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About the Sketches and Line Drawings
of Ten Thousand Miles of Yangtse River

—— By Wu Song and Song Gong

The sketches and line drawings selected in this album are parts of Ten
Thousand Miles of Yangtse River’ a multi-medium work. The creation started
in 1995, and it is still underway. The work is long including more than 130-
meter-long line drawings and 80-meter-long colorful Chinese traditional land-
scapes, a large number of sketches, several tens of films, shootings, articles, lots
of relevant documents and a large installation-Scenery of Yangtse River.

These sketches and line drawings are original parts of Ten Thousand Miles
of Yangtse River. We have traveled intermittently all over the areas along Yangtse
River. The initial reason that we decided to create such a work was that the
Three Gorges Dam project was adopted and our hometown would no longer
exist in several years. As born and bred there, we have an impulse and a duty,
and hope to leave a historical record for Three Gorges. Yangtse River and the
Yangtse Civilization.

During the course of creation, the Yangtse Civilization, the spirit of the
integrated work, has always been our focus of consideration and creation.

Because of the historical store-up caused by the rich and varied geographi-
cal features of the Yangtse River Valley, the Civilization, named after Yangtse
River, seems open and of multi-significance in culture, therefore, is very much
different from the coherence of the Central Plain Civilization. “As the main
stream of Chinese culture and history, the Yangtse Civilization is of particular
significance Its open, humanistic, pluralistic and perceptual features are genes
that are now gestating a new civilization. Accompanied by the further deep re-
form and opening-up to outside world, the Yangtse Civilization has been loudly
and clearly put forward and has stepped on the stage of Chinese cultural and
economic reality.” (The Chinese Traditional Painting under the cultural and
historical circumstances/ Artists of Chinese Traditional Painting / I** Issue of
1998,) Looking into the archaeological history, the Yuanmeng Men in Yunan

Province began to live in the upper reaches of Yangtse River Valley before 17



million years ago. Between about thirty thousand years and ten thousand years,
Ziyang Men in Sichuan Province and Peking Men opened the prelude of the
civilization history of China. They are maybe the first ancestors of Chinese people,
and the Yangtse Civilization is maybe the origin of Asian Civilization. Up to
now, from the upper reaches of the Yangtse River Valley to the lower reaches,
we've found Sanxingdui Civilization, Dagi Civilization (Wugqi, Congqing Prov-
ince), Qujialing Civilization (Jingshan, Hubei Province), Qinglongquan Civili-
zation (Yunxian, Hubei Province), Beiyingyangying Civilization (Nanjing,
Jiangsu Province), Liangzhu Civilization (Yuyao, Zhejiang Province), Hemudu
Civilization (Yuyao, Zhejiang Province), Majiabang Civilization (Jiaxing,
Zhejiang Province) and Songze Civilization(Qingpu, Shanghai), etc.

The creation of Ten Thousand Miles of Yangtse River is a large and multi-
significant cultural project. The significance lies not only in the work itself, but
also in making people realize the historical status and realistic spirit of Yangtse
Civilization. We are absorbing the civilization fed by Yangtse River in the hu-
manistic space-time; we are portraying the changes of mountains and rivers in
the natural space-time; we are searching for the spirit of Yangtse River in the
historical space-time. It is a symbol during the century alternation. It is an old

theme that annotates relationship between human and the nature.
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KIFE" HERFH 1995
“Ten Thousand Miles of Yangtse River" (Sketches/Part) 1995
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KIRE" EEBE 1995
“Ten Thousand Miles of Yangtse River” (Sketches/Part) 1995
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