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Conversational Chinese 301 is intended to be an intensive course book for foreigners

who have just started to learn Chinese.

This book consists of 40 lessons and 8 reviews. The 40 lessons encompass nearly
30 communicative functions such as “Greetings” and “Making an Acquaintance”, about
800 new words and the fundamentals of Chinese grammar. Each lesson is divided into
six parts: Sentences, Conversation, Substitution and Extension, New Words, Grammar
(Phonetics in first three lessons), and Exercises.

This book lays emphasis on improving the ability of the learner to use Chinese
for communication. It integrates the communicative function with the grammatical
structure and presents the most essential and useful part of the language in the linguistic
environments one is usually exposed to in daily life, so as to enable the learner to master the
301 basic conversational sentences fairly quickly, and on that basis, through “Substitution
and Extension” practice, to acquire the ability to carry on simple conversations with the
Chinese. In this way, the book will also help lay a solid foundation for further study.

In view of the characteristics of language learning of the adult, we use not only
easy-to-understand language, but also simple grammar. All this will help him use the
grammatical rules to guide his own language practice and draw inferences about other
cases from one instance.

The exercises are varied and plentiful. The reviews give due attention to improving
the conversational and narrative skills of the learner, as well as systematically summarizing
the grammar points covered. The exercises in each lesson and the reviews may be used in

totality or in part, according to actual circumstances.

The Compilers
March, 1989
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1 i 4 £ 77 mingci : noun
''''' 2 i & | &®E e | promewn
""""" s i % | mE | denget  ived
"""" 4 | ®E | ®E#" | néngyuondongel | modalveb
'''''' s | % | ®EW | xngongd | adjeive
"""" 6 | % | #®  |swd | omea
''''' T | & 1 &® | fnget | messwewad
""""" 8 | %E | %EH | shilongel | quanifier
_____ o | & i @\ iRd  adved
T PO aE jed preposiion =™~
T £ 1 £5  led |4 conjunction
_________________________________________ SABA | dongtdizhdcl | aspectparticle

2oL m L R jeotuchicd | swomlpuide

EABIE 1 yluql zhuel modal particle

T S T T @l nefection.
EEVEE wE wER nishengel i ——
T FE A v prefix
e L R 1 "R ows e
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= fii - Sentences

OOl 'fa’f\’ ﬁ | @ Howdoyoudo?
Ni héo' =

» e e e —————— - et

002 R 3F 5 7 9 How are you?

Ns hqo ma'? e M
(&)4&%0 (Im)Fme

003 (Wé) Hén hao - g
5’}(. ‘db /fF( ﬁ I am fine, too.

004 | W65 yé hén héo. : E

a 2> i Conversations @

AE: B, ARHF!

Dawei:  Mal, ni hdo!

Bwm: fr4F, KT

Mali:  Ni hdo, Dawei!




SUES

EE: ARG 7

Wang Lan:  Ni hdo ma?
g KA, kWD 9
Lid Jing: WO hén hdo. Ni hdo ma?

E2. & 4R,

Wang Lan: W0 yé hén hdo.

O %1 Hello! / Hil

H# MRS (ErTatE ., ER5E L RAER S 4 e AFR AT AR . X 7 0 [ 2 e
R “REF" o

It is an everyday greeting and is used at any time, on any occasion and by a person of
any social status. The reply should also be “{ft4F".
® {R¥FFIG? How are you?

FHIRRE. EE—BRE “RRYE" FEE. —BATEEMRAZEL

It is an everyday greeting and is usually used between acquaintances. A polite
expression such as “F& /R #7” can be used as a reply.

3 .
.................................................................................................................................................

Esﬁﬁ'—i P& Substitution and Extension @

Q@ 3% Substitution

.......................................................................................

2 jalfe WENHOU




‘HOW DO YOU DO

@ /& Extension

(1) A: 4R 11 &F B2 (2) A: 1R %k 57
Nimen hdo ma? Ni |agi ma?
B: & 11 #& & ¥, B: & %k ,
Women dou hén hdo. Wo 1Gi.
A: 1k ¥F 5?7 A: & & B4k 5?
Ni hdo ma? Baba. mama 14 ma?
B: & & 1R ¥F, B: 4 11 # k.
W6 ye heén hdo. Tamen dou ldi.

