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PREFACHEK.

Tee Chinese Books to which this Catalogue refers have been collected at different times and
under various circumstances. The nucleus of the Library, apart from a few volumes contained in
the Sloane, Harleian, Old Royal and Lansdowne bequests, was formed by a collection bequeathed to
the Museum by Mr. Fowler Hull, of Sigaur in the East Indies, in 1825. In 1843 Her Majesty
presented a number of Works which had been taken during the war in China of 1842, and in
1847 the collection of Chinese books belonging to Mr. Morrison the younger, amounting to 11,500
volumes, was purchased by the Government and presented to the Museum. Since that time, partly
by purchase and partly by presentation, the library has reached its present very considerable
dimensions, amounting in all to upwards of 20,000 Chinese volumes. On examining some of
the less recently acquired books, many of which were presented by travellers and others, who
regarded their volumes rather as isolated curiosities than as portions of works, it has been found,
as might have been expected, that there exist imperfections among them. Many of these imper-
fections have been made good, but it has not as yet been possible to supply all the deficiencies.
In this Catalogue the Books are placed under the names of the authors, when these occur,
in alphabetical order. When the author’s name does not appear on the title, or in any other part
of the book, the work is catalogued under the name of any person or country which may occur
in the title. But if neither the name of a person nor that of a country occurs on the title of
such work, the subject or the principal word in the title has been taken as a heading. As,
however, even when the author’s name appears, the titles of Chinese works are more readily

remembered than the names of their authors, a complete Index has been added to the Catalogue
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2 PREFACE.

from the titles to the headings under which the works are to be found in the body of the
Catalogue.

As is well known, every Chinaman possesses, in addition to his surname, and, as we should
say, Christian name, a literary appellation, frequently one or more pseudonyms, and in some
instances a posthumous epithet. By any of these a Chinese author may be designated; and
though in compiling this Catalogue I have endeavoured to reduce the various names applied to
any author to a common form, yet doubtless instances have occurred in which I have been unable
to recognize the different epithets owned and adopted by the same writer. As an instance of
this difficulty I may quote the name of the celebrated scholar Maou Ke-ling, which sometimes
appears thus, but quite as often as Maou Ta-ko, his literary appellation, or as Se-ho, his adopted
pseudonym. Thus in one work he may appear on the title page as Maou Ke-ling, on another as
Maou Ta-ko, and on a third as Se-ho, and the compiler of a Catalogue may have nothing before
him to indicate that the three works are by the same author.

After much consideration it was decided to adopt in the Catalogue the Orthography employed
by Morrison in his Dictionary, since it is the one most generally known amongst Chinese scholars,
and also because it is the one best suited for English readers. It is much to be desired that a
common system of transcribing Chinese characters should be adopted, and in any -such system
the vowels would, without question, have their continental values assigned to them. But until some
such universal understanding be arrived at, the best course appears to be for each writer to use
the orthography which most nearly represents the Chinese sounds to readers of his own nationality.
We are accustomed to give to French, German, Italian and Russian transcriptions of Chinesc
characters the several sounds which we should give to words in those languages spelt in the
same manner, and though the variations common to English vowel-sounds undoubtedly present
difficulties in the way of transeribing Chinese words with exactness, they supply an easier medium
for expressing them to the English reader than any system based on the value of the continental
letters. As Chinese also is a language which forbids the idea that the most advanced scholar can
dispense with the use of a Dictionary, it follows that the orthographies employed in the best
Dictionaries will be those most generally known, and it was considered advisable, therefore, to
let the orthography adopted harmonise with that used in the most authoritative work of the
kind. This, at the time the decision was arrived at, was without doubt Morrison’s.

It is customary for an Emperor when he ascends the throne to choose a Neen haou or title

for his reign, much in the same way as the Popes of Rome adopt pontifical appellations on being



PREFACE. 3

called to the Chair of St. Peter, and when, therefore, it has been necessary to refer to an Emperor
by name, I have designated him by his Neen haou.

The difficulty which, as every Librarian is aware, exists in describing the sizes of books
generally, is aggravated in the case of Chinese volumes, in which the help towards settling the
point, which is usually gained in European works by »reckoning the number of pages into which
the sheet is folded, is entirely wanting. The sizes therefore, as denoted in the present Catalogue,
have been determined by comparison with European books.

In compiling this Catalogue I have received great assistance from Mr. Wylie’s Noles on
Chinese Literature and from the Prolegomena of Dr. Legge’s Works on the Chinese Classics.

The Catalogue has been printed by Stephen Austin and Sons of Hertford, who obtained the

necessary Chinese type from Shanghai for this express purpose.

ROBERT K. DOUGLAS.

BriTisu Musiun,
Feb. 17, 1877
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PAGE COL.

—BO=
6 for Works read Writings. 108
13 ,, Tables of Altitude etc. read Astro- 126
nomical Tables. 128

16 ,, A minute etc. r7ead Minute Tables of
Altitudes. 129
8 ,, The Doubtful Passages of read 134
Doubts on. 156
41 dele #Ff . . . Tsun. 158
17 for MUu Leex-HEEN read Mew LEex- 159
SEEN. 169
19 ,, Amita Sutra read Amitabha Sitra. 172
26 ,, Le Win-keung read Le Win-heung. 189
18 ,, MUH read Mew. 191
38 ,, Sing Ke-yun read Sung Ke-yuen. 197
23 ,, Yaou read Chaou. 203
35 ,, Fiih read Foo. 212
11 ,, Ah read O. 221
8 dele ““ Tablets in Ancestral.” 225
2 for wan read wan. 227
41 for Miih read Mew. 227
13 ,, kang read kdng. 228
32 dele 3 . . . TEEN. 237
8 for GUNADHADRA read GUNA- 238

BHADRA.

32 and 36 for Hambery re«d Hamberg. 239
1 for William Milne, D.D. read Leang 240
Kung-fa. 267
32 ,, chih read shih. 269
39 ,, Muu read MEw. 282
10 insert 1801. before 8°. 328
4 for Seu read Yu. 335
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LINE
12 for HEvEN read HEUNG.

2 ,, wan read wdn.
23 ,, ®& F MANc TSzE read |4 E Sze
SHOO0.
22 ,, LO read Yo.
31 ,, yun read lun.
37 dele See B 3£ HEG-SHEN.
18 jfor Mow read Moo.
22 ,, Tscaou read Teaou.
32 ,, & read §%.
34 ,, Leen read Seen.
27 ,, Yen read Yin.
2 ,, Kuwan read Kwanyg.
5 ,, che read choo.
6 nsert See before 3.
4 dele heading under ¥ 7).
20 for ¥EI read PEL
22 ,, YEH read YiH.
2 ,, K read K.
25 ,, tsih read tseth.
20 ,, yé read yay.
30 ,, Kwan read Kicdn.
Transpose the third and fourth entries in

second column.
31 for Gane read Gax.
38 insert See before K.
43 for chih read shih.
37 ,, Yih Hwa-tsze r7ead Yang Shing-kung.
29 dele entry beginning 7 7K ete.
20 for Shuh read Tseaou.
32 ,, neen read meen.



