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Abstract

As one of major nations in Africa, Ethiopia has played an important role in
African continent. Despite the stark difference of its origins from those of most
African states, which were created by western colonialism, the modern Ethiopian
state was essentially created in the second half of the nineteenth century. Modern
Ethiopia has adopted federalism twice out of different reasons.

This book begins with the probe of the federation with Eritrea from 1952 to
1962. The federation was sponsored by the UN and controlled by Haile Selassie
who just intended to reunite the whole country in this way. This monarchy feder-
alism could not last long and ended without surprise in 1962 and Eritrea became
one of Ethiopian provinces. By the time the Derg came into power, it adopted
centralized unitary strategy. A number of ethnic — based liberation movements
were fighting against the government in different parts of the country. In May
1991 the forces of the EPRDF overthrew the military government and its violent
centralized authoritarian system, which suppressed ethnic and regional expres-
sions.

This book then focuses on the characteristics of new federalism. Unlike the
two previous regimes, the EPRDF came to power with the realization that coer-
cion, assimilation, and unitary strategy failed in promoting state building in Ethi-
opia and that a different solution for the country’s ethnic problems was needed.
TGE, in line with the Charter, quickly recognized the unconditional right of every
nation in the country to self — determination, including the rights of self — govern-
ance, cultural autonomy, as well as secession. A constitution that endorsed these

changes was ratified in December 1994. The highly centralized system has been



replaced by a federal arrangement among the 9 states, besides Addis Ababa,
which constitutes a separate administrative unit. The author analyses the interac-
tion between federalism and Ethiopian ethnic problems in which four case studies
are presented: Oromo, Somali, Afar and Sidama.

The author does not forget to illustrate the performance and weak points of
new federalism. The Ethiopian experiment has generated a great deal of concern
from two sides. On the one side, many charge that the new ethnic — based feder-
alism is a prelude to the disintegration of the country along ethnic lines. On the
other side, people view the federal arrangement as a positive step in the right di-
rection. The author supports the latter and agrees that democratic governance is
an effective mechanism that helps foster development of the federation. Ethiopia
under EPRDF has undertaken encouraging steps towards state building, democra-
tization as well as internal economic integration. There is, however, notable dis-
crepancy between the constitutional pronouncements and reality on the ground.
And there are, certainly, a number of problems with its implementation.

In conclusion part, the author optimistically argues that Ethiopia’ s ethnic —
based federal arrangement is a promising novel strategy whose success rests on the
country’s ability to develop democratic governance and internal economic pros-
perity. Despite the risk involved, bold policy measures of federal arrangement
with semi — authoritarianism was essential to stop the perpetual bloodshed, to a-

vert the country’ s total disintegration, and to initiate a process of nation build-

ing.
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