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Introduction

This book series consists of four textbooks and workbooks in two levels:

Textbook Workbook
Beginner 1 ~ Beginner 1
Beginner 2 Beginner 2

Intermediate 1 Intermediate 1
Intermediate 2 Intermediate 2

Each textbook is combined with its workbook into a single book. This series is designed
mainly for middle and high school students who study Chinese as a second or foreign language.
The beginner books can be used as supplementary materials for first-year Chinese at the collegiate
level. Also, the intermediate books can be used in a college Chinese conversation or culture course.

In a middle or high school, the beginner books are suitable for use in first-year Chinese while
the intermediate books are suitable for use in second-year Chinese. However, teachers need to
make their own judgment, taking into consideration the class time period, how the books are used,
and the ability of learners. The design of this book series uses the communicative language
learning and teaching approaches as the guide. The series focuses on the effectiveness of
communication rather than the practice of grammatical patterns. The goal is to assist learners in
successfully communicating with others in the target language, Mandarin Chinese, in both oral and
written forms. The topic of each lesson was carefully selected based on survey results of
approximately 100 American middle and high school students’ most desirable Chinese textbook

topics.



Structure of the Textbook

Except Lesson 1, which introduces the phonetic system, pinyin, and Lesson 2, which
discusses the Chinese writing system, each lesson consists of the following sections:

Communication Tasks: This section identifies structures learners will study in the lesson and
be able to apply in daily life after learning the lesson.

Warm-up Discussion Questions: The warm-up questions are used to learn how much
background knowledge learners may have in regard to the lesson topic. It is used as a way to
connect with learners’ own experiences and help instructors decide how much time should be
spent building on learners’ background knowledge for the lesson. Although the questions are in
English, teachers can encourage students to try to use the target language to communicate if they
have enough background knowledge and are familiar with the topic.

Vocabulary: The vocabulary chart in the Vocabulary section illustrates the vocabulary. words
including proper nouns used in the lesson texts in the Scenarios section. The vocabulary words are
shown in both simplified and traditional Chinese characters. In addition, the pinyin of thé words
and examples of how to use the words are included in the chart.

Supplementary Vocabulary: The vocabulary chart in the Supplementary Vocabulary section
includes vocabulary words used in the Oral and Literacy Communication Activities sections. The
number of vocabulary in each lesson is not purposely controlled. Teachers can decide how to teach
the supplementary vocabulary depending on the learners’ language level.

Communication Tasks: This section lists the main structures used in the Scenarios section.
The traditional grammar methods are not used to introduce -the structures. Instead, the
communicative goal of each structure is identified, examples of how to use the structures are given,
and learners are asked to try out the structures with classmates.

Scenarios: The Scenarios section contains the main texts of the lesson. Each scenario in the
section provides examples of how the structures and vocabulary words introduced in the previous
sections can be used in a particular context. A competent speaker is expected to know what to say
to others appropriately in any situation. Hence, showing how the structures are used in different
scenarios helps develop learners’ target language knowledge and communicative competence.

Oral Communication Activities: This section provides learners with opportunities to try out
the newly learned language knowledge with a focus on oral skills. Drawing upon the principle of
Communicative Language Learning, the oral activities in this section are designed as
communication tasks in which certain scenarios are created in order for students to work

collaboratively to interact in the target language with the focus on meaning rather than form.

>
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Compared to activities which emphasize drills or memorizing vocabulary and structures, the
communicative activities in this textbook can more effectively help learners use the target language
appropriately in real life situations.

Literacy Communication Activities: This section adopts the same activity design principle
mentioned in the previous section except that this section focuses on the practice of reading and
writing.

Discussion: This section introduces aspects of Chinese culture. The topic varies in each
lesson, but is closely related to the lesson topic. The discussion questions listed in this section
provide instructors a starting point for a cultural discussion with their learners to help them gain

cultural knowledge of the target language.

Structure of the Workbook

Except Lesson 1, which contains exercises of the pinyin system, and Lesson 2, which has
exercises of the knowledge of Chinese characters, each lesson consists of the following sections:
Listening Exercise, Speaking Exercise, Reading Exercise, Writing Exercise, and Communicative
Exercise. Each of the first four exercises focuses on one of the four language skills while the last

exercise provides practice of a combination of language skills.

Notes to Teachers

Teachers who use this book series should keep in mind that second language acquisition
devélops through Communication Tasks. In other words, students learn through class activities
which are similar to real-life situations, such as group discussions, real-life simulations, and
role-play, all of which this book series advocates and provides. When learners carry out the
activities, teachers should work as facilitators to support language development while their students

move progressively to independent learners.
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Abbreyviations of’Parts of’Speeec

. Abbreviation Definition
n. noun
V. verb
pron. pronoun
adj. adjective
adv. adverb
part. particle
conj. conjunction
m.w. measure word
num. number
suff. suffix
prep. preposition
aux. auxiliary
int. interrogative
Vv.0. verb object
interj. interjection
pre. prefix
p.n. proper nouns
ono. onomatopoetic
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e Stating that you just reniried hina i that your trip was smooth
® Asking what places b"ne visited in a country

® Describing the size of a piece of architecture

® Suggesting what one &hould do if opportunities arise

® Describing what you saw in a pléce

® Asking one when he or she returned from a certain place

1. Have you traveled to China? What places in China have you visited?

2. Do you know the famous tourist places in China? Why are they famous?

1% % di prefix used to indicate pre.
ordinal number
O A RKEFHNE —K LR, (Today is our first day

of class.)

