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Intreduction

‘This selection of authentic written English material aims to provide both
enjoyable and instructive reading. It is taken from newspapers and
magazines, books, leaflets and brochures; in fact, all the forms of reading
matter you would encounter if you were visiting or living in Britain today.

The book is aimed at intermediate and advanced students. It is
assumed that there is a good English learner’s dictionary tohand (e.g. The
Collins Englisk Learner's Dictionary, The Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary,
The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English). Words and cultural
references which may not be found in such a dictionary are dealt with in
- the glossaries,

The passages are arranged in sections according to broad functions.
They can be used to provide illustrations and models of particular types of
language which students may be trying to produce for themselves; for
example, describing people, composing a dialogue, or writing
instructions.

At the end of each section are a number of activities to give the student
spoken and written practice. There is some emphasis on group and pair
work, but the student working on his or her own will find plenty to do.
These activities are not intended to be exhaustive and the teacher will be
able to think of many additional ones. The passages can be used for
comprehension work, as a basis for discussion, or to compare styles. They
can, of course, be read solely for interest and pleasure.

The book covers a wide range of topics, styles and registers and will
give the reader some understanding of the British way of life and British
attitudes today.
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Section 1

Peaks of western Lakeland

England’s highest point, the boulder-strewn Scafell Pike, towers 3210 ft
among the crags of the wildest and most majestic part of Lakeland. The
Wastwater Hotel is a'meeting-place for climbers. In the summer, long
lines of walkers can be seen picking their wayup stony hillsides to the top
of Scafell Pike, from which the view embraces the lakes of'Windermere,
Derwent Water and Wast Water, and the peaks of Great Gable and
Pillar. : i ?

' Nestled beneath the bold austerity of the crags are eight major lakes
with superb, tree-lined walks, and rich green valleys where the scent of
bracken and the sound of gurgling waterfalls offer physical and mental
relaxation after a climb among the magnificent hills.

The region, too, has the wettest place in England—at Seathwaite in the
Borrowdale Valley, where the annual rainfall can be more than four times
the London average. But visitors should not be deterred. May, June and
September are the driest months, and it isin spring and autumn that the
scenery is at its best==lush and green in spring, flecked with autumn tints
from September until its vivid climax of colourin October.
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[ 32> The industrial Midlands

%

He had seen this town with eyes that loved and needed what they were
seeing, and if there is a better recipe for art I don’t want to hear about it.
The dark, narrow streets, the crowded squares, the factories dotted about
at random among the houses, so that you might look down any street and
suddenly sec a couple of kilns, looking like giant Burgundy bottles,
sending out streamers of smoke only a few feet above the huddled roofs;
the railway bridges, the canals, the black churches; and everywhere
people scurrying about. No one saunters, where I come from,; it’s a mode of
progression that they have simply never heard of, partly because the place

doesn’t exactly encourage you to saunter—you keep your head down and’

walk smartly to avoid seeing the ugliness all round you —and partly
because there’s hardly such a thing as a level street in the place; you're
always either toiling up a hill or scampering down one; they say it's
something to do with the ending of the Pennine Chain, which peters out
round about here in a kind of gooseflesh of little hills. All this, Robert had
put on paper; quickly, vividly, without a wasted stroke or a falsification
anywhere. As I looked at his drawings I saw the whole nature of the town,
and what those who tried to live in it would find themselves up against:
yes, and the people were there too, reacting to it, making the best of it,
scurrying and barging about like satirical ants, just as I had known them.
Robert had drawn me, though I didn’t figure in any of his sketches. He
had drawn my life.

from: The Contenders by John Wain

Burgundy a red or white table wine produced in the Burgundy region of France around
Dijon

Pennine Chain a range of hills running from the north of England to the River Trent in
the Midlands
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Greater Manchester

Greater Manchester County is one of the major
conurbations in the U.K. and the largest in North West
England. It is composed of ten Metropolitan Districts:
Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford,
Tameside, Trafford, Stockport and Wigan, each of which
has its own unique character, and each being well served
by road and rail communications.

