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PREFACE

A CcONSIDERABLE PART of the practice of gynecology is based on diseases of the
cervix uteri. Nevertheless, the cervix in the past has received limited attention
in most standard textbooks, which dealt with it as merely a portion of the uterus
and not as a separate organ with a destiny completely different from that of the
corpus. In recent years, however, the picture has changed, a lively interest having
developed in the subject, focused upon the recognition of preinvasive carcinoma,
the treatment of inflammatory diseases and defects of the internal os, problems
of infertility, and newer concepts of physiology, anatomy, and histology. For
these reasons it has seemed appropriate to devote a single volume to the cervix
uteri and its diseases.

I have written this book having in mind primarily the practitioner of
medicine who treats gynecologic disorders, and special attention has been directed
to the diagnosis, clinical manifestations, and both medical and surgical treatment
of the diseases of the cervix. However, a complete discussion has necessitated
detailed descriptions of pathologic changes and in fact an understanding of
them is inseparable from an adequate clinical approach. It also has seemed
inevitable that a proper introduction should present an account of the anatomy,
histology, and physiology of the normal cervix since this information is not
generally available. The chapter dealing with radiotherapy for carcinoma con-
tains an outline of fundamental principles that should be familiar to all gyne-
cologists. The cervix during pregnancy offers special problems that have seemed
to warrant extended discussion in a single section.

In some chapters, particularly those devoted to developmental anatomy,
carcinoma in situ, and histology, I have advanced certain views and introduced
terms which are a product of my own investigations. I do this without apology
as other theories which have been accepted in the past also are given. A list of
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alphabetized references is appended to each chapter but it does not purport to
represent a complete bibliography and I am truly sorry if any important con-
tributions have been overlooked. In referring to multiple bibliographic references
in the text I have listed them chronologically by number, rather than consecu-
tively. Thus the reader will always find the latest reference listed last.

The illustrations required almost as much time and effort as the preparation
of the text and the generous number allowed by the publisher greatly facilitated
not only the descriptions of operative procedures but of the finer details of the
histology of the cervix, the pathology of both common and rare diseases, and
radiotherapy of cervical carcinoma. It is hoped, therefore, that this volume may
prove of assistance not only to the practitioner who treats gynecologic disorders
but to interested specialists in the fields of pathology and roentgenology.

C. FREDERIC FLUHMANN
Presbyterian Medical Center
San Francisco 15
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