road in England
and, the handkérch}ef thicker than the main-
sail of a shipl.. b
- Later on, the daughtet of the house made
a. bed for. me.in the baby’s cradle. _This
girl was very geod to me. She was nine
years old and small for her age® in that
country, since she was only forty feet talll’
She called me Gmldng, whlch meant “Little
Man”, and.taught me to speak thexr language :
I hked her very much. . .

-As soon:as. the people who hved round
about. heard of me, they all came to have a.
look at me. One of them told the farmer
that he should take me to town next marketv
day, and make. people pay to see me. So

_he-did. this.- His little girl came with us to

lgok after, me, and I called, her my nurse.
1 was. Pplaced on. 4 fable in the. largest

‘room of the inn, which Was as big as a @t~

ball field, I dxd all the funny tricks I could
think of. - I stood on my head”, I hopped
about, .and I.d , to. please the people.
who came -tg see me

The farmer made a great deal of money '
from showing. Jne, and he decided to take
me to other towns. At last we came to the
capital city, where the royal family™. lived.

The queen liked me so much; that she
bpught me from the farmer. I begged her
to let my nurse stay with me, and she agreed.
Then the farmer, went back home. |

The queen, had a- httle room made for
gle, with a roof that lifted up, ‘and furniture
which | was. just. the right, size for me™, To
ther, it was 'a, small box, with straps round
it so that they could” carry it. The queen
had a. set’ of s1lver cups, saucers and plates
mgde for- ;ne. “tgo .

It was like a dpll’s tea-set to herl s
.1 always had my meals at a little table
on the queen’s table, now but I did not like
to see t e way she ate. .She would( put a
pxeqe of bre ad as blg as two of our loaves in .
her mqu‘sh at oné go™! Her. dlnner knife
was taller than me; and I thoughj; it Iooked
very. dangerqus _ :

o B



~Every Wednesday,”" which ‘was their
: Stmday, the king ‘¢amée’ o have dinfier with
us. Hé liked”to talk to me’and to-ask meé
about- England. “He Vénted to find out in
what ‘ways we were different from the peo-
ple in his own country ‘of Brobdingnag. -

. The only one I did it gét on well with%
was the éfueens ‘dwarf, " Hé was’ five times
&s"tall 65 me— abeut thirty feet —but this
was small for them.” The ldng was hﬁ:ce
as-tall'as he wast’ €

The' ' dwarf used to play trlcks on’ me’5
because the queen hked me better than him.
Once he'dropped me in # jug of cream. I
§wam to the side and my ntrse’got-mé out:
The queen was SO0 cross wttﬁ him76 that she
sem' him" away?. L ¥

“I'was pleased when they made a httle
boat ‘for e and put 1%*1:1- ‘a-tub of water so
that 1 could row about. ‘Sometimes they-put
a sail on the boat. Thén'the Queen and her
woren' wouI& “fnake a Wind f6r e with
‘their® fai‘ls 'I‘hey liked to
could steer "It was great fun forme <

' Sometimes, However,’ Aife in 'Brobdingnag
was no fun at all! On¢e T had to fight of {®
some wasps with m dagger They were as
big as our plgeo “with stings as long™as
my thumb’ and ' as sharp as’ aeedles' I killed
four of ‘them, but the rest got away:

' On another day, a mohkey came into my
room, and pitked me up." T 'think_ he ‘took
me* for™ 4’ baby ‘mohkey, for 'hé stréked iy
face gently as he held me. Suddemdy there
was a hoise-at ‘the" dom"' and ‘he leap‘e“d
through the ‘window and’{p to~the réof,
carrying me ‘With' ‘him. “Théy had'to’ get
ladders and- climb ‘up ‘to drive the manhey
away and 'brmg me down. M

. WhéH 'the king: was talkmg to 'mé one
day, T said I7¢ould teéach him’héw to’' make
* gunpowder so that he would win- a lot of
wars.  The" king of ,Brobdﬁngn‘ag, however,
was 'a very wise mdn.  He said 'that he did

" not want to learn how to-do it, and I must "

never' talk &bout” it “again. "He said that it
4 man ébuld make two ears of com, or ;wg{
b!éd‘e‘s of grass, grow whez:y(fnly one grew
§ he would do rhore g Mn he ¢6uld
qby winning a‘war. =

€ er :
s Soon_ after this th\b king" and queen and

thair ‘Servants sgt off on’ a 10 ngt "Journigy to

Mﬁu" bart: of weht ‘with
th . a hammock
en‘ ’%Zf I“s‘hb “Hot Teél the Bumps so

mmfh’ a¥ Wb wént 'along,
My nurse came too, but sh% g66-4 ‘bad

sé@hbvwelll

cold on the way. “When at last we came o
a stops", she had to rest in bed for a few days.

