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@ From : The Essential Talmud, p.3
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Before his death in 1955, Einstein was asked: "If you could re—live it, what
would you choose?" Einstein replied without the slightest hesitation: "Study the
Talmud ! "

For the past 1500 years, Jews around the world have devoted themselves to
the study of Talmud.More than any other book besides the Bible, the Talmud has
shaped the Jewish people, its values and world—view.

Generation after generation has rejoiced in its intricacies and delved into its
complexities, poring over the text with an extraordinary combination of love and
purpose.The myriad and outstanding debates between Hillel and Shamai, Abbaye
and Rava, and Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi Meir fired Jewish people’ s collective
imagination and helped to preserve the integrity of Jewish tradition throughout
the exile.

Just as Rabbi Ismael said : "The teachings of the Talmud stand above all
other laws. They are more important than the laws of Moses."

In his commentary on Fifth Book Rabbi Menachem said : “"The decisions
of the Talmud are the words of the living God. Jehovah Himself asks the opinion
of the earthly rabbis when there are difficult affairs in heaven."

In Tract Mechilla of Babylonian Talmud, it was said : "Jehovah Himself
studies the Talmud standing, he has such respect for that book."

What is really the Talmud? As a matter of fact it is extremely hard to define.
Just as Steinsaltz described in the “Preface to The Essential Talmud” :

“The Talmud is a very hard book to define. From content to
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style, every definition is incomplete or contradictory. The Talmud is

completely unique - a book that has no parallel anywhere. By way of an
oxymoron and paradox, the Talmud may be called a book of holy intellectualism.
Because there is nothing quite like the Talmud, it is helpful to have not just one
perspective, but two or three, so that one can have a sense of the multifaceted and
often contradictory sides of this large, very complex work. ”

Why the Talmud was so significant and important ? The characterization
of the Talmud as a commentary on the Bible , As the "commentary", in its
broadest sense, is more than a new exposition of an old document. It is also
an original new creation, new means in new way and in new to express their
discoveries of new truth.

The Talmud is primarily concerned with law, because the Jews looked
upon the legislation in the Bible as its most important element. For an example,
many people think of Judaism as the religion of cold, harsh laws, to be contrasted
with Christianity, the religion of love and brotherhood. This is an unfair
characterization of both Judaism and Jewish law. Love and kindness have been
a part of Judaism from the very beginning. When Jesus said, "love thy neighbor
as thyself," he was merely quoting Torah, and he was quoting the book that is
most commonly dismissed as a source of harsh laws: Leviticus 19:18. The point is
repeated in Leviticus 19:34: love (the stranger) as thyself.( Love and Brotherhood
in Jewish Sources.)

Books in the Talmud including Pirkei Avot, Berakoth of the Mishnah,
teaches that the universe depends on three things: on Torah (law), on avodah
(service to G—d), and on g'milut chasadim (usually translated as "acts of
lovingkindness") (Avot 1:2), perhaps drawing from Psalm 89:3, "the universe is

built on kindness" (more commonly translated as "forever is mercy built"). In fact,
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this quote has become a popular song in synagogues: Al Shlosha D'varim (On
Three Things). The Mishnah also describes g'milut chasadim as one of the few
mitzvot (commandments) for which there is no minimum amount sufficient to
satisfy your obligation. (Pe'ah 1:1; reiterated in Talmud Chagigah 7a).

Talmud is also rich in many copious discussions in the field of religion, ethics,
social institutions, history, folk—lore and science. Thus it is not only a supplement
to the Bible, and is also a summation of a thousand years of intellectual, religious
and social achievements of the Jewish people.

Because of religious reasons, during a absolutely long time, under the
reign of the Catholic Church in Europe , the Talmud suffered huge attacks and
persecutions, have been tried, burned, banned, the thoughts and ideas in Talmud
has been forced—out in the Western intellectual circles, without the slightest
position. Only till about 1950s there was the emergence of a more complete
"Talmud" in English. As to study the Talmud, not only modern Jewish people
themselves but also most non—Jewish people, let along the Chinese, are really on
the initial stage.

As the "Talmud" contains tremendous and complex contents, this book
“The Enlightment of Talmud ” try to translate and compile it in a concise way,
classified and summarized its main contents into several major clue, to help readers
following these clues to have a basic understanding of the subjects; The first is
the sacred concept of Talmud ;1bout Law and Ethics in theological significance ;
value of creation and human life ; the Law of moral and spiritual and sacred
significance, Tamu Gaudet moral principles inherent wisdom and humor, history,
status and role of women in business, clean and healthy living.

The last chapter of this book is a selection from the Talmud about many

biblical heroes such as Moses, Joseph, David, Solomon and other legendary stories,

007



ACRSs A
The Talmud

folk tales, proverbs, proverbs, fables, poems, anecdotes, etc, It may be interesting
for readers to learn the Talmud in some visual image forms.

The people represented in Talmud were intelligent, articulate, and dedicated
to the remarkable project of helping an ancient tradition survive mortal danger.
The arguments stimulate, their language gives pleasure, the immensity of their
achievement provokes awe.

Beginners especially may find Talmud study a difficult task. Many people
are frustrated by the Talmud’ s playful or even illogical arguments, curious
and fantastic stories, and far—fetched interpretations.Talmud study requires a
tremendous investment of time and effort, and the payoff .ﬁ'om struggling through
its meandering dialectics is not always obvious.

No matter however, Is Talmud study the secret to Jewish success? It is the
primary focus of study and meditation. Here is how Adin Steinsaltz, a teacher,
philosopher, social critic, and spiritual mentor, who has been hailed by Time
magazine as a "once—in—a—millennium scholar". He has devoted his life to
making the Talmud accessible to all Jews puts it:

“If the Bible is the cornerstone of Judaism, then the Talmud is the central
pillar, soaring up from the foundations and supporting the entire spiritual and
intellectual edifice. In many ways the Talmud is the most important book in
Jewish culture, the backbone of creativity and of national life. No other work
has had a comparable influence on the theory and practice of Jewish life, shaping
spiritual content and serving as a guide to conduct. ” ¥

Why Is Talmud study the secret to Jewish success? Right now, few will
dispute the remarkable achievement of Jewish people in virtually all walks life. But

we might well ask how it is that a people who have been hounded and harassed

@® The Essential Talmud, p.3
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throughout history can excel in so many pursuits.
Rabbi Abraham Hirsch Rabinowitz believes that much of Jewish success is
related to the benefits of Talmud study:

“The versatility and achievement of the Jewish mind is proverbial. There is
hardly a field of human contemplation and endeavor in which Jews have failed to
excel. Precocity and originality have usually marked the contribution of Jews to
knowledge, as also a striking ability to improvise. Of the main factors that together
created the Jewish mind, there can be little doubt that the contributon of the
age—long preoccupation of the Jew with Talmud and halachah is formidable. The
study of Talmud, undertaken at an early age and pursued assiduously, nurtured
alertness, discernment, and acumen and cultured the ability to weigh situations

and opinions. It encouraged debate and individual research, rewarded initiative,

and lauded brilliance. ”

@® The Study of Talmud, Jason Aronson p.13
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