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GG
The Bedside Classics
of
Workd Literature, Philosophy and Psychology

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology—books that have stood the test
of time—at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The first set of
the first 15 Bedside Classics includes:

Wake-robin by John Burroughs ¥10.00
1984 by George Orwell ¥ 18.00
The Great Gatshy by F. Scott Fitzgerald ¥ 10.00
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain ¥18.00
Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser ¥26.00
Emma by Jane Austen ¥ 26.00
Tess of the d 'Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy ¥24.00
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

by Arthur Conan Doyle ¥ 18.00
The Call of the Wild + White Fang

by Jack London ¥18.00
Sons and Lovers by D. H. Lawrence ¥26.00
Of Human Bondage by William Somerset Maugham ¥35.00
The Divine Comedy - Inferno by Dante Alighieri ¥12.00
Dream Psychology + A Young Girl’s Diary

by Sigmund Freud ¥22.00
Thus Spake Zarathustra + Beyond Good and Evii

by Friedrich Nietzsche ¥ 26.00
Ulysses(I and II)+ (III) by James Joyce ¥36.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover, or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or if you have any suggestions, please
g0 to the publisher’s weibo: http:/weibo.com/Irs 2009, or call 024-23284321.



Jane Austen

Jane Austen (16 December 1775 — 18 July 1817) was
an English novelist whose works of romantic fiction,
set among the landed gentry, earned her a place as one
of the most widely read writers in English literature.
Her realism, biting irony and social commentary have
gained her historical importance among scholars and
critics.

Austen lived her entire life as part of a close-knit
family located on the lower fringes of the English
landed gentry. She was educated primarily by her
father and older brothers as well as through her
own reading. The steadfast support of her family
was critical to her development as a professional
writer. Her artistic apprenticeship lasted from her
teenage years into her thirties. During this period, she
experimented with various literary forms, including
the epistolary novel which she then abandoned, and
wrote and extensively revised three major novels and
began a fourth. From 1811 until 1816, with the release
of Sense and Sensibility (1811), Pride and Prejudice
(1813), Mansfield Park (1814) and Emma (1816), she
achieved success as a published writer. She wrote two
additional novels, Northanger Abbey and Persuasion,
both published posthumously in 1818, and began a
third, which was eventually titled Sanditon, but died
before completing it.
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More classics to be soon published are:

WINTER SUNSHINE by John Burroughs

THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO by Alexandre Dumcis

5 PLAYS by George Bernard Shaw

HAMLET by Shakespeare

THE MEMOIRS OF SHERLOCK HOLMES by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
THE GOOD EARTH by Pearl Buck

More ...

And

THE INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS by Sigmund Freud
THE CONFESSIONS by Jean-Jacques Rousseau
PRINCE by Niccolo Machiavelli

More ...

And

ROBINSON CRUSOE by Daniel Defoe

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE by Jane Austen
JANE EYRE by Charlotte Bronte

WUTHERING HEIGHTS by Emily Bronte

DAVID COPPERFIELD by Charles Dickens
GREAT EXPECTATIONS by Charles Dickens
HARD TIMES by Charles Dickens

OLIVER TWIST by Charles Dickens

A TALE OF TWO CITIES by Charles Dickens
THE RETURN OF THE NATIVE by Thomas Hardy
HEART OF DARKNESS by Joseph Conrad
LORD JIM by Joseph Conrad

DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE by Robert Louis Stevenson
TREASURE ISLAND by Robert Louis Stevenson
KIDNAPPED by Robert Louls Stevenson

And many more ...



General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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Chapter | of Volume [ 1

VOLUME 1
CHAPTER 1

Emma Woodhouse, handsome, clever, and rich, with
a comfortable home and happy disposition, seemed to
unite some of the best blessings of existence; and had
lived nearly twenty-one years in the world with very
little to distress or vex her.

She was the youngest of the two daughters of a most
affectionate, indulgent father; and had, in consequence
of her sister’s marriage, been mistress of his house
from a very early period. Her mother had died too
long ago for her to have more than an indistinct
remembrance of her caresses; and her place had been
supplied by an excellent woman as governess, who
had fallen little short of a mother in affection.

Sixteen years had Miss Taylor been in Mr.
Woodhouse’s family, less as a governess than a
friend, very fond of both daughters, but particularly
of Emma. Between them it was more the intimacy
of sisters. Even before Miss Taylor had ceased to
hold the nominal office of governess, the mildness
of her temper had hardly allowed her to impose any
restraint; and the shadow of authority being now long
passed away, they had been living together as friend
and friend very mutually attached, and Emma doing
just what she liked; highly esteeming Miss Taylor’s
judgment, but directed chiefly by her own.

The real evils, indeed, of Emma’s situation were
the power of having rather too much her own way,
and a disposition to think a little too well of herself;



