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Zeus

In the ancient Greek religion, Zeus is the “Father of Gods and men” who rules the
Olympians of Mount Olympus as a father rules the family. His Roman counterpart is Jupiter.
Zeus is the child of Cronus and Rhea, and the youngest of his siblings.

Before the abolition of monarchies, Zeus was protector of the king and his family. Once
the age of Greek kings faded into democracy he became chief peacemaker. He brought peace
in place of violence as “the lord of justice”. His duties in this role were to maintain the laws,
protect suppliants, to summon festivals and to give prophecies. As the supreme deity Zeus
oversaw the conduct of civilized life. But the “father of gods and men” as Homer calls him,
has many mythological tales.
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In most traditions he is married to Hera, although, at the oracle of Dodona, his cons§
is Dione: according to The Iliad, he is the father of Aphrodite by Dione. He is known for his -
erotic escapades. Zeus had many offspring. He had numerous liaisons with both goddesses
and mortals. He either raped them, or used devious means to seduce the unsuspecting
maidens. His union with Leto brought forth the twins Apollo and Artemis. Besides deities,
he also fathered many mortals. In some of his human liaisons Zeus used devious disguises.
When he seduced the Spartan queen Leda, he transformed himself into a beautiful swan. He
visited princess Danae as a shower of gold, and from this union the hero Perseus was born.
He abducted the Phoenician princess Europa, disguised as a bull, then carried her on his
back to the island of Crete where she bore three sons. Zeus also took as a lover the Trojan
prince Ganymede. He was abducted by an eagle sent by Zeus. Zeus also used his charm and
unprecedented power to seduce those he wanted, so when Zeus promised Semele that he
would reveal himself in all his splendor, in order to seduce her, the union produced Dionysus.
Themis, the goddess of justice bore the three Horae, goddesses of the seasons to Zeus, and
also the three Moirae, known as these Fates. When Zeus had an affair with Mnemosyne, he
coupled with her for nine consecutive nights, which produced nine daughters, who became
known as the Muses. They became deities of intellectual pursuits. Also the three Charites or
Graces were born from Zeus and Eurynome. His godly and heroic offspring include Athena,
Hermes, Heracles, Helen of Troy, Minos.

His symbols are the thunderbolt, eagle, bull, and oak. Zeus was brother and consort of
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gﬁr H’era. By Hera, Zeus sired Ares, Hebe and Hephaestus, though some accounts say that Hera
produced these offspring alone. Some also include Eileithyia and Eris as their daughters. The
conquests of Zeus among nymphs and the mythic mortal progenitors of Hellenic dynasties
are famous. Olympian mythography even credits him with unions with Leto, Demeter, Dione
and Maia. Among mortals were Semele, Io, Europa and Leda and with the young Ganymede.
Many myths render Hera as jealous of his amorous conquests and a consistent enemy of Zeus’
mistresses and their children by him.

Hera

Hera was the wife and one of three sisters of Zeus in the Olympian pantheon of Greek
mythology. Her chief function was as the goddess of women and marriage. Her counterpart
in the religion of ancient Rome was Juno. The cow and the peacock were sacred to her. Hera
was born of Cronos and Rhea, and was abruptly swallowed after birth due to a prophesy that
one of Cronos’ children will take over his throne. Zeus was spared and when he grew older he
saved all of his siblings, then banished Cronos.

Portrayed as majestic and solemn, often enthroned, and crowned with a high cylindrical crown,
Hera may bear a pomegranate in her hand, emblem of fertile blood and death and a substitute
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for the narcotic capsule of the opium poppy. Hera is portrayed as a majestic, solemxrwoma.nf"‘

In the Olympian pantheon of classical Greek Mythology, Hera was known for her‘jealousl o

and vengeful nature, most notably against Zeus’ lovers and offspring, but also against mortals
who crossed her, such as Pelias. Pelias offended her by choosing Aphrodite as the most
beautiful goddess, earning Hera's hatred. It is said that each year Hera’s virginity returns by
bathing in the well. The children of Hera and Zeus are the smith-god Hephaestus, the goddess
of youth Hebe, and the god of war Ares. According to some sources, however, her children
were conceived without the help of a man, either by slapping her hand on the ground or by
eating lettuce: thus they were born, not out of love but out of lust and hatred.

Hera was constantly being jealous of Zeus’ various amorous affairs. She punished her
rivals and their children, among both goddesses and mortals, with implacable fury. She placed
two serpents in the cradle of Heracles; she had Io guarded by a hundred-eyed giant; she drove
the foster-parents of Dionysus mad, and tried to prevent the birth of Apollo and Artemis. Even
Zeus usually could not stand up to her. Sometimes when he got angry, he chained her to the
mountain of Olympus by fastening anvils to her feet. However, most of the time Zeus resorted
to stratagems: he either hid his illegitimate children, or he changed them into animals.
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Poseidon

Poseidon is a god of many names. He is most famous as the god of the sea. The son of
Cronus and Rhea. In most accounts, he is swallowed by Cronus at birth. Poseidon is one of
six siblings who eventually “divided the power of the world.” His brothers and sisters include:
Hestia, Demeter, Hera, Hades, and Zeus. The division of the universe involved him and his
brothers, Zeus and Hades. Poseidon became ruler of the sea, Zeus ruled the sky, and Hades
got the underworld. The symbols associated with Poseidon include: dolphins, tridents, and
three-pronged fish spears. The name of the sea-god Nethuns in Etruscan was adopted in Latin
for Neptune in Roman mythology.