‘1"Knew we Wwere near the sea, and I

lon ed to see it again. Since my nurse was
, 6Heé of the queen’s pages was told to
take my box down to the sea shore.

I lay in my-hafimdck looking olit‘at the
sea, and felt ssd. When would I see. my
home again?

The page went off to look for bu'ds
eggs, and I fell asleep. '
“ I awoke' suddenly with a jolt3!, There
was -a“loud swishing nbdise®? above me, and
my box seemed to be thoving ‘upwards v‘ery
fast. 1 called out several tlmes but no one
answered. -

~4fhén 1 guessed what had’ happened A
big ‘bird, pm-’haps an eagle, -had’ swooped
down®and picked up thé ring of my box in
his beak. I was flymg through the 'air!
" Soon ‘there came :a ‘loud- squawking, as
if ‘the eagle were figliting; and’ ali-at c»nce84
I was falling. Faster and faster, down, down,
downl!- My box stopped ° wnh a great
SI-"LASH85 ’

- After “a ‘moment I stop‘ped trembling,
and tooked out of ‘the window. I was at sea!

I'pulled open a little trap-door® in ‘the
roof of my box to let in some fresh air. : Then
L called for help, but fio:one heard me. How
I wished my nurse was with: me¥ ,

Taking out my handkerchlefg 1 tied it to
my_/‘al-kmg-"stlck‘ Then I stood en a chair
“and pushed my, flag through the little trap-
door, waving it to and fro and calling for
help.again. No ong.came. I. gave. myself up
for 1ost88, i ; 3

.1 sa Wlthout hope for a long ﬁme. Then

-as I stared through the window, I suddenly

reallsed that my; box was being pulled along.

Affet a little while, it stopped, and. there
was a clattermg above my head like that of
a cable being passed, through the rinig on
top, . "Once. Jmore 1 pgshed my- flag out of the
tEap-door and called Ior—help, ¢

This time, to. my great joy®, so eone
answered—-m English! "I begged hzrn to
cothe and let me out. Hé told me that I was
séfe, and that my box: - was tled to the side
of ‘his s 'R“ ‘He sald ‘he wou'ld send a man
to cut a holé in it :

* Soon this “was done and with the help
of & ’lddder’and many willmg Hands® 1 was
puIIed up. onto the deck.’ :

‘It was an English\ sl'up, ‘with ﬁngﬁsh

- ke

‘satiors'— not glants not Yittle " meri ‘but, peo-

ple. the same size as ‘me!

_3_



The sailors askéd me why:I-had been in 24.
the box. When I told them my story, they 925.
did not believer me. At first the captain ’
thought I had been shut up®! in the box be- 2
cause I had done something-very bad. When )
I told him akout the Brobdmgnaglans hée'did 27.
not believe me either.- 28.

"I showed him a gold ring the queen had 29
given me — it was so big I wore it round my

- neck like a collar. And I gave him-a giant’s .
tooth which a Brobdingnagian dentist had 31
taken out by mistake. It was as big as a milk

bottle! - 32.
' At last he beheved me. He said he
would take _me back to England with “him, 33,
and we sét sail for home. ;
_~Many weeks later, whefi 1 left the ship Jiot
and came on land again, the houses and peo- 35.
ple all looked so small that I thought I must 36.
be in Lilliput once more. When my. wife 37.
heard all about the dangers I had been 38
through??, she said I must never go to sea ’
again. '
39.
40,
NOTES e
. . P o

1. said good-bye to . .. . : SF[] ------ %SU, . '44
2. set sail: B, 42
3. Bristol: ff B AT ( %@Eﬁ“ﬁ—i}iﬁi ) 43.

4. bound for ...: (H¥) & %, '
5. all went well: —tJERHEIFF, 4.
6. was wrecked: (#f) B, 9&%5‘, . . 45,
7. upset the boat: FU/NEITET. 46
8. waded through: i, ST
9. there was no sign of . .. : . 53] .
ETHER. 48.

10. . tired out: MWEHIF. . 49.

11. I could not see what was making it: 50.

T BARERM ZFEEHOEE, ‘ e

12. ' fell over o6ne another trying to get away: -~ 51
’ SEBE AR, . 52.

‘13. found out: %I, = ) 5'3

14. managed to break: ‘& EIHT T mistg

15. pulled some of my hair loose T — =

L BRI, i

16. at a dlstance ERTE— ﬁﬂgiﬂgj‘j, . 96

17. I began to grow hungry: ﬁéﬂzﬁémﬂm 57.

i : 58:

18. was the size of . .-i ------ -—*#j&:/j\,

19. a whole barrel of. gg —W, 59,
120, ‘at a gulp: —[O%, e 60,
21 made signs: EFTEIDIE, . 6L

" %2 tun on my side: MEHT, W, 62.