Traditional industries of the County have been coal mining
and cotton manufacture but the industrial structure has
been transformed in the last twenty years by the new
industries of light engineering, transport and
warehousing, although old crafts and skills still remain.
in the centre of the County, regional offices of
Government Departments have been joined by Nationa!
and regional headquarters of major banks, insurance
companies and other commercial institutions. Each of the
Districts has its own thriving shopping centre usually with
an enciosed modern precinct. ’
At the hub of the UK's motorway network, Greater
Manchester is situated at the geographic centre of the

UK: 187 miles north of London and 213 miles south of

Edinburgh. It is within 40 minutes journey by road of the
cities of Stoke, Leeds and Liverpool. London is a mere
24 hours away by rail. '

By air, the County is linked with many parts of the worid.
The International Alrport has direct daily flights to and
from London and other British cities as well as scheduled
intemnational services. .

Greater Manchester also has a port in its own right.
Terminal docks are located in the centre of the County
and from there cargo is taken to and from the rest of
the world. Liverpool, 35 miles away, is the nearest sea
port, with passenger and car ferry services to the Isle of
Man, Belfast and Dublin, and a large international freight
traffic. :

ehati

together of individual towns or cities

a large, densely populated urban area formed by the growth and joining
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Welcome

Welcome to the Capital of Scotland.Welcome to
over nineteen centuries of romantic and turbulent
history.Welcome to one of the most beautiful cities
in the world.Welcome to Edinburgh.

~ One of the city's most fam-
oussons, RobertlouisSteven.
son, described Edinburgh as
‘a profusion of eccentricities,
adream of masonry and livin
rock'. To others, visitor an
citizen alike, Edinburgh is,
more simply, a masterpiece.
Most major events in Scot-

land'shistorywerefo here
and it is only fitti'c\g at the
backdrop to so much pageant.

;y should be so spectacular
'he Castle, stern and com-
manding, crowns the scene.
Along the ridge which runs
from the Castle Rock down
towards Arthur’s Seat, the Old
Town precariously clings.
Across the graceful sweep
of Princes Street, lies the New
Town, its classic elegance and

almost geometric exactitude,
contrastingvividlywiththeOid.

backdrop
mélange mixtore

Arthur's Seat  a 247 metre hill, formed by volcanic rock, from which excellent views of

Edinburgh are ohtained

io

O'I'd gdir_‘bu | tW.as tnﬁver
really designed. it just hap-
pened and grew with time and
need. Probabfly the first habi-
tation was a Pictish encamp-
ment. .

Then the Romans were in
the area. Then the Angles,
and then, in the 7th century,
King EdwinofNorthumtbria,
from whom the city is gen
erally accepted to have taken
its name.

Everycentury since has con-
tributed something to the fab-
ric of the Old Town and today
itpresentsaunique spectacle,
a fantastic melange of archi-
tectural styles from Norman
through to Victorian.

The City's heritage is proud,
is colourful, is varied. From it,
the Edinburgh of today exists
to be enjoyed by all.

the scene painted at the back of a stage



,Our village <@

The village to which our family had come was a scattering of some twenty
1o thirty houses down the south-east slope of a valley. The valley was
narrow, steep, and almost entirely cut off: it was also a funnel for winds, a
channel for the floods and a jungly, bis d-crammed, insect-hopping sun-
trap whenever there happened to be any sun. It was not high and open
like the Windrush country, but had secret origins, having been gouged
from the escarpment by the melting ice-caps some time before we got



there. The old flood-terraces still showed on the slopes, along which the
cows walked sideways. Like an island, it was possessed of curious
survivals—rare orchids and Roman snails; and there were chemical
qualities in the limestone-springs which gave the women pre-Raphaclite
goitres. The sides of the valley were rich in pasture and the crests heavily
covered in beechwoods.

Living down there was like living in a bean-pod; one could see nothing
but the bed one lay in. Our horizon of woods was the limit of our world.
For weeks on end the trees moved in the wind with a dry roaring that
scemed a natural utterance of the landscape. In winter they ringed us
with frozen spikes, and in summer they oozed over the lips of the hills like
layers of thick green lava. Mornings, they steamed with mist or sunshine,
and almost every evening threw streamers above us, reflecting sugsets we
were too hidden to see.

Water was the most active thing in the valley, arriving in the long rains
from Wales. It would drip all day from clouds and trees, from roofs and
caves and noses. It broke open roads, carved its way through gardens, and
filled the ditches with sucking noises. Men and horses walked about in wet
sacking, birds shook rainbows from sodden branches, and streams ran
from holes, and back into holes, like noisy underground trains.

