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1. Disintroductions

Ambrose Bierce *

The devilP is a citizen of every country, but only in our own are we in constant peril

of @ an introduction to him. That is democracy. All men are equal; the devil is a man;
therefore, the devil is equal. If that is not a good and sufficient syllogism® I should be
pleased to know what is the matter with it.

To write in riddles when one is not prophesying® is too much trouble; what I am

« EATBHT - R (1842~1914) . EA “FHOHIKET ZH, REEMAIERER, WRIE,
HERAVNER, €5 LUMS . FETARH S R NE, iR 2 e S A B /D RE (
RSFROBE) (1891), MNEE (EALPE) M (BRI M) (1906), A b8
“Disintroductions” JEAEH A HYiE, RAECTERE, ATHEN HE4EI 0",

devil: EER, fECPIEHIETIWMAZA,

in (constant) peril of ; (2H) Fooeeee KGR

syllogism: [#] =Bugwk, Hedk, HE

prophesy: Hi&, iz

®@eee
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affirming is the horror of the characteristic American custom of promiscuous?, unsought?
and unauthorized® introduction.

You incautiously” meet your friend Smith in the street; if you had been prudent you
would have remained indoors. Your helplessness makes you desperate and you plunge into
conversation with him, knowing entirely well the disaster that is in cold storage for you.

The expected occurs: another man comes along and is promptly halted by Smith and
you are introduced! Now, you have not given to the Smith the right to enlarge your circle of
acquaintance® and select the addition himself; why did he do this thing? The person whom
he has condemned you to shake hands with may be an admirable person, though there is a
strong numerical presumption against it; but for all that the Smith knows he may be your
bitterest enemy. The Smith has never thought of that. Or you may have evidence
(independent of the fact of the introduction) that he is some kind of thief—there are one
thousand and fifty kinds of thieves. But the Smith has never thought of that. In short, the
Smith has never thought. In a Smithocracy© all men, as aforesaid®, being equal, are
equally agreeable to one another.

That is a logical extension of the Declaration of American Independence. If it is
erroneous® the assumption that a man will be pleasing to me because he is pleasing to
another is erroneous too, and to introduce me to one that I have not asked nor consented to
know is an invasion of my right—a denial and limitation of my liberty to a voice in my own
affairs. It is like determining what kind of clothing 1 shall wear, what books 1 shall read,
or what my dinner shall be.

In calling promiscuous introducing an American custom | am not unaware that it
©

obtains® in other countries than ours. The difference is that in those it is mostly confined to

(

persons of no consequence and no pretensions to respectability; here it is so nearly

universal that there is no escaping it. Democracies are naturally and necessarily

gregarious. Even the French of today are becoming so, and the time is apparently not
@ promiscuous: AKX BIE, FEEAY, KK

@ unsought: AZEiEKM

3)  unauthorized: RKEIZFA), KZEAA[

=)
©

incautiously ; A{ELil

3 acquaintance: FHIA, A

© Smithocracy: BJEAE HHET democracy —ial (A, EIEUE < (D LR
@ aforesaid: Z AT, [IRM

@® erroneous: HiRAY, AIERHMY

© obtain: fitfr, 2NIA

10 persons of no consequence; JCILFEAMA

M  gregarious: HERE (PE) M9, SEAYER
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distant when they will lose that fine distinctive social sense that has made them the most
punctiliousV, because they are the most considerate, of all nations excepting the Spanish
and Japanese. By those who have lived in Paris since I did T am told that the chance®
introduction is beginning to devastate the social situation, and men of sense who wish to
know as few persons as possible can no longer depend on the discretion® of their friends.

To say so is not the same thing as to say “Down with@ the republic!” The republic
has its advantages. Among these is the liberty to say, “Down with the republic!”

It is to be wished that some great social force, say a billionaire, would set up a system
of disintroductions. It should work somewhat like this:

MR WHITE — Mr Black, knowing the low esteem in which you hold each other®, I
have the honour to disintroduce you from Mr Green.

MR BLACK ( bowing ) — Sir, 1 have long desired the advantage of your
unacquaintance.

MR GREEN ( bowing) — Charmed to unmeet® you, sir. Our acquaintance ( the work
of a most inconsiderate and unworthy person) has distressed me beyond expression. We
are greatly indebted to our good friend here for his tact in repairing the mischance@.

MR WHITE — Thank you. I'm sure you will become very good strangers.

This is only the ghost of @ a suggestion; of course the plan is capable of an infinite
elaboration. Its capital® defect is that the persons who are now so liberal with their
unwelcome introductions, will be equally lavish® with their disintroductions, and will

estrange™ the best of friends with as little ceremony as they now observe in their more
fiendish® work.