il New Words @

4 )
1 AR4F ni hdo Hello!
3 A ni =% you (single)
3 A héo W well, fine
4 v ma B used at the end of a question
5 ﬁ wo % I, me
6 4& hén 2l very
7 & 'ﬂ;', yé & also, too
8 | R4 nimen =~ you (plural)
9 b, ta X she, her
10 4 ta 7® he, him
11 8 'ﬂ!o’fl‘] : tadmen 17~ they, them
12§ é&.’m wdmen 1% we, us
\. . J

GREETINGS 3
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ol

U

o

all
to come
father, dad

mother, mum

Wang Lan

David (name of a person)

Mary (name of a person)

Wang Lan (name of a person)

Liu Jing (name of a person)

7. 8 ¥4 (1) Initials and finals (1)

ou i

iou (iu) e

o

B WENHOU
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{HOW DO YOU DO

2. #%& (1) Phonetic alphabet (1)
ol oo oofou]an]en lang
ba  bo bai  bei bao ban ben bang

pa po“ poi pei pao pou pan  pen pang

~—

ma mo me mai mei mgo mou man  men mang

fa fo fei fou fan fen fang
n da de dai dei daoo dou dan den dang
ta te tai tei . tao  tou - tan tang
na ne nai  nei ndo nou nan nen nang
“ la le lai lei loo lou lan lang
n ga ' gé gai gei gao gou gan gen gang
ka ‘ ke kai kei kao kou kan ken kang
ha he hai hei hao hou han hen han'g‘%

3. 18 Tones

R

DURRAFFIIES . DUREEANNEASRE, 25HERFS “ -7 (B—mF) |
e (BIAE) . YT (EBEFE) L T (BIE) B

Chinese is a tone language. It has four basic tones, which are indicated respectively by the tone

graphs: © =7 (the first tone), * * 7 (the second tone), ** ~ 7 (the third tone) and *~ ™ (the fourth tone).

ARARANEXHIEM, #ln, ma (%) . mé (FK) . mé () . ma (5) , AREA
[, ERBARE.,
The tones are used to distinguish meanings of a syllable. Different tones have different

meanings, e.g. ma (mother), mda (hemp), ma (horse), ma (to curse).

H—NTEWEA - ILEN, FRMFSIRETE L (TF | PARSHZERE | FRA
JU, lgn: nt) o —EFTHEEEAERDENLL ERoTERN, ARAFSEREEETE
Eo Bl lai

When there is only one vowel in a syllable, the tone-graph is put above the vowel (if the graph
is above the vowel i, the dot of i is omitted, e.g. ni). When there are two or more than two vowels in

the final of a syllable, the tone-graph falls on the main vowel, e.g. l4i.

GREETINGS 5



SNBRE

A1~ EE Diagram of tones

= high-pitch
¥ mid-high-pitch
i middle-pitch
K mid-low-pitch

— 1 1% low-pitch

C¥3)
—8—7 Isttone * P 55 2ndtone ¥ F =75 3rd tone ~ S5 U7 4th tone

4. 327 Neutral tone

N~

EoEThE A S R e, MAERA ., BEEFARIES . fli0: biba (&
#) . tamen (MB17) o
In Common Speech, some syllables are pronounced both light and short. Such a tone is called

the neutral tone, which lacks a tone-graph representation in writing, e.g. baba (father), tamen (they).

5. %A Change of tones

e W e W W

N S

(1) PSE=EFETEE—RN, i—MEFTEAEZF CGASNHA -7 ) . fit,
“YREF ni hdo” HYSERREEE A “ni hto”
When two 3rd tones come together, the first one changes into the 2nd tone (but its tone-graph

LU A

), e.g. “MUF ni hdo” (How are you) is actually pronounced as “ni hdo™.

(2) B=FEWESR—. = WEMKTHFESAE VAR, BN “E=F" , =
PR RS FORS = A ORI —F R, Ftn: nimen (#Rfi1) — nimen,

When a syllable in the 3rd tone precedes a syllable in the Ist; 2nd, 4th tone or most of the

remains

neutral tone, it is pronounced in the half 3rd tone, that is, the tone only falls but doesn’t rise, ¢.g.
nimen (f5fi]) — nimen.

6. 3#53%teA (1) Notes on spelling (1)

PLi BC u TPRAEg R, ATHEBCA S BN, DR i B Ry, B uBERH w, Bil0: e —
ye, uo — wo.

Finals beginning with i or u, when not preceded by any initials, should be changed respectively
into y and w, e.g. ie — ye, uo — wo.

6 1612 WENHOU