" 1 remember, too, the light on the slopes, long shadows in tufts and
hollows, with cattle, brilliant as painted china, treading their echoing
shapes. Bees blew like cake-crumbs through the golden air, white
butterflies like sugared wafers, and when it wasn't raining a diamond dust
took over which veiled and yet magnified all things.

Most of the cottages were built of Cotswold stone and were roofed by
split-stone tiles. The tiles grew a kind of golden moss which sparkled like
crystallized honey. Behind the cottages were long steep gardens full of
cabbages, fruit-bushes, roses, rabbit-hutches, earth-closets, bicycles, and
pigeon-lofts. In the very sump of the valley wallowed the Squire’s Big
House—once a fine, though modest sixteenth-century manor, to which a
Georgian fagade had been added. :

The villagers themselves had three ways of living: working for the
Squire, or on the farms, or down in the cloth-mills at Stroud. Apart from
the Manor, and the ample cottage gardens—which were an insurance
against hard times—all other needs were supplied by a church, a chapel,
a vicarage, a manse, a wooden hut, a pub—and the village school.

from: Cider with Resie by Laurie Lee

" pre-Raphaelite in the style of a school of painting, founded by Millais and Rossetti and

others in 1848, 10 bring back the vivid colour and naturalism of painting as it was before
Raphael (1483-1520) : ) i

a type of lavatory where earth is used to cover the excreta
Goorgian style of architecture prevalent in the reigns (1714-1830) of the four Kings
George : -

12



The Tower of London

Tower Hill Tower Gardens

Tower
of
Londo

yoeouddy eBpug i1emoy

TnTwnorlmmnmﬁrubnihbywmmcumfmm
purpmofp:oucﬁnglndmmlﬁngﬁndty.hm , it lay
ﬁthhthnomdtywdh,bmiumhrgmthtbm&mm
carried its boundaries eastwards | the walls. Nowadays it is wholly
within the borough of Tower Including the moat, it covers an

butmhiucmmofdmoltsﬂthestthhichhnﬂom'uhodinhghnd
m.ybefonndwithinthew:ﬂs.TheTmhuintberbm.m.
pdmnnd:prhon,andhuhomedtholhytllint,

(fmsshoﬂﬁm)thekoydoqu.ltmhmmthemdfw
smsllsrmsmd,beingomofthemgutfminthhnd,ﬂnTm
hu&omuﬂyﬁmugurdndtheCmanonhhomtheﬁhirmchmwy
nnﬁllMitsllohouaedtthodemie.thepndmdtbde
Zoo.
ThooldutandmtimpothntbuildingithontTmotKup,
aMthaWhiuTom.Tholanndildebyowdlconhining
thirmwwm,thaonlysurvivingorigindenmwithingthtonth
south side under the Bloody Tower. The Outer Ward is defended by a
noondnﬂ,ﬂnnkedbydxmonthorimﬁoo,mdhytwomioimhr
h.lﬁomntthenorth-wutndnorthMAm«Mwwdry,

called the Lion Tower, also surrounded by a moat, which was crossed by a
stone causeway, expos: ¢ view in 1926-37. This causeway incluced a
third drawbridge.

"\



The Tower was occupied as a palace by all our Kings and Queens down
to James I. It was the custom for each monarch to lodge in the Tower
before his coronation, and to ride in procession to Westminster through
the city. The Palace buildings stood between the White Tower and the Inner
Wall eastward of the Bloody Tower. ' )

Throughout its history the Tower has-also been used as the principal
place of confinement for State prisoners, from Ralf Flambard in the eatly
twelfth century to Roger Casement (April-May. 1916) and Hitler’s deputy,
Rudolf Hess (May, 1941), in the twentieth, as well 8s other historic personages
named in later paragraphs of this guide.

Ralf Flambard (died 1128 a detested high official of William I1's oppressive regime.
Henry [ imprisoned him in the Tower and deprived him of his wrongfully gained riches. but
later forgave him and made him Bishop of Durham

Roger Casement British diplomat and Irish Nationalist, hanged in 1916 for treason for
trying 10 get German support for Irish Independence.