(hEE HiE)

=5
\/

) punctilious: FIRANTTHY, PH/MEKH
@ chance: RIS, BHEEM

@ discretion: FIWF (J1), BEHl (J1), A, EHE

@  down with; ‘ﬂ‘ﬁu

© hold sb. in low esteem; AEFH KA

® unmeet; {’E%H‘Jtﬁi‘s_‘lﬁl EEL: 5] “K’f@ """ FUL”
(@  mischance; AN3E, HME

@ the ghost of a; —f, fil, Af%

© capital: FTERY, BHEER

@ lavish: SHATOREER, S &0, SER

1) estrange: {iigfuc

@ fiendish: JESRALAY, HAAERERY



2. The Road to Success

Andrew Camegie *

It is well that young men should begin at the beginning® and occupy the most

subordinate® positions. Many of the leading businessmen of Pittsburgh® had a serious
responsibility thrust upon them at the very threshold of @ their career. They were
introduced to the broom®, and spent the first hours of their business lives sweeping out the
office®. I notice we have janitors and janitresses now in offices, and our young men
unfortunately miss that salutary branch of a business education®. But if by chance the
professional sweeper is absent any morning, the boy who has the genius of the future

« BEEG - R (1835~1919) . LEFAIFE, BER, HAEFHRMEE, FREXE, KES
NS b O Y S A ol F Sk, SRR < AT REAY.

begin at the beginning: M ki

subordinate: K, MR

Pittshurgh ; DGZEER, JE[H5 47 38 WA P RGFBME T, RS MMk Tl b,

at the very threshold of; 7 — JT 4 (1 I

were introduced to the broom; M4

out the office; fEIAEIPA

miss that salutary branch of a business education: %2 7 —WZ A LB F IS

salutary: 354004 ; branch: (3FRHE) MRF, 403, 7EX SRR TAEMGRX —R,

Qe eee



2. The Road to Success 5

partner in him® will not hesitate to try his hand at the broom. The other day® a fond®
fashionable mother in Michigan asked a young man whether he had even seen a young lady
sweep in a room so grandly® as her Priscilla. He said so, he never had, and the mother
was gratified beyond measure® | but then said he, after a pause, “What I should like to
see her do is sweep out a room. ” It does not hurt the newest comer to sweep out the office
if necessary. 1 was one of those sweepers myself.

Assuming that you have all obtained employment and are fairly started, my advice to
you is “aim high”. I would not give a fig for® the young man who has not already seen
himself the partner or the head of an important firm. Do not rest” content for a moment in
your thoughts as head clerk® | or foreman®, or general manager in any concern®, no
matter how extensivel). Say to yourself, “My place is at the top.” Be king in your
dreams.

And here is the prime condition® of success, the great secret: concentrate your
energy, thought, and capital exclusively® upon the business in which you are engaged.
Having begun in one line® | resolve to fight it out® on that line, to lead in it®, adopt every
improvement, have the best machinery, and know the most about it.

The concerns which fail are those which have scattered their capital, which means
that they have scattered their brains® also. They have investments in this, or that, or the
other, here, there, and everywhere. “Don’t put all your eggs in one basket” is all

wrong. @ T tell you “put all your eggs in one basket, and then watch that basket”. Look

have the genius of sth. in sb. : FAFFEFHMARE., A0IEEAA AR ARBETFEKA .
the other day: (F/RidZmfE]E)) H—X

fond: WRFEM, XEFREMN

grandly, ZffiHy, BEAHL, X HEIEEEHRWH,

was gratified beyond measure: AEH R ; be gratified by: /2T ; beyond measure: e, R
not care/not give a fig (for sth. ) ; X HEFZEATET; not worth a fig 2 LM

rest: (RFFEFURA, 7E L F COP ALY T2 & 8] remain

head clerk: T, head: (JEZIE) EEMH, KA AL

foreman. P, FIIHHA

concern: W%, $5%

extensive: | 249, JTKM, 6 LR CRE L SRR,

prime condition; PR prime; FEM, AN

exclusively ; b, LA

line; f&E—17k

fight sth. out: [FEN “ HEIHSMHRAIL", AR LIRS Ot

to be a leader in that line: {EiX—17THh i A4F A

scattered their capital: ZMBCIT AT He P 98 4

brains: /1, ¥h

“Don’t put all your eggs in one basket” is all wrong: “ ANZINFE—E" YL ESE BEIRAY .
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round you and take notice ; men who do that do not often fail. It is easy to watch and carry
the one basket. It is trying to carry too many baskets that breaks most eggs in this
country. © He who carries three baskets must put one on his head, which is apt to®
tumble® and trip him up®. One fault of the American businessman is lack of
concentration.

