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Abstract: The guqin is a kind of musical instrument that has a lot to do with an emperot running the state and a gentleman’s
character cultivation. After its introduction to Japan by the Kentoushi, it became a part of the Japanese ideology of community
and harmony. The emperor and princes of Japan played the guqin themselves. However, after the disappearance of the musicai
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References to Ji Kang’s Gugin Fuin The Indus Japanese Gugin

Abstract: 7he Indus Japanese Gugin, which is included in the Japanese ancient classic Manyoshu, was originally a letter
accompanying the gift of a guqin from Otomono Tabito to Hujiwarano Husasaki. Earlier studies on its textual origin have
already ascertained that the terms and writing style in 7he Indus Japanese Gugin were affected by Ji Kang's Gugin Fu. However,
in this paper, it is considered that the relationship between them is not essential. Most of the subsequent literary output would
use previous works for reference on terms and writing style, although both of them are written by the Chinese. For example,
literary works of the Tang Dynasty generally referred to the literary classics before the Tang Dynasty. The reference to literary
classics such as Gugin Fu within The Indus Japanese Gugin is not reflected on the level of terms and writing style, but on the
level of “cultural cognition”, namely the cultural cognition of the guqin. Therefore, this paper considers literary works such as Ji
Kang’ s Gugin Fu as the “literary classic references”, or the cultural environment, in which 7he Indus Japanese Gugin was
created, without distinguishing their nationality. By restoring the original cultural and literary images of the guqin, this paper
objectively illustrates the purport of The Indus Japanese Gugqin.
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