Poseidon lived on the ocean floor in a palace made of coral and gems, and drove a chariot
pulled by horses. However, Poseidon was a very moody divinity, and his temperament could
sometimes result in violence. When he was in a good mood, Poseidon created new lands in
the water and a calm sea. In contrast, when he was in a bad mood, Poseidon would strike the
ground with a trident and cause unruly earthquakes, ship wrecks, and drownings.

Poseidon was similar to his brother Zeus in exerting his power on women and in
objectifying masculinity. He had many love affairs and fathered numerous children. Poseidon
once married Amphitrite, and produced Triton who was half-human and half-fish. The rape of
Aethra by Poseidon resulted in the birth of Theseus. Another rape involved Amymone when
she tried to escape from a satyr and Poseidon saved her and then fathered a child, Nauplius,
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by her. With Medusa, Poseidon also impregnated the Gorgon Medusa on the floor éni,a templé
to conceive Chrysaor and Pegasus, the flying horse, from her neck. Medusa was changed mbo
a monster. After having sex with Caeneus, Poseidon fulfilled her request and changed her into
a man.

One of the most notorious love affairs of Poseidon involves his sister, Demeter. Poseidon
pursued Demeter and to avoid him she turned herself into a mare. In his lust for her, Poseidon
transformed himself into a stallion and captured her. Their procreation resulted in a horse,
Arion, which was capable of human speech. Poseidon is Greek for “Husband” (possibly of
wheat), and therefore it is thought that he and Demeter (goddess of wheat) are a good match
because they reign as the god and goddess of fertility.

Another infamous story of Poseidon involves the competition between him and the
goddess of war, Athena, for the city of Athens. They agreed that each would give the
Athenians one gift and the Athenians would choose whichever gift they preferred. To win
the people of the city over, Poseidon threw a spear at the ground and produced the Spring
at the Acropolis. However, Athena won as the result of giving the people of Athens the olive
tree. The Athenians accepted the olive tree and along with it Athena as their patron, for the
olive tree brought wood, oil and food. After the fight, infuriated at his loss, Poseidon sent a
monstrous flood to the Attic Plain, to punish the Athenians for not choosing him. Eventually,
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Athena and Poseidon worked together by combining their powers. Even though Poseidon was
the god of horses, Athena built the first chariot. Athena also built the first ship to sail on the
sea over which Poseidon ruled.

Poseidon and Apollo, having offended Zeus, were sent to serve King Laomedon. He had
them build huge walls around the city and promised to reward them well, a promise he then
refused to fulfill. In vengeance, before the Trojan War, Poseidon sent a sea monster to attack
Troy. Poseidon often used his powers of earthquakes, water, and horses to inflict fear and
punishment on people as revenge. Though he could be difficult and assert his powers over the
gods and mortals, Poseidon could be cooperative and it was he who helped the Greeks during
the Trojan War. Poseidon is an essential character in the study of Greek mythology.

Demeter
The Greek earth goddess who brings forth the fruits of the earth, particularly the various
grains. She taught mankind the art of sowing and ploughing so they could end their nomadic
existence. She was very popular with the rural population. In Greek mythology, Demeter is the
pure nourisher of the younth and the green earth, the health-giving cycle of life and death, and
preserver of marriage and the sacred law. Another story states that she was one of the twelve
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Olympians. Demeter is easily confused with Gaia and Rhea. The goddess’ epithets' reveal the
span of her functions in Greek life.

Demeter is a daughter of Cronus and Rhea and sister of Zeus by whom she became the A

mother of Persephone. When Persephone was abducted by Hades, lord of the underworld,
Demeter wandered the earth in search of her lost child. During this time the earth brought
forth no grain. Finally Zeus sent Hermes to the underworld, ordering Hades to restore
Persephone to her mother. Only when her daughter is with her, Demeter lets things grow
(summer).

In ancient art, Demeter was often portrayed (sitting) as a solemn woman, often wearing a
wreath of braided ears of corn. Her usual symbolic attributes are the fruits of the earth and the
torch, the latter presumably referring to her search for Persephone. Her sacred animals were
the snake (an earth-creature) and the pig (another symbol of fertility). The Romans equated
her with the goddess Ceres. Demeter taught mankind the arts of agriculture: sowing seeds,
ploughing, harvesting, etc. She was especially popular with rural folk. Demeter herself was
central to the older religion of Greece.

Though the priestesses of Demeter, goddess of the cornfield, initiate brides and
bridegrooms into the secrets of the couch, she also no husband of her own. While still young
and gay, she bore Core and the lusty Iacchus to Zeus, her brother, out of wedlock. She fell
in love with Iasius at the wedding of Cadmus and Harmonia. Inflamed by the nectar which
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