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CUI Shiguang Skylark/Autumn Geese/ Birds by the Hill /Birds of Crouse
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Shanghai Original is a logo of new product of piano music by Shanghai Music Poblishing House.
The editorial department invited CUI Shiguang — a composer who has made important contributions
to the development of Chinese piano music, edits a standard version of his personal work. In this
new edition, performance instructions — such as speed, pedals, and fingerings — have more detailed
comments and, more importantly, the practicalness and the best level of visual effect on the layout.

The piano scores that were produced with this logo for the first time, were also included some
interesting pieces which have appeared in specific historical circumstances, written by Chinese, and

composers outside of China.



¥ 57 Ht 5 I o A
The bell tower of Crouse College
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The 1888 sill foundation cornerstone of the Crouse
College building.
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The name of the construction donor John Crouse is
engraved on the building.
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With friends on campus in 1987.Second right
is the director of the School of Muisc George
Pappastavrou.
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Foreword

CUI Shiguang

The Birds is divided into two set. Among the four pieces in the volume 1, The Skylark, originally
is known to the world a Romanian folk music played by a folk instrument "pan flute". The piano
arrangement references to the form of "toccata', expressing the festive joy with sense of humor. Since the
mid-1960s, "foreign music"had been completely blocked in China about a decade. Skylark was the 1st
piece break through that situation.

Autumn Geese, selected from Shandong Folk Suite; Birds by the Hill, is the first one of LIU Tianhua
Impromptus (3 pieces),from which you can feel the exploration of the integration of the sounding concept
between the east and the west. Performance instructions, such as pedals, are an important factor in
obtaining "correct" shape of the music.

Birds of Crouse, is a musical cartoon that gives the bird's image with character and form in a humorous
way. Crouse College is home to the Syracuse University School of Music. It is designated as a National
Historic Landmark containing an auditorium for music events and the prestigious custom built Holtkamp
pipe organ. For more than a century, the SU Hill has been alive with the sound of Crouse Chimes.
Purchased by former Trustee Juhn Crouse, the Crouse Chimes were installed five stories above the ground

in the building's bell tower in June 1889, that were said to be the "finest outside of New York City."

The 2nd Volume of the Birds, is a two-piano version of suite for piano and orchestra, in title of 7he Red-
crowned Cranes. This was originally a film music score written by JIN Fuzai The Red-crowned Cranes
Return. The story of the film reflects the phenomenon of great changes brought about by reform and
opening up in social life in the late 1970s and early 1980s all over China, focusing on the expression of
harmony between humanity and nature, and even the call for enviromental protection. The original movie
music captures the voice and expression of the times. When I was rewriting it for a concert performance

piece, I tried to restore the musical characteristics of this era of hope.
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CUI Shiguang was a soloist of the Central Philharmonic Society of China from 1970s to middle 80s;
graduated at Syracuse university in 1986 (M.M. Piano) and 1987 (M.M. Music Composition); was
appointed as a faculty member at the School of Music at SU for 6 years. As a concert pianist, performed
at Carnegie Hall Weill Recital Hall, the Grand Concert Hall of Moscow Conservatory of Music, and more
than forty major cities in Europe, North America and Asia. Piano works have been consistent prizewinner

in many composition competitions both nationally and internationally.
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