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PREFACE

There has long been a need for some way
to acquaint those who treat sick infants and
children with the details of pediatric therapy
currently used by specialists whose larger experi-
ence in limited areas gives them extensive and
advanced knowledge. Current Pediatric Therapy
brings you the personal approach and opinions
of leading authorities who devote a large part of
their effort to keeping abreast of the most recent
~-and complete information relative to the particu-
lar problem they discuss.

The plan of therapy is the last decision the
physician must make. Before he can consider
any therapeutic approach, he must determine
the diagnosis and, if possible, the etiology. Cur-
rent Pediatric Therapy is not intended to help
the physician in making this important judg-

ment, for which his prior training will have
largely prepared him. When such help is desired,
there are excellent books available.

The characteristics of disease vary little with
time. Diagnostic techniques have evolved rela-
tively slowly; but therapy, at least in recent years,
has been changing rapidly. It is rarely final or
fully satisfactory. The era of developing thera-
peutic progress js with us now, somewhat as the
era of developing descriptive medicine was with
us in the earlier part of the century.

It is our hope that, the diagnosis once made
and the etiologic agent determined, the physician
will be able to use this book for quick, yet de-
tailed, orientation to a currently practiced and
accepted therapeutic approach.

SypNEY S. GELLIs, M.D.
BenjaMIN M. KaGan, M.D
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