23. the Guards: :Eﬁk, Sy

_look 'through

.upsid‘e ldOWn'

-caught‘ sight of: - BBs.

the remainder of that day==the rest of -

that day; - FEFRRHEREM A,
creep th ugh Nﬂ%e L :
darning needle gﬂibfﬁagj:’ﬁ-.

break- loose: -ﬁaﬂ)ﬁ.
flashed in the sun: EBBj't‘Fl‘XJD'\J’ij:.

have me killed or not: BREHRAE.
1 would cost a great deal to feed s

s ﬁ%??ﬁjﬁﬁﬁ

just missed my eye
.

set me free:

&%ﬂ*ﬁwm

#E?Jéﬁﬁﬁl .
ff“ﬂi?&ﬁo ,
a snuff box: gmﬁ, o
what this was for: ﬁ%ﬁﬁ-m &
went very wh:te BeTE8mRa,
be kept away from;. ol hX%ﬂ;,_--ﬁ .
Foee,
came to understand ﬁﬁﬁﬁé‘l.
They were in no danger from me:
MR,
play hide and seek:
take turns: | #HH.
stand with iny legs apart:
XIFHEE.

so long as:

R
12
RHHRA
RE,

in case: Jj-~4,

great men: k A#y,

. this was not so: ﬁlﬁ‘.#?ﬁmﬁ:o

make war oni: Xf--JFfR [ ﬁ@blﬁ%) o
in any way I could:. Rﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ, ey
lying at anchor: ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂ(‘* ( lymg R
lie KIBLESR ) &

'f1fty “lengths of cord" ﬁ-f‘M?,
the knotted end: FTZAMIB—K. S . .
Chief Admiral: ﬁgﬁﬂ%. o

to have me put to death:.. BFRALHE,
in secret: = FREEHb, WETH,

a full size boat: —chzj\’IEﬁ'Bﬁj_ﬁﬁ.
E#ML.

to. turn the boat.. nght side up:

A

CIEnE,

stored :food on board Eﬁ%i@?‘]ﬂﬂi
as for: EF,’ :

kept to the shore: ?ﬂ-ﬁ‘%ﬁﬁ% (E).

a huge, man«hke creature. Aquag

. ﬁk—#mime §



take great strides: G k.

tower above . ... BWEAV T2k,
a church steeple: FipgRX,

to and fro: @i, T

8?3.3.3

87. - keep out of their ways but they moved'

too fast for me to escape:

fgﬂ‘]ﬂgﬂ. ABRAMATEIAR, RHBBR

.88, T would have been killed if his mother
had not caught me in her apron: HEX
RUNESBHABREETR, BRRABRST.

69, small for her age: ﬁk&mﬂiﬁﬂéiﬁ, K
BHBBA. ‘
70. “stood on one’s head: ﬁl A

71. royal family: BE,

j:]ﬁ.

72. v’furhiture which was just the right size

for me:” AAMRESEHRA,
73.  at one go: -—-l:l(’—=\)
. 74. " did not get on well with: 1B REF,
75. play tricks on me: WRFERK. '
76. be so cross with hlm Xxj’fmﬁmttg:_%

s

79. -»sent thim away:

78. fight off: 58,
* 79. he took me for . .

80. came to a stops {ETEK..

81~ with: a jolt: '—FREIKEKE.

82. swishing noise: RGN,

83. swooped down: EfNFRK,

84. all at once: R, v

85. with a great SPLASH: B3 KK

—FEEW,
86. trap-door:

EITEET.

RYCE L 2T

EBRE.
87. How I wish my nurse was with me!

RORBERANRE—EZS W)

88. I gave myself up for lost: REBjHtE
To e
89. to my. great joy: fFERISBEMEE.

90. - willing hands: PF{FHNFE,
91. "had been shut up: ¥Rk,
92. I had been through BRrZHit K,

— FHFN E

fz; ' Thc 'T‘h'rec Musketeers

Alexggglr;e Dumas

Retold by-Joan “Caiiﬁgron

One morning in Apnl 1625, the little
French town of Meung was in a state of
great excitement. In those times, fighting
was:-common in France. ' The King fought
the ambitious Cardinal Richelieu, who want-
.ed to be as powerful as the King himself.
Noble families fought among themselves,
and Spain was always ready to wage war.
Few days passed without trouble in some
town'or anotherl.

On this particular day, a crowd had
gathered outside the Inn; -The cause of all
the stir was the arrival of a young man. He
was riding the oddest horse the townspeople
had ever seen. It lookeq§ so comical. that
many of them wanted to laugh2. Only the
length of the sword at the oung man ’s: side,
and the proud gleam in hxs eye, stopped them
from doing so.