~
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ganggang just adv.
O FNININZ T #EtR (I just ate dinner.)

hui lai to return

O FENIMIMAHE B3R, (I just returned from China.)
shunli smooth adj.

O FHyH EZ IR F] ., (My China trip was very
smooth.)

zhongyao important adj.

O KWMAEFTEHE-MEEZEMNHT . (The Great
Wall is an important place in China.)

shijie wénhua yichdn

world cultural heritage site

O [ A W 4k i 5 3C AL 3% 7 7 (China has which
world cultural heritage sites?)

zhi yi one of (something)

O KA XE™2Z —, (The Great Wall is
one of the world cultural heritage sites.)

dong east n.

O KFHMFRAFI, (The sun rises in the east.)

X1 west n.

O KFHMPEHE T . (The sun sets in the west.)

gongli kilometer m.w.

O X%HAEJLABE? (How many kilometers is this
road?)

R B FIR AT

bu dao Changchéng féi haohan

Who never climbed the Great

Wall cannot be deemed a man.
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O HE AW : “ANREKIIEGF”, (Chinese say,
“Who never climbed the Great Wall cannot be

deemed a man” .)
12 pLe e jThui opportunity n.
O REFAWE—EE ¥, (Everyone must learn

Chinese if opportunities arise.)

13 Mtk HEfE xiongwei majestic adj.
O KIFARHEM . (The Great Wall is majestic.)
14 2% 2% huangdi emperor n

O BAMCHY 24 (£ £ E 2530 . (The emperors in the
Ming dynasty lived in Forbidden City.)

15 2% 2% hudnggong imperial palace n.
O ZEEWRE—12'E, (Forbidden City is an imperial
palace.)
16 e YAt béwugudn museum n.

O KW EA —EYIE . (Forbidden City has a

museum inside.)

717 X X you both ...and... adv.
O X HAEJE K X ] Z , (This panda is big and cute.)
18 ¥ 3L Hra jingzhi fine adj.
O X 1@ H &5 XA 2 . (This painting is beautiful
and fine.)
19 LR A yishupin work of art n

O MEAMEEMIUBHMFTEZIARM. (The
Imperial Palace has many beautiful and fine works
of Chinese art.)
20K RS xunzang pin  sacrificial object
O ELMRZFEHEMMZE M, (The terracotta
warriors and horses are the first emperor of Qin’s

sacrificial objects.)

2
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tao pottery n.

O = 5 {F =& B il B o (The terracotta warriors and
horses are ceramic.)

ydéuming famous adj.

O KWIRH 2. (The Great Wall is famous.)

HALAKTRT

Guilin shanshui jia tianxia

The scenery of Guilin is
world-renowned.

O HE AW: “EHEMILAFKTF”, (Chinese say,
“The scenery of Guilin is world-renowned.” )

you ci ké zh1  one can see from here

O FEAUL: “FEARILKH KT, HtnF, EEAK
E—PTAER EW A /o (Chinese say, “The
scenery of Guilin is world-renowned.” One can see
from here that Guilin is a very beautiful place.)

yizhi always adv.

O I TH—-ERENIWMIT—HZ, (Iwentto
Xi’an, the city to which I always wanted to go.)

baifdng to visit V.

O FFEDi T WA . (1 visited my friends.)

_ - s
== A Proper Nouns P
} .y ———
7 K% £ 3% Chdngchéng  the Great Wall p.n.
O K3fEHE, (The Great Wall is in China.)

2 BB BB

i

Zijinchéng the Forbidden City p-n.
O 24 7EH E ., (The Forbidden City is in China.)
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Béijing Beijing (capital of China)  p.n.

O %24 fE H E L 5L, (The Forbidden City is in
Beijing, China.)

Mingdai Ming dynasty p.n.

O XEZHRBZLARLE o (This is an artwork in the
Ming dynasty.)

Qingdai Qing dynasty p.n.

O XEFEMRKEE , (This is an imperial palace in
the Qing dynasty.)

Gugong the Imperial Palace p-n.

O MU'E R—MEKRMIEYIE, (The Imperial Palace
is a huge museum.)

Xi‘an Xi’ an (capital of Shanxi province)

p.n.

O FKE THHLNREF. (I went to travel in Xi’an.)

A4b 2 & B EE p.n.

Qinshihudang Bingmdydng Bowugudn

Museum of Qin Terracotta Warriors
and Horses

O KEIULZSU T Zih 2 DHIHYIHE. (Iwentto

Xi’ an to visit the Museum of Qin Terracotta Warriors

and Horses.)

Guilin Guilin (city in Guangxi) p-n.
O HEEMAIRZE,, (Guilin is pretty.)
Gudngxi Guangxi p.n.

O HEARFES P, (Guilin is in Guangxi.)



