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To Teachers and Parents

he study of formal grammar in schools has
always been a controversial issue. In Britain,
for example, there was little formal teaching of
grammar for many years, and it is thought that
the standard of written English has declined as
a result. Other countries, like Singapore, where
grammar has not been given emphasis in the
curriculum until recently, have had a similar
experience.

The decline in the standard of English has
caused much concern among educators, and
has prompted a determination to re-introduce
the teaching of grammar into the curriculum.

FIRST ENGLISH GRAMMAR has been specially
written in the light of this development. It
is aimed at giving children a head start in
the study of English. The book is intended
for children aged between six and nine in

countries where English is taught as a first
language. It can also be used by older children
in countries where English is a foreign or
second language. The book attempts to
introduce grammar through the study of words
with pictures. However, unlike the typical
picture-word book for children, which is usually
arranged by theme, FIRST ENGLISH GRAMMAR
is structured according to the different parts of
speech. Much attention has been paid to the
presentation and layout of this book in order to
make it learner-friendly.

It is hoped that this book will give children
a clear idea of basic grammar and help lay a
strong foundation for good English. At the
same time, we hope that they will get a lot of
enjoyment from the varied vocabulary specially
selected for this age group.
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THE ALPHABET (#8%)

An alphabet is a set of letters that you use to make words.

In the English alphabet there are 26 letters,
all with their own sounds. (#6454, 284 277, )

These 26 letters are arranged in a fixed order,
called alphabetical order, or ABCorder. (54 £/ )

You can write the letters in two forms:

small
letters

C.PITAL
L-FTERS




Small Letters (/5%8)

This is the way you write the small letters. (554 5:%)

a b c d i
' I

a b ¢ d e f g Did You Know
h i - K | 1. Small letters are
o p g r s t u also called
lower case letters.
V. W X y Z CBFEAEXT LAY

lower case letters.)



Capital Letters (x5%8)

Capital letters are also called big letters.
This is the way you write the capital letters. (x558w5:%)




You use a capital letter for:

The first letter in a sentence, for example:
The dog is barking.

The word |, for example:
Tom and | are playing chess.

Names of people, for example:
Peter, John, Mary, Snow White

Names of places, for example:
London, Paris, Tokyo, Bangkok

Names of mountains and rivers, for example: &
Mount Fuji, the Yellow River

The days of the week, for example:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday

The months of the year, for example:
January, February, March

A B C D E F G Did You Know
H 1 J K L M N Capital letters are
also called
O P Q R S T U upper case letters.
V W X Y 7 (KEFHFAELF LMD

upper case letters, )



Vowels and Consonants (x&$Buits8)

The English alphabet has two kinds of letters:
vowels and consonants.
(REFHERA B LEFHMETTE.)

There are five vowels:
a,e,i,oand u.

Look at these words.
All of them have a vowel in the middle.

cat rat fan
bed pen get
sit pin bin
fox dog hot
mug run sum




The other letters in the alphabet are called consonants.
They are shown here in red.

f
I

Q.

a b c e
g h | k
q,
W

3

=
c O
< T >~

r
X

~
N

Here are some words beginning with consonants. (# &5 &7 k4 #i)

bear cat dog fox
goat hare lamb panda
rabbit wolf yak zebra
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. Exercise 1 (4:11)

The clown has forgotten some of the letters of the alphabet.
Help him fill in the missing letters on the balls.
(PAERTFERTHHRIFTE. HHFE—T.)

@ O (@)

kQ/

The vowels q, e, i, 0 and u are missing from some words in this
sentence. Fill in the correct vowels.

Th_s cl_wn __s j__ggling tw__nty-s__x b__lIs.

11



§\\ Exercise 2 (%512)

Read the first word on each apple. Fill in the missing consonants
to make two more words on each apple. The first one is done for

YOU. (ks BAFRPHH—ALH. AEFRE PRI 0T R, )

- 'y
bli|n| % "|bla|d fluln
%)
S|4 T . A a u
"‘
|| P (# a | u
plalill] blojo|t kli|t|e|®
\! ‘
¥, al i ; o|o i el J
ES
ali 0|0 | el
. i
L >','
fla|cle glojla|t hju|g|e
a e o|a u e
a e o|a u e

—
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