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BOOK V

A Fourfold Dwision

Some occurrences in trees and plants are spon-
taneous {A], others come from human provision and
care [B].

Each class is subdivided: spontaneous occur-
rences [A] are either natural [Al] or unnatural [A2]
(for in plants, as in animals, there is such a thing as
an unnatural occurrence; for example a tree or plant
may not bear its proper shoot or fruit, or may bear it
not at the regular season or from the usual parts, or
may do some other such thing, all of these
occurrences being unnatural). Among the pro-
cedures of art and care [B], on the other hand, there
is one set [Bl] that collaborates with the plant’s
nature to bring about good and abundant fruit, and
another [B2] directed to producing fruit of a special
and extraordinary character (for instance to grow a
grape cluster that has no stones, or a black and a
white cluster on the same twig, or black and white
grapes in the same cluster, and all such other
results as are obtained, for there are a number of
them).
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THEOPHRASTUS
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DE CAUSIS PLANTARUM V

We have already discussed natural occurrence?!
[Al1] and procedures that collaborate with the
nature of the plant 2 [B1].

The Unnatural [A2] : Three Premises

We must now discuss occurrences contrary to
nature3 [A2] and procedures that achieve the
extraordinary 4 [B2], and first [A2] the occurrences
that are either unnatural or regarded as such, since
these too, like the matters first discussed,5 have
some causation (as for instance the cases of fruit
borne out of season or not borne from the same
parts: I mean for example if a fig tree bears fruit in
winter, when there is a hint of approaching spring,
and if a pomegranate or vine bears from its boughs
and trunk, and any other cases resembling these).

To explain these matters we must set up first
the point that such things occur in trees that are
abundant bearers and fluid (as in fact the ones men-
tioned, 6 all of them fluid and all abundant bearers),
but in none that is dry and a scanty bearer.

A second point, to explain unseasonable sprout-
ing and fruiting, is that in all of them the “twigs”
(klones) or “shoots” (ptérthoi) or “boughs” (akre-

1CPbook2.  2CPbhook3.
SCP51+4

4CP55-1.

5[A1]in CP 2 and [B1]in CP 3.
6CP51.1 (fig, pomegranate and vine).
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1.3



14

THEOPHRASTUS

Tedovra TV dévdpwy (oddev yip éml mlor kowdy,
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dpnpnpéve (kabdmep Td Te kAjpare kal T& THs
éAelag EdAa).
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§1 4-5: Athenaeusm 2 (77 C).

1 added by Heinsius after éye:, placed here by me.
2 Heinsius (kpdBag Scaliger) : kAddy U

3 Schnewder : ydparas U

4 Wimmer - 8¢ . U



DE CAUSIS PLANTARUM V

moénes), or whatever one is to call the extremities of
trees, contain in themselves certain starting-points
capable of sprouting. (There is no name for these
extremities that applies to all trees, but some have
certain special names, as thallia [live-twigl, krdde
[fig-twig] and kléma [vine-twigl; some persons use
for twig the word klénes).! That the twigs have cer-
tain starting-points of sprouting is evident from
those that are set in the ground, which often send
out a shoot, although their lower parts have not
rooted, as twigs of vine and fig and sticks of olive
wood 2; sometimes they do so even when not set in
the ground, but merely removed from the tree, as
with vine twigs 3 and olive wood. 4

A third point is that unseasonable sprouting
occurs when the winter has been mild or had winds
from the south.

The Unnatural [A2] : Unseasonable “Fruit”

In the light of these points the occurrence would
not appear unreasonable, once the generative power
and fluid had been collected, sometimes indepen-
dently, sometimes when the power and fluid that
was there before and produced the fruit of the previ-
ous year has left a remainder, as occurs with the

1In HP11 9 the twigs called klddos.
2Cf. CP 1 12. 9 (for vine, fig and olive); CP 1 3. 3 (for
ohve)) SCfCP113.9. 4CfCP17.4.