The young man was called D’Artagnan.
He was on his way to Paris, where he hoped

to fulfil his dearest wish —%to become a

King’s Musketeer. His father had given him
a letter to Monsieur de Treville, an old friend
who was now Captain of the Musketeers.-

/As he dismounted, ‘D’Artagnan caught
sight of a gentleman® with a scar on his tem-
ple sitting at the Inn’s open window. He
was talking to two others. They were
laughing, and D’Artagnan was. syre they
were laughing at him.

This was more than he could bear?, )

“Tell me what you are laughing at, sir,’
he called furiously... ‘Then we will laugh
together.’

‘T' was not speakmg to you, sir’

‘Are you laughing at me? demanded

. D’Artagnan,- drawing his sword.

‘T laugh as 4 please, the man rephed ‘
turning ‘away- and re—appearmg in the door- .
way. _

Angmly, D’Artagnan lunged ~at him.
Startled, the other man drew his sword. At
the same moment, the innkeeper and several



onlookers, anxious to prevert a-'fight, fell
upon D’Artagnan®. - He was knocked senseless

in the struggle, and carried indoors for atten-

* tionf. When the innkeeper returned, the

gentleman  with the scar asked how the

young man was.

‘He will soon recover,’ rephed the infi-
keeper. ‘I don’t know who he is, sir, but he
carries a letter to Monsieur de Treville in
Paris.’ '

‘Indeed!” The other man became alert
‘I would like to know what_ is in that letter.
He is a nuisance, this young man. Please
‘make .out my bill7. I am leaving, I mustA
meet Milady 7and T'do not wish her to be seen
wam

Soon afterwards, partly ‘recovered

D’Artagnan limped into the ;:ourtyard The
first thmg he saw was the gentleman, talk-

ing to a beautiful young woman in a car-

riage. .
‘What are the Cardmal S orqers r she ‘was
asking.
‘You must return at once to England

Keep watch on the Duke of Buckingham 8- qothmgﬁ

As soon as he leaves London, mﬁ_or_m 4he— Jeeteer
—young man.’

Cardmal I. am returning- to—Paris.’
D’Artagnan rushed forward.

‘Stand and fight, sir! he demanded
‘Would you dare run away from me in front
of a woman?’ )

Seeing her companion lay his hand on
his sword, Milady touched his arm.

‘Remember, delay could rujn_ our plans.’

" “You’re right,’ he agreed. ‘Go on your
~way, and I will go on mine®’

With that, the carriage moved off the
.driver crackmg his whip. The gentléman
jumped on his horse and galloped away in
the opposite direction.

“*Coward!” ‘D’Artagnan called after him,
but he was gone. . -

D’Artagnan ‘was ready to leave foz' Paris
when he found his letter to Mons1eur de Tre-
ville was missing. -

. ‘My letter! It's gonel”

The mnkeeper hastened to protect h1m—
self

" ‘That gentleman must have taken it, sir.
He showed great interest in it} e

The letter seeméd to be gone for ‘good!’.
All D’Artagnan could do was hope Monsieur
de Treville would see him without it. -~ =

. Monsieur de Treville was a closé "friend
of King XII.'" In those troubled titnes the
ruler of Francé needed ‘this brave man’ at
his side. Treville led the King's: Musketeers,

a band of bold men dedicated to protect thelr
King!t) i

Cardinal- Rlcheheu who had - almost as
much power in:the coyntry as the King him-
self, also had his-ewn men —'the Cardinal’s
Guards. . He and the King constantly boasted
to one another about their men’s courage,
and secretly encouaged them to fight.

Monsieur de Treville’s- headquarters was
always full of Musketeers. When D’Artagnan
arrived, he: ' made Ris way through them, his
heart ~ beating -~with excitement. He was
allowed in to see Monsiewr de Treville, but
had to wait. The Captain was scelding three
of- his men: : ¢ LT
.. ‘Athos! Porthos! Aramis! I -hear  you
were fighting in the streets and-were arrest-

‘ed by the Cardmal’s Guards.  This will not

dof2l . ;
‘But they attacked us!’ they protested
‘We fought back, and escaped.’

‘The :Cardinal ‘didn’t tell me that,’ mur-
mured Monsieur de Treville... ‘However, I
will not allow my men to risk their lives for
The King needs his brave  Mus-
TS. Now you may go, and I will see thm

Eagerly, D’Artagnan explained who Qe
was: Monsieur de Treville smiled.
41 liked your: father What can I do for
hls son?
D’Artagnan explamed that he had come

. to Paris to ‘join the Musketeers.