%The right house

The house that I found was the right thing. As soon as I saw it, it fitted
neatly into some ready-made notch: it was an ordimary nineteenth-
century terrace house in Islington, and on either side of the front door
stood a small stone lion. Inside it had been modernized by a young couple
who had since made a lot of money and inoved off into a more fashionable
area, It was all right: nothing remarkablg, except for the plaster ceilings,
and one good ornate fireplace. But the back garden was up to the
standard of the lions. It was surrounded by a high brick wall, but from the
upstairs rooms one could see it and all the gardens in the row, and the
impression was of old brick and shoots of greenery and grass and daffodils.
Our garden was all weeds, but the one next door on the right had been
looked after to perfection, by an old man who had lived in the house
through all the permutations of the area, from its days of respectable
solidarity, the days in which Dickens refers 1o ‘shady Pentonville’,
through the shabby slip into dusty urban poverty, and back once more
into the classless rise of chi-chi that David and myself quite adequately
represented. His garden was a perpetual delight: the grass was mown and
even, flowers grew at every season in every corner, and the walls were
covered with every variety of climbing, blossoming plant.

In the street in front of the houses there was nothing but dust and hard
brick and cars and dirty children. One would never have guessed what
secret foliage grew behind that stony frontage.

from: The Garrick Year by Margaret Drabble

Islington and Pentonville areas in Norih London
chi-chi stylishness, being in fashion

14



1 Homes for Sale @

MODERN coversd stone jul
3-BEDROOMED SEMI COTTAGE
Pott /Bollington horder.
Hall, lounge/dining room with lounge,  dining
3 five, Fitt
pau doots 204 555 edrooms, itchen, open pian, siars. Tho
e with . Luxury plete of fitted ward-
athroom. Attractive gardens ",ﬁ'.a ba with
front rear rear Ba':‘e.m suite fitted
extensive view. G‘ﬁ" Double electric shower
glazing. Gas central hexting, modernised throughout.
carpets and extras. carpets ﬂ curtains
£24,000 in sale. Offers around £17.500
The Robot Chef.
Here, in one superb machine is breadcrumbs and icecream,
afood processor which crushes ice and purees fruit to
combines to replace a mixer, make souffles, mousses and
mincer, shredder, slicerand baby food.
liquidiser. It’s the most The slicing disc slices beans,

revolutionary kitchen aid since cheese, cucumber, onions etc.,
the mixer itself, takinguponly ~ and shreds cabbage.

as much space as a toaster. All removable parts are easy to
Base 33X17-5cm (13 X6{in) clean and dishwasher proof.
Height 29cm (11¢in) (Rating:
300 watts).

The processor comprises a
motor base on which standsthe
workbowl. There are no
difficult-to-assemble
attachments —just three
different blades which drop
into place and canbe changed
inseconds.

The stainless steel grating disc
grates raw onions, toes,
mushrooms and other
vegetables in seconds. The
double bladed knife chops and
minces raw or cooked meats
and fish, makes pastry and
dough (1lb in 15 seconds),
grinds nuts and makes

soufflié a light, frothy dish made with beaten-whites of eggs

15



Alarm-clock radio

o:amsrmmm
y the advent of the space could
) ible the incredibi M’:’""‘:
complex electronics required to of the (eatures
that this alarin clock-radio brings you ineo its sleck

clegant casing.
SPECIFICATION

RADIO mmmm'
S5 I0KI P 5 MMt
LW (Long Whve) 155-285 KHz.
resistamce gradunl adiustment
from dien w very bright.

ALARM Continsous tone electronic.

POWERSUPPLY | Mains 240 volt AC. Insegral tracsformer.

DIMENSIONS 0% S 3 260° hi
‘Ul:’b uduv. high

Iti
eadio which wil camble you 1o ke ull advasaace o the
lntest BBC radio tranemissions; an LED (light-
of the maing current for sccuracy; and a 4 function
electronic aleem system.
Mh?gdl@m!@uu.kum-hm
console on top ¢ casing giving you fingertip
o make this check-madio a truly luxarious addition to
your bedroom.
hda;mﬁuﬂymiyn&o;umfm;
¥ou pre-select (there's an clectronic alamm, peefer)
fowill while ﬁaﬁm
Fing You music you T
mmﬂmbaﬁoo‘wy.
PO o 3 ko it g
not a
Mo{llﬁlnn?m&&nhdmnkuz
t gives you the luxury ‘snooze’ facility, when
alarm (or radiio, if selected) sounds in the i
ﬁqﬂymh‘wmud-nmydl
mﬂupﬁymaﬂymaﬂmlom

solid-state an electronic term (the article is made mainlv or wholly of semiconductor
materials)
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