To summarize what [ have said: Aim for the highest, never enter a bar room; do not
touch liquor®, or if at all only at meals; never speculate®; never indorse beyond your
surplus cash fund®; make the firm’s interest yours®; break orders® always to save
owners?; concentrate ; put all your eggs in one basket, and watch that basket; expenditure
always within revenue®; lastly be not impatient, for, as Emerson says, “no one can cheat

you out of ultimate success but yourselves. ”

(TF& %Hiz)

Am){dE R IEA): itis. .. that. ..

is apt to; Ao e, 5F

tumble: ¥Ri&, BK¥&

trip sh. up: i3 AL 0k 2

liquor: PSR}

speculate; AR SZ

never indorse beyond your surplus cash fund; % & 3510 G HIA T RO B A BLE 19 508
make the firm’s interest yours: 425 ®] (A 25 0 F C AR 25
break orders: HUiF1T 8

save owners: T2 E10F]1E

expenditure always within revenue: FER/KICASE HIA
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3. Thanksgiving

And)./ Rooney *

We need a good, quiet, low-key holiday once in a while, and that's what

Thanksgiving is.
It’s unfortunate that we've diminished? the importance of the word “thanks” by using
it so often when we don’t really mean it. We say it so many times during the average day

that there isn’t much left to say when you really appreciate something someone has done for

w A - B2 (1919~ )¢ 5 U BRSO SR G A, S I, 1978 A A SE [ HF
LS A AL, N <60 Zrahr AL S B AR e B, RACUROR R A0 JRUAS 1T 4% L b —
AEE R T NE ZRIEE ST, W SRR R A AR R S U (S S S (AR L R
i B ZE st AN SCHE el - BRI SCEE And More by Andy Rooney (1985)
(D Thanksgiving:s BB 11 H RSP RBIY, R EMEMEW R T8 AN R R, DU
[N R SV E e
@ diminish; />, WK
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you, and want to thank him or her with a word of appreciation.

What we’ve done is to invent a lot of superlative forms of the word. We say “Thank
you very much,” “thanks a lot,” “how can I ever thank you” and “thanks a million. ” A
million what is not clear.

For the most part, polite people use these phrases as a matter of common courtesy.
We can’t hate people for being courteous but, the fact is, we’re filling the air with junk
phrases. When the man who fills my tank with gas for $19. 75 gives me my quarter change
and says, “Thank you very much. Have a nice day,” my inclination is to say, “I’d trade
your kind words in® for a windshield® wash. ”

The sign over the pump in one gas station I’ve been to several times says, “No charge
if we fail to smile and say thank you.” That’s fine, but they no longer have an air pump.
What I want is less thanks for my patronage® and more service.

The junk phrase that has begun to irritate me is the one being uttered® as a matter of
course® by checkout cashiers. You lug® a load of groceries to their counter, unpack your
cart, put it on the moving belt and they say “Will that be it?”

What do they mean by “Will that be it?” Of course that’ll be it. If it wasnt it, I'd
have picked up what was “it” and put it in front of them with everything else.

Yesterday 1 bought about fourteen items in a supermarket and the cashier gave me the
inevitable four words. I said, “Yes.” I gave her a twenty and a ten to pay the $26.50
I owed. She carefully doled out® my change of $3.50, and when she finished I just stood
there with the change in the palm of my hand and said, “Will that be it?”

The cashier looked at me as if I'd said, “This is a stickup@. ”

“What do you mean?” she asked.

“I mean,” I said, “will that be it? Just like when you ask me ‘ Will that be it? *”

The cashier just shook her head, relieved that 1 was just crazy, not violent.

“Have a nice day,” she said nervously and looked at the next customer.

When it comes to “Thanks” in Thanksgiving, I hope we dont use it without any

courtesy: FLE, BEENITTH

trade in: (5 for ) HrivLAIHEE, YIS Y
windshield: (75%4%) P4XIEHE

patronage : ( ]—Eﬁﬁ) fﬁ[ﬁ)ﬁ‘, %Jﬂﬁf

utter; ik, PF

a matter of course: 4SRAYH

lug: fE&h, HA

dole (out); Mgy, PEDE

stickup: #8%h
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thought the way we so often use the word. ['ve often thought it ought to be called
“ Appreciation Day,” but I realize that just doesn’t have the same fine sound to it that
“Thanksgiving” does.

Most of us go through the average days and weeks of our lives using those meaningless
junk phrases that have no real thought behind them. It takes a toothache, the loss of a job
or a death in the family to make us recall how good things were when our teeth didn’t ache,
when we were employed and when everyone in the family was healthy.

The trick to being happy is to stop and think occasionally, during normal times, how
good things are going. At this very moment at Thanksgiving, my teeth don’t hurt, I'm
making a living and my family is fine. I'm just going to take the day off and sit around
appreciating how lucky I am, and I hope you can do the same.

Have a nice day.

(MEZE %hix)