‘That won’t be possible right away!4,” the
Captain told him. ‘I'm afraid no one becomes
a Musketeer without first serving“in:.a less
important regiment. But I-will do this for
you. I will send you to the Royal Academy, -
where you:' ‘will learn  horsemanship and
swordsmanship. ‘Let me lmow how you are
getting onf5? '

Thanking Monsieur de Treville, D’Artag—
nan left, excited over his good luck.® On
the:way out he had: the misfortune to meet,
one after the other, the three Musketeers he
had seen in the Captain’s'roem.. Still smart-
ing from the scolding they had received,.they
took offence easily.!” D’Artagnan upset them
all so much that he found himself facing
three duels. “The first was to be with Athos
at’ noon, the 'second  with" Porthos  at one
o’clock, and the third with Aramis at .two!

* . Dismayed, D’Artagnan’ said to himself:

I ‘can’t draw back:®® But at least if I am

killed, ‘I shall be killed by a Musketeer!?
* 'D’Artagnan knew' no one. in Paris. : He
went to meet Athos alone,!® ‘determined to

PR
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tm nell W.hen;Aﬂlos arrived, he brought.
- the. other two Musketeers with him. All

three: were :gstonished to see that it was the.

same :young man they were to fight one
after the other. -

{r+ :‘Now :that ‘you are here, gentlemen,’
D'Artagnan said, ‘I wish to apologise.’

At the word ‘apologise’ he saw contempt

appear in their. faces. They thought -him a
coward. . His hot blood rose?’
‘You don’t-understand! I apologise only

in case I am unable to fight all three of

you! Monsieur Athos has the right to kill
me first. ‘And now —on guard! - .-

With the most gallant air possible, D’Ar-
taghan drew his sword. - Athos ‘had just
drawn his when-a company of the Cardmal’
Guards appeared.

‘Sheathe your swords!’ called Porthos
and “Aramis. together, but it was. too late..

‘Fighting, Musketeers? cried one of the
Guards mockmgly “You know that isn’t al-
Jowed. ‘Put up your swords.2 You re under
arrest!’® -

Never!" called - the three 'Musketeers.
“There may only be three of us, but we will
fight.’

“You are wrong—there are four of us,’
D’Artagnan said quietly. ‘Try me.’

‘What’s your name, brave fellow"’ asked
Athos. RIS + 1
< *D*Artagnan, monsieur.” . s

‘Well, then, Athos,
D’Artagnan, forward!

‘Swords clashed and men -cried out as
they fought fiercely ‘to and fro. The Car-

dinal’s- Guards ~were: also good swordsmen,
but+at last:they were ‘beaten- off.% After-
wards,; the: fourc returned to. Monsieur de
Treville’svheadquarters, arm in:4arm.

D’Artagnan’s heart swelled with pride®

‘I & 'hot . yet -a Musketeer, but, at least I
must be'an apprentice.’

The affair:caused. a gredt-fuss. Monsieur
. de Treville scolded his. Musketeers . in public,
but congratulated them in private, The King
heard of it:and was so impressed by D’Artag-

nan’s bravery that he placed him as a-cadet

in the Guards of. Monsieur d'Essart.?’
“From then on D’Artagnan learned about
hfe in: Paris, -and - about. the  Court of. King
Louis :XII:-and. the lovely Queen Anne.. He
was happy, and looked forward to the day
when he teo ‘would become a Musketeer.5?
‘ One day,“while: I)’Artagnan was resting
in his lodgings, his landlond, Mensieur Bona-
cieux, cam«a Afpstairs to see him. ;

Porthos, Ar_anﬂs:-and—'Me“n gpaz

: ‘I;-have, heard you are a brave young
man, D’Artagnan. I need help. Constance, My
wife, has been: kxdnapped"

‘Kldnapped"’

‘My wife is seamstress to the Queen,’

Monsieur Bonacieux explained. ‘She is more
than that. She is one of the few people the
Queen can trust.” .
' D’Artagnan had heard a great deal about
the Queen. She was a lonely woman. Every-
one knew that the King no longer loved her.
The Card.mal had once cared for her,® but
she had. reJected him. Now he plotted jea-
lously against her.® The English Duke of
Buckingham, a powérful man in the govern-
ment of his own country, had fallen deeply
in love with her. But England and France
were not friendly.

‘Ménsieur ‘Bonarieux sighed.

I thidk " my wife was kidnapped to see
if 'she would tell the Queen’s‘secrets.3! Only
the other day she told me the Queen is fright-
ened. She'thinks the Cardinal has written
to Buckingham in her name, to lure him to
Paris and into a trap.’

“You fhmk the Cardmal has taken your
wife? '

‘I fear so,’ replied Monsleur Bonacieux.

" ‘One of his men’ was seen when she was

carried off. He was a gentleman with a scar
on his temple.’

D’Artagnan started up.
sounds like the man I met at
he exclaimed.

WL your help me? begged Monsieur
Bonacieux. “You are always with the Musket-
eers, Who are ene'm1es of the Cardinal. I
thought you and your friends, while helping
the Queen, would be glad to sp011 his plans.’33

‘1 will "do what I can,’ D’Artagnan
agreed, ‘And if the man who carried off
your wife is the ‘man I think he is I will be
revenged for what happened to me at
Meung!”