14
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émeyévnrar padaxds kal dypos xal Oeppds, éfe-
kaAéoato T PAdoTnow. G7i! B¢ Tobro oupPai-
ve. pavepdy, &’ Tovroud <ydp>* T0d pépovs 6
kapmds Gvletod 8fev kal of mpddpopor. Tdya Bé
Kcal of mpédpopor pév 8 THY podaxdryTa TOD Gé-
pos ad mporepodol Te kal mérTovTar pBAlov * € §’
dpa py TobTO, 4AAG TGAAL ye mdvTa Bid Tdg
adtds kal mapamAyaiovs alrias éoriv, froi yevo-

6

4 ~ [4 z n 2 [ Y
pévav Twav dmodeppdrwy, 7 ke’ avrd® ovm-

oTapévwy dpgolv,

Iu¢P . 8reU-ér¢u?Na.

2U:8reéku: e ¢k Wimmer. 3u:rnU.
4 ego. 5 ego : dvieras U,

6 Scaliger (ex integro Gaza) : kal rafra U.

1 Here the true fig or the fruiting shoot from which it is
produced

2 The fruit (sfkon or true fig) is produced in front of the
leaf (that is, mn the axil of the new leaf), and not, like the
premature arrivals (prédromot) and the élynthoi, behind it
(that is, in the axils of the leaves of previous years): ¢f: CP
51.7;51.8.

8 Prédromoi in the Greek, literally “fore-runners” or
“headlong runners.” Spkon (the true fig) is neuter,
prédromos masculine; presumably dlynthos (masculine)
was once understood. Four words are used of the true or

8



DE CAUSIS PLANTARUM V

fig-tree. For if a good amount of such fluid is left
over, ensuing mild, moist and warm weather calls
forth sprouting, That this occurs is evident, since
the fruit! was put forth from the part?2 from which
the “premature arrivals” 3 come. Perhaps in the case
of the premature arrivals at least the earlier produc-
tion and concoction ¢ is not so much due to the mild-
ness of the air; but even if this is not so, the rest
of the imperfect productions® are all due to the
same and similar causes: either a remainder
has been left over, or both collections? are made
independently.

false fig: (1)sPkon: the true fig; see also (4) below;
(2) 6lynthos: these come out in season, remain on the tree,
and are sometimes edible (CP 5 1. 6-8); the term covers
the varieties intermediate between spkon and prédromos;
(38) prédromos (“fiust arrival®): these come out far in
advance of the season (although some come out later), are
irregular in their production, soon fall off, and are never
edible; (4) erinén: properly the fruit of the caprifig, but the
term is also used of the “premature arrivals” and the
unripe spkon. 4 Only in colour: CP51. 6.

51t is due more to the state of the tree: ¢f, CP 51. 8 ad
fin. The premature arrivals usually come so early that it is
not easy to speak of them as called forth by the “mildness
of the air.”

6 The slynthoi of varous types: CP 5 1. 6 ad fin. and
51.7.

7 That which produced last year's figs (sfka), and that
which produces this year’s “premature arrivals” (prédro-
moz) and élynthot.

9
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odic dAoyor & odderépws * 1 mpovmdpyer yap %
10D BévBpov mpds Gudw ¢lows iypd Tis odoa kal
mwpoPAaatis, 2 bor’ dv eddlar wAelw ypbvov émi-
yévwrral, kal Tob Ypwparos oty THY petafo-
Ay (&mel 7év ye® yuddv od BivaTar mérTew obda-
pis, ¢AX’ § davracia oxedov yiverar kard T
xpbav). of 8" BAuvvbo, cuvepyodons Hdn THs dpas,
memalvorTar péxpl Twis * €108’ obrol ye katd pi-
ow wdg elow, del yap ylvovrar TV adTiy Kkal
Teraypévny dpav, domep ral & Tdv Bifdpwy
ovkdw Aeyopévwr * kapmds. GAX’ éml TooodTov T4
powov Apmrréov, 871 mapamdnola Tis B alria why-
Twy, éx Tob owioTacba THv TowadTNy LypéryTa
xal Stvapw. Bid kal Smicber Tod PUAAov wdvra
radra plyverar, kal ody, domep 6 obrov, &u-

1 02d’ érépws aP ; o2’ érepog UC(¥-U) N : old’ érepov u.

