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Preface

This book is based on the assumption that the writing skills you learned in
school — which is when most people last learned about writing — do not equip
you for your entire career. This is to say that we can all develop our writing
skills throughout our careers, and that writing development - or whatever you
want to call it - is not remedial; far from it.

When we come to the subject of writing for academic journals, there are
other problematic misconceptions:

You cannot write for academic journals until you have immersed yourself in the
literature and you cannot write for academic journals if you have not done any
research.

These and other widely accepted conceptions about writing for academic
journals have, of course, an element of truth in them; you do have to know the
literature and you do have to contextualize your contribution in terms of the
other work that has been done.

However, ‘immersing yourself’ in the literature is itself a long-term process.
If you wait until you feel you have achieved that, you may never write. If you
wait until you have found your place in the literature, you may lose the cre-
ative spark, the germ of your own idea and your commitment to write. In
reality, it is the process of publishing a paper that helps you to establish your
place in the literature.

If this is true, then you need strategies to write and develop your ideas while
you are still learning about academic writing in your field. You also have to
overcome the misconception that you cannot publish anything because you
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have not done any ‘real’ research. There are, in fact, many varieties of paper
published in many fields.

Many see writing as a discipline-specific activity and will wonder how this
book can possibly address new writers in every field. The answer lies in a
generic approach, showing how, while each discipline is indeed in many ways
quite different, there are similarities in writing published in journals across
disciplines.

Yet each field does have its own rhetoric; in fact, each journal has, in a sense,
its own genre, its own prevailing conventions and values. Detailed analysis of
journal articles from different fields demonstrates the process of working out
precisely what journal editors and reviewers are looking for.

On another level, if we look at practice — what people actually do when they
write and how they manage to get it done — writing again presents challenges
to new writers in all disciplines:

® Writers — particularly new writers — in all disciplines face the constant chal-
lenges of getting started and making time for writing.

* Academics in all disciplines have to raise the standard of their writing and
publishing, as they move from postgraduate years to an academic career and
as they progress through their careers.

* It is difficult to write regularly if you do not have productive practices, or if
you do not even know what that might involve.

These are often seen as ‘practical’ problems, sometimes relegated to a lower
order of thinking. In a sense, of course, these are practical problems, in that
they concern practice. But, as we all know, it is difficult to separate out all the
levels of activity that writing involves, to distinguish the purely practical from
the cognitive, for example. They are closely connected.

This book therefore addresses the key challenges in writing academic papers
in terms of actual writing practices:

* What are the activities that lead to a paper being submitted and, ultimately,
accepted?

How does it actually happen?

What do you actually do?

How do you really find time for writing?

How do you improve the standard of your writing?

As for any research task, a range of strategies is available, and it is probably
good to have more than one.

Throughout this book I include participants’ diverse reactions - both posi-
tive and negative - to the strategies I suggest, because this helps to reveal not
only the complexity of the writing process, but also what I see as learning
stages.

What is new about this book is my argument that the way to regular, mean-
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ingful and enjoyable writing for journals is through an integrated approach:
you can combine the conventional structuring strategies and the less con-
ventional - though no less tried and tested - ‘freewheeling’ and generative

strategies.
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