. D’Artagnan 1ost no time Tn telhng Athos,
Porthos and Aramis of the dxsappearapce of
Constance Bonac1eux

. “This woman is in trouble because of her,
loyalty,’® he told them. ‘I am also anxious
about the Queen’s safety_ .

I have. hegrq{ peOple say she 1oves our
enemies, the Spanish and ‘the English,’ said
Athos.

- ‘Spain is her own country, ’Artagnan
reminded him. ‘It.is only natural that she
should love the Sp\amsh30 As for the Eng-
lish — only one Englishman is mvolved Buck-
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ingham, the King’ of England’s chief minis-
‘ter, Now thé Cardinal and his men seem to

be using his admiration for the Queen in

- some wicked plot.’ .

The Cardinal was their true enemy, the
friends: agreed. If they could spoil his-plans,
it would be worth risking their heads. The
missing Constance; Bonacieux: was the key to
the  whole intrigue.- She must be .found,
" and they would do it together,

The four men stretched out their hands
and shouted in one voice: . :
. ‘All for one, and-one for all!'¥.

D’Artagnan’s task was to keep watch on
Momueur Bonacxeugs apartments from his
own_room on the upper floor. Monsieur Bo-
nacieux had been arrested, and the Cardi-
nal’s Guards were using his house as a trap.
‘Anyone arriving there was taken away for
questxomng “to see what they knew .of the
Queen’s affairs.

Late one night, D’Artag'nan heard cnes
from downstairs. Realising it was a woman’s
voice, he drew his sword and rushed to the
r&cue:’s The woman was Constance Bona~-
cieux herself! She had escaped, andJetumed
home. The Candmal’s men“had’f/lowed her,
but surprlsed by D’Artagnans attack, they
ran away.

‘Thank you for saving me! cried Con—
stance Bonacieux. “Now I must go — there is
something T have to do for the Queen.”

A few hours later, D’Artagnan was as-
tonished to see her in a dark street. She was -

with a Musketeer .who looked like Aramis.
What were they doing? D’Artagnan hurried
up to speak to them, and found the man was
- a stranger, dlsgmsed in a Musketeers uni-
form.® He was the English Duke of Bucking-
ham! Constance Bonacieux was taking him
to a secret rneetmg at the Louvre with the
Queen.

‘Please don’t give us. away,’“’ Madame
Bonacieux begged
D’Artagnan shook the Duke’s hand.

‘I will make sure you reach the Louvre
safely.’ '
At the Louvre, ‘Madame" Bonacxeux led
the'Duke into a quiet drawing room. Buck-
mgham had ‘come to' Paris in answer to ‘a
message, supposed to be from the Queen%2.
On his arrival in the city, he had learned the
- message was a trap; set by the Cardinal:
Although the English'Duke knew He was
in danger, he refused to return to London
without seeing the Queeén. -He waited, una-

‘You can ruin us all.¥ -

-

fraid, ‘while the trusted Constance Bona-
cieux brought ‘her mistress to seé him.

Buckmghxlm turned as the Queen came
into the room \her lovely face pale. She -im-
plored. the: DukMo return to England and
safety. She made him promise not to see her
secretly again. It was too dangerous. : -

‘Come as an ambassador, with guards to
defend you?3, she"saxd ‘Then I w111 know you
are safe’

‘Very well,’ Buclnngham agreed ‘Please
give ‘me something of yours, perhaps a nng
or a chain. I will-wear it-to. remember you,’
Queen ‘Anne thrust a rosewood casket
into his hands.

' “Take this, and go, before it is too lated4

Unknown to the Queen, Cardmal Riche-
heu was soon to know about her secret meet-
ing with Buckmgham The news was
brought to him by the Compt de Rochefort,
the very man who had S0 annoyed D’Artag- )
nan at Meung®. An agent of ‘the Cardinal, he
had placed a spy in the Queen’s household.

" " “The Queen and Buckingham have met,
he told the Cardinal. - ‘He has already left
_for-England.’

_..‘Then our plan has failed sald the Car-
dinal angrily.

. ‘The Queen gave ‘Buckingham a gﬁt
Rochefort went on. ‘It was a box containing
the twelve diamond studs the King gave her
on her birthday.”

‘Well, welll’ 4 The Cardinal
suddenly. ‘All is‘not lost.’ . .

-He sat downri and wrote a letter. Closmg it
with his seal, he sent for a servant.

‘Take this-at once to London,’ he order-
‘Stop for no one®’.’