2 ego (¢f. mpoavkis) (mpwlBAaoros Schneider . mpwiBAaoris
LSJ) - mpofAds UNP mpéBAacros a. 3 Schneider: re U.

4 Gaza, Scahger * Aeydpevos U.

1 The white 6lynthot of CP 51 8; the black are meant by
the “fruit of the so-called double-bearing ‘fig-trees’” in the
following sentence. Only the true fig (s9kon) 1s ever fully
rpe 2Cf HP37.3,citedinnote2on CP51. 8

3 A reference to the trees that bear both figs and black
Slynthot (CP 5 1. 8), the same as the “wild” fig-trees of CP
2 9. 13. There was some doubt whether they deserved

10



DE CAUSIS PLANTARUM V

Production of premature arrivals is unreasonable
from neither source: the nature of the fig-tree is to
begin with well fitted for either production, being
fluid and given to early sprouting. So that if fair
weather follows the production for any considerable
time the tree goes on to change the colour of the
premature arrival; as for the juice, the tree is quite
unable to concoct it, the appearance of concoction
being confined, one may say, to the coloration. The
6lynthoi, on the other hand, do get ripened up to a
point, ! with the season already lending its aid. But
these moreover are in a way natural, 2 since they are
always produced at the same regular season, as is
also the fruit of the so-called double-bearing “fig-
trees.”3 But we can press the resemblance? only
so far as to say that the causation is similar in all,
coming from the accumulation of this sort® of fluid
and power. This moreover is why all these grow
from behind the leaf, and not, like the fig, from

the name of “fig-trees™ ¢f. HP 37 3 “. and if after all
some fig-trees bear 6lynthor” The same tree 18 called an
Slynthos at HP 1 14, 1- “Bearing frmt from both old and
new wood are any apple-trees there may be that bear two
crops ; and further the 6lynthos that concocts 1ts fruit
[that1s, 1its 6lynthot] and bears figs on the new wood.”

4 Between the black élynthot, the white 6lynthor and the
premature arrivals

5 Presumably both collections were made before the new
wood had developed far enough to have a collection of 1its
own, producing the true fig

11
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mpoofev. dAX’ al uév dlovoa: Tovs mpodpduous
dofevéorepac Tuyxdvovow, dote 008’ émuévew
dvavrar, ThHs PBAaoThoews pwopévns Exeloe.
8Aws 8¢ modveldés Ti 10 7@V curav éoTw * ol pév
yép éAvvloddpor pdvov, otka 8’ ob pépovow (olov
al Tods Aeukods OAdvbovs épovoar Tods EDwdl-
povg) * Erepar 8¢ Pépovor ral otre xal dAivbous
pélavas, dBpurovs B¢ TobTous %) kal édwdipous
(Pépovor! B¢ 700 BAwbov Bmicbev T0b Bplov *
yivorrar 8’ év adrols kal Yijves) * ai <8’>2 gAws
ot épovaw BAdvbovs. mdAw Be Tods mpodpduovs
ol pév Pépovow (olov 7 Te Aakwwvicy kol <f>?
AeukouddAios kal Erepar wAelovs), ai 8’ ot ¢épou-

§1.8: Cf. Athenaeus, iii. 12 (77 F); ibid. 77 C; Pliny N. H
16.113.

1 Gaza, Scahger : -oa: U.
2 y=? (3¢ Itali after Gaza),
3 Athenaeus.

1 To the position in front of the leaf, from which position
the true fig 1s produced. The occurrence mentioned in HP 2
3. 3 is therefore monstrous: “a fig-tree has been known to
grow its figs from behind its erind [that is, its premature
arrivals].”

2Cf HP 3 7. 3: “Whereas other trees bear both the

12



