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INTRODUCTION

This book consists of three separate monographs. The first
formally concludes the section on elocutio, by dealing with
the difficult (and almost untranslatable} concept of deco-
rum (70 mpémov); the second and third cover the remain-
ing two of the five parts (or “canons”) of Rhetoric, namely
Memory and Delivery. To mpémor (11.1) was discussed by
Aristotle (Rhetoric 3. 1404b4, 1408a10) as a proportional-
ity of language to subject. In this sense, the term, though
strictly a desirable quality of diction (in Theophrastus, one
of the four “virtues”), does, as C. O. Brink (Horace on
Poetry: Prolegomena to the Literary Epistles, Cambridge
1963, 229ff.) observes, bring content and expression to-
gether (see 11.1.7, where Quintilian recognizes the link
with Invention). The concept obviously has an ethical di-
mension, hardly separable from its aesthetic or rhetorical
side; appropriateness to context involves appropriateness
to speaker. The best general ancient discussions of this
complex idea are Cicero’s: not only De oratore 1.144, 3.37,
3.210-212 and Orator 70, 82, but also De finibus 3.14ff.,
and especially De officiis 1.93-99 (with A. K. Dyckad loc.).
M. Pohlenz’ discussion (Nachrichten der Gesellschaft
der Wissenschaften zu Gottingen 1933, 53-92 = Kleine
Schriften 1. 100-139) remains valuable. Quintilian’s ac-
count, in keeping with the moral tendencies of his teaching
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INTRODUCTION

and his ideal of the orator as vir bonus and not simply a
technician, is extraordinarily full, and strongly oriented to-
wards practical needs. He begins (11.1.1-5) by discussing
Cicero’s treatment in his oratorical works. Next (6-7) he
briefly shows that the different parts of a speech have dif-
ferent requirements of “aptness.” There follows (8-15) a
passage in which, while admitting that “that which is be-
coming” (quod decet) and “that which is expedient” (quod
expedit) may be different, Quintilian argues that they usu-
ally coincide, and that anyway the honourable course is al-
ways “becoming,” whatever concessions may be made to
particular circumstances. In 15-28 he discusses the prob-
lem of how to praise oneself, an area in which Cicero has
been seen to be at fault; we have a good discussion of this,
which complements Quintilian, in Plutarch, Moralia
539A-547F: see also Quintilian’s pupil Pliny, Epist. 1.8.
Propriety in delivery (26-30) claims attention next; then
propriety in the sense of appropriateness to the person (a)
of the speaker (31-41), (b) of the client, the judge, and oth-
ers present (42). Appropriateness to circumstances is a
separate head (43-56), and we have a short account (57—
59) of the requirement of appropriateness to opponents.
But a third of the whole chapter (60-93) is devoted to dif-
ficult cases of various kinds, with (as usual) abundant ex-
amples from Cicero.

11.2, Quintilian’s treatise on memory, is to be com-
pared with Ad Herennium 3.28-40, Cicero, De oratore
2.350-360, Cassius Longinus, Ars rhetorica 197-206
Spengel-Hammer; Fortunatianus (RLM 128-130 Halm)
summarizes Quintilian. Memory training goes back to
early times: a text usually dated c. 400 BC (Dissoi Logoi)
recommends tricks like thinking of “gold” (chrysos) and “a
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INTRODUCTION

horse” (hippos) if you want to remember the name Chrys-
ippus. Quintilian is clearly sceptical about the value of
memoria technica, with its elaborate system of visual im-
ages, in comparison with practice and development of the
natural memory; but he devotes a good deal of space to it
all the same (17-26), before proceeding (27-50) to more
practical considerations. He is also a valuable source for
the history of the “art” (11-16). See in general Yates (1966)
and H. Blum (1969). Lausberg §§ 1083-1090 gives a brief
account.

In 11.3, Quintilian turns to delivery. Aristotle (Rhetoric
3. 1404a13) observes that this is a matter of nature rather
than of art, though Thrasymachus had written about it in
discussing emotion. Theophrastus, Aristotle’s successor,
did write on the subject (frs. 712-713 Fortenbaugh), and
so did Demetrius of Phalerum (frs. 162—169 Wehrli). Cic-
ero treats it in De oratore 3.213-227 and Orator 55-60.
There is a short Greek account in Cassius Longinus (Ars
rhetorica 194-197 Spengel-Hammer), who stresses the
deceptive power of hypokrisis (the Greek term for actio),
the need to observe real emotions, and what can be
learned from actors. There is a detailed commentary on
part of our chapter in U. Maier-Eichhorn (1989), with in-
teresting illustrations of the hand gestures. Some good il-
lustrations, and also information about the acting gestures
represented in medieval manuscripts of Terence, which
somewhat resemble those described by Quintilian, may be
found in G. S. Andrete, Gestures and Acclamations in An-
cient Rome (Baltimore and London, 1999), esp. 34-73. See
also E. Fantham in Phoenix 36 (1982) 243-263, and, in
general, ]. Bremmer and H. Roodenburg (1991), esp. ch. 2
(by F. Graf). An older (still classic) survey is in Sittl (1890).
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INTRODUCTION

Quintilian’s account is mueh the fullest we have from clas-

sical times (Fortunatianus, 130-134 Halm, is much briefer

and mainly follows Quintilian) and was naturally very in-

fluential in Renaissance theory and practice (see General

Introduction in Vol. I).

The chapter is very long, but very orderly in its con-

struction:

1-13  Introduction: importance of the subject, rela-
tive value of nature and art.

14 Division of the subject: voice (15-65), gesture
(65-136).

15-16  Nature of the voice.

17-29  Its use and training,

30 Delivery (like elocutio) must be correct, lucid,
ornate, and appropriate.

31-32  Correctness.

33-39  Lucidity.

4060 Ornatus.

61-65  Appropriateness.

65-68  Transition to “gestures™ general consider-

ations.,
69-71 Gestures with the head.
72-81 Face.
82-84 Neck, shoulders, arms.
85-121 Hands.
122-124 Body.
124-136 Feet.

(This order—from top to bottom—is that recommended
by rhetors also for description (ecphrasis) of men or ani-
mals; Aphthonius, Progymnasmate 37, 9 Rabe.)

137-149 Dress: how to wear the toga.
6
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150-153 Importance of circumstances.

153-174 Discussion of delivery appropriate to the vari-
ous parts of the speech. (For the structure of
this part in detail, see translation.)

174-184 Further general remarks.