The letter said: -

‘Milady de -Winter-— be.at the first Ball
Buckingham attends’®®, He will wear on his
doublet twelve diamond studs.. Cut off two

smiled-

ed:

... of these. As soon as you' have them, inform

me.’ -
ng Louis XIII was next to know about

' Buck:.mham s.visit, for the Cardinal {old him

. enemies™®,’ replied the Cardinal.

himself¥.. The King demanded to know why

Buckmgham had come.. - -
‘No doubt to conspire - with ,vy0ur
" ‘He came to see the Queen! insisted the

King, furiously. ) :

‘I am  unwilling to thmk so said the
Cardinal. He khew how suspicious the King
was of his wife’!. ‘But I have heard she
céried this mommg, and spent the day wntmg
letters.’
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. ‘I must have these letters!’ cried the King.

He immediately sent the Chancellor to
search the Queen’s rooms, but the only letters
he found :were to the Queens own brother.
They attacked the Cardinal’s power in France,
but did not mention Buckingham. ‘The ng
was delighted.

‘I was' wrong,: Cardmal’ he admltted
‘The Queen is true to me... N
The Cardinal bowed his head :

‘Perhaps you -should do something to

please her, sire. “Give a Ball #2. The Queen
loves dancing. It‘would be a chance for her
to wear those ' beautiful -diamonds you gave
her for her birthday.’
* “The Queen was surphsed and’ happy
when the King told her about the Ball. She
asked eagerly when it was to be held.. The
King told her the Cardinal would arrange
everything. Every day for more than 4 week,
however, the Cardinal made some excuse for
not setting the date’.

' On the eighth day he rece:tved a letter
from Milady de Winter, in London It read:
‘] have them. Please send money and I will
bring them to Paris.’

The Cardinal knew that Mllady could be
there in ten to twelve days. Content that
his plans were going well, he spoke to ‘the
Fing about the Ball%.

“Today is September 20th. I have arrang- s1eur de © ille.
-ed’ that the Ball will take place in the Hotel _.Ara

de Ville on October 3rd. And do not forget; -
sire;-to remind the Queen to wear the dla-
mond studs!’

“The Queen was. dehghted when Louxs
told her the Ball would soon take place. But
her delight soon turned to shock. 3

.1 ] wish you to’appear in your most beau-
tiful gowny’ he told her, ‘wearing the dia-
tﬂohd studs'I gave you for your blrthday '

:The Queen ‘stared ‘at the King. C

. ‘Whenis the Ball?’ she asked famtly

““The Cardiial hag"’ atranged it for Oc-
tober 3rd,’ replied the King. ‘At the sound of -
that name, Queen Anne grew ‘pale®®, - -

‘Was it also his idea that 1 shouid wear
the diamond studs?"

‘What if it was?’ demanded the ng57
‘Do I ask too much?

_ The Queen shook her head. ‘No, _siz"'e.
" ‘Then you’ W111 appear as I ask"’

“Yes, . sire,’ '

Once ‘ghe Klfxg had gone Queen Anne
sank into a chair i in, ‘despair.

of the ng"'3

‘I am lost,” .she murmured®. ‘The Car-
dinal must know everything. What am I to
do? .

And she began to weep.

~ ‘Don’t cry, Your Majesty.’

The ‘Queen‘ turned sharply drouny, for
she thought she was alone.-1¢ was Constance
Bonacieux, who had heard everything.

“Don’t be afraid;’ she told thé Queen. ‘We
will get those diamonds back in t1me for the
Ball!”

Constance Bonacieux knew her husband -

would not help. The ‘Cardinal had released

him, and given him money. He was now a
Cardmal’s man. There was one person who
could help D’Artagnan She told him ‘what
had happened first swearing him to secrecy®®,

‘I will go to London at once,’ he told her.

Realising not a moment was to be lost,
D’Artagnan went to see Monsieur de Treville.
He asked if he could arrange leave of ab-
sence for him®, "

‘I'must go to London,’ he explamed
am on a secret mission for the Queen.’

Monsieur ‘de Trev1lle looked “sharply at
the eager young man.

‘Will anyone try to prevent you?

“The Cardinal would if he knew,’
D’Artagnan admitted.

‘Then you must not go alone,’ ‘said Mon-
‘Athes, Porthes and
will go with you. Then surely one
of you at least will get thmugh to London.’

“Thank you,’ D’Artagnan said, gratefully.

" Athos, Porthos-and Aramis were as ex-

cited at D’Ar'tagnan hlmself when he explain-

ed ‘their mission,

* The . four adventurers left. Paris' at two
o’clock in the morning. As long as it remain-
ed dark, they kept silent$!. In spite of them-
selves, they -expected ambushes on }vei'y
sidesz. With the sunrise, their spirits rose.

