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Preface

This collection of theses entitled Selected Articles On Higher
Education is the second one by the Institute of Higher Education,
Xiamen University. The first one. published in 1989, includes
some representative theses written by full —time and part—time re-
searchers and graduate students between 1978 and 1988, while the
present collection is made up of theses written between 1989 and
1993. It reflects, to a certain degree, the development and changes

the institute has experienced in the past five years.

What has happened to the Institute of Higher Education of Xia-
men University for the past five vears?

It is necessary to begin our narration with the development strat-
egy of the institute;,

According to the objective situation for the development of the
science of higher education, and the subjective conditions of the in-
stitute itself, the institute has made a general strategy for its devel-
opment from its establishment in 1978 to the year 2000. The strat-
egy has been divided into three stages :First, the basic task was to
set up a new discipline of higher education and to promote con-
struction of the institute; second, it was to cultivate professionals
and carry on scientific research; third, the main task is to carry on
research at a higher level and in a wider domain of sciences, in or-
der to make the institute a key unit in China, in reality as well in
name. The task on the first stage was almost finished in 1983, and
in 1984 the task on the second stage began. According to its origi-
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nal estimation, the third stage would begin around 19%0. i.e. its
key task would turn ‘rom cultivating graduate stud..  to the sci-
entific research, and to raising its research level continuously. The
grounds for the strategy was: by that time, there would have been
more institutes of higher education offering degrees of master and
doctor, and the task for training professionals would be shared by
more units. The advantages of the institute being the first unit for
higher education master’s program and the only one for higher edu-
cation doctoral program would be graduallvy decreased, but the re-
search strength of the institute would be more or less increased,
which would make it possible for the institute to carry on its re-
search work at a higher level and in a wider domain of sciences.
Though the history of the institute has no’&ée&&o smooth, it, in
general, has been going forward along its planned way. The condi-
tions for transforming were alinost ready in 1990, and in 1991 the
institute decided to begin to transform gradually. and in 1993 it fin-
ished transforming and entered the third stage, which is character-
ized by the [vllowing;

The institute has trained a number of students for higher edu-
cation, among them there are 45 masters and five doctors. And
now there are 21 graduate students, 15 for MEd and 6 for DEd. So
far in China theie are eight higher education master’s programs and
three doctor’s programs and in addition five master’s programs for
higher education administration. These institutes produce several
dozens of masters and doctors every year. These young researchers
spread over the country and are surely playing a main role in mak-
ing the science of higher education thrive and prosper.

Young researchers in the institute have quickly grown in matu-
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rity. In the past few years. five of them have been promoted to be
associate professors or professors. together with five middle— aged
and veteran professionals, making up about 509 of the whole re-
search staff. And those young researchers who haven’t been pro-
moted to high ranks are also growing rapidly. Therefore,it is pos-
sible for the institute to carry ow its scientific research on a higher
level and in a wider field and at the same time prevent the stregth
of training graduate students from decreasing. Furthermore, the
institute has laid physical resources foundation for information
management, equipment, funds for research and publication.
More important is the pressing situation. Higher education
should be reformed, improved and developed on the basis of eco-
nomic development, Agd the reform, improvement and develop-
ment of higher education call for the guidance of the theory of high-
er education. It is a glorious task for the theorists of higher educa-
tion under the new situation, and it is also a responsibility that the
institute should assume. Therefore, no time should be lost to focus

on scientific research.

The institute has taken a number of major research tasks com-
missioned by the government, national and local, and by Xiamen
University. In 1993, seven monographs and collections were pub-
lished. These monographs and collections are research achieve-
ments the institute obtained during the period of transition. And
the second collection of Selected Articles On Higher Educatzan is

just one of these achievements.

The second collection includes 45 theses chosen from among
Vi



over two hundred. Generally speaking, they are academically bet-
ter than the theses in the first one, though there are still some

room to improve. This collection deals with a more extensive re-
search domain, which includes theory of construction of disci-
plines, essential theory of higher education and psychology of col-
lege students, history of Chinese and foreign higher education and
comparative higher education. The collection also includes some
studies of economics of and administration of higher education,
which are still relatively weak subjects at the institute, and some of
the theses touch the important issues of the present reform of high-
er education. The proportion. of the contents reveals that the insti-
tute has focused on studies of basic theories, but it has not neglect-
ed practizal issues of the current reform of higher education. In
fact, studies of basic theories, in essence, serve more profoundly

the reform and development of higher education in China.

In the past five years, not only activated favourably by the so-
cial environment, but also influenced unfavourébly by some nega-
tive factors in society, the institute has experienced much hard-
ship. In order to make the institute a real key discipline unit, we
should be ready to take more important tasks and overcome more
difficulties in future. Fortunately, not only we have supports and
care coming from leaders at various levels, the theorists of higher
education, and those concerned with science of higher education,
but within the institute, many young, middle —aged and veteran
researchers of higher education have been making painstaking ef-
:'forts as well. At the third stage, young staff members will be the
.main force in researching and teaching. 1 sincerely hope and believe
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they will obtain achievemnts of higher quality and train more quali-
fied professionals for higher educational science.

Pan Maoyuan

Professor and Honorary Director
Institute of Higher Education
Xiamen University, China
Februray 23, 1994

Mailing Address:

Institute of Higher Education
Xiamen University

Xiamen, Fujian 361005

P.R. of China
Tel:(0592)2086413
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