“All went well unt _they arrived at
Chantilly, early in the’ mormng They stopped
at an inn for breakfast After the meal, the
first sign of danger appeared A stranger
who had shared their table called on Porthos
to drmk the Cardinal’s, health, Porthos -agre-
ed, if the other would then drink the health .
‘The stranger cned that he
would drink to no one but the Cardinal®. A -
bitter argument followed. Leaying Porthos
to sett.le it, the others hurried on their way.

" They had travelled for several -hours

'when they came upan men mending the road.
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As they drew level, the workmen d!'ew out

_concealed muskets®,

" ‘It’s an ambush" crled D’Artagnan ‘Rxde
on!

They spurred their horses forward, but
Aramis was wounded in the shoulder. He
was able to travel only a little further. Athos
and D’Artagnan had to leave him to be look-
ed after at a village inn®,

Only D’Artagnan and Athos were left.
They rode on. At nightfall they took a room
at Amiens. The night passed quietly enough,

. but when Athos went to pay. the bill in the

morning, the landlord accused him of using
farged money®. Four armed men. rushed in.
They had obviously been waiting.
~ ‘Ride on, D’Artagnan!’ shouted Athos,
drawing his sword. '
D’Artagnan did not heed to be told twice.
He galloped on. At length, his horse ex-
hausted, he reached Calais, the port for ships
bound for England® He ran on to the
quay. There, a travel-weary gentleman was
telling a ship’s captain that he must go to Eng-

‘land. The ship was ready to sail, the captain

explained, but the Cardinal had just -issued
an order. No ship was_to Wou’c\ his
permission®,

‘I already have it,” the gentleman said,
showing a paper. ‘Will you take me?

The captain agreed, but insisted that the
pass had to be signed by the Port Governor.
Hearing this, D’Artagnan hurried away and
waited amongst some trees for the gentleman
to come back with the signed pass. He had
to have the Cardinal’'s pass. Naturally, the
man refused to give it up, and D’Artagnan

had to fight him for it. They fought fiercely
for-some time before the man at last gave
‘in and- handed over the precious piece of

paper?,

Breathing hard, D’Artagnan thrust the
pass into his pocket and went to fmd a ship
to take him to England

The sh1p D’Artagnan chose had scarcely
left harbour when a cannon boomed out’.
The port had been closed. He had only just
been in time. Worn out, D’Artagnan .slept
while the ship sailed across the ’Channel’?, In
the morning, he watched eagerly while the
vessel dropped anchor in Dover.- Soon he was

~on his way to London,

The young Frenchman knew' no English,
but he had the Duke of Buckingham’s name
written on a piece of paper. He was soon
directed to the Duke’s home, for everyone in
London knew him. When he heard that

D’Artagnan had come, the Duke saw him at
once. He ,x\'_emembered him from their meet-
ing in the dark streets of Paris™.

His face\ became grave when D’Artagnan
told him of the»Queens danger.

‘We must’ return the diamond studs to her :
Louis must not find out she gave them to
me! he exclaimed. He unlocked the box in
which they lay} with a key from a chain he -
wore round his neck’. As he lifted the
diamonds out, h'e gave a startled cry

‘Two of them are missing!

‘Can you - have lost them, my lord"’

'D’Artagnan asked anxiously.

‘They have been stolen,’ the Duke re-
plied grimly.. He showed D’Artagnan where
the ribbon holdmg the two missing studs had
been cut® = o .

‘Wait!” said the Duke. ‘I remeinber now.
I wore them only once, at a Ball in London.
Milady de Winter was there. She has never
liked me, but she was unusually friendly. 1
wondered why. 'She must have taken them.
She must be an agent of the’ Cardinal.”

“ _He paced up and down, thinking?. The

_"Ball, D’Artagnan’ told him, was in five days’
__time. If Quéen Anpe appeared with two of

the diamond studs missing, the King's anger
would be terrible”. The Cardinal ®ould
have succeeded.  The Duke stopped ‘suddenly
and turned’ to the oung Frenchman

‘Five days — tHat’s all the time we need?
he exclaimed. ‘I know what we must do.’

Buckmgha,m sent  for hlS secretary, and
issued an imiediate order. No' ships were
to sail for France, for he believed Milady de -
Winter was still in Rondon. . Such was his’
importance in the government that the order
was carried out without question™. -

. Next the Duke called for his jeweller,

and.showed him the set of diamond studs.
He promised the man he would pay him well

_to make two studs exactly like them.. . They

must be finished within two days, and made
so that no one could, tell the new from the
old™. ‘The. Jeweller agreed, and hurried away
to start work.

‘We' are not bea’cenm D’Artagnan" cried
the Duke.

Two days later the new studs were
ready. .The Duke and D’Artagnan examined

“them carefully, They had been so well made

it was impossible to tell they were not part
of the original set®. Now D’Artagnan coula
leave for France.

- As his ship left Dover he thought he
‘saw Mllady de Winter aboard’ ohe of the



