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THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO
BUNYAN

John Bunyan was a major figure in seventeenth-century Puritan literature, and
one deeply embroiled in the religious upheavals of his times. This Comparnion
considers all his major texts, including The Pilgrim’s Progress and his autobio-
graphy Grace Abounding. The essays, by leading Bunyan scholars, place these
and his other works in the context of seventeenth-century history and literature.
They discuss such key issues as the publication of dissenting works, the history of
the book, gender, the relationship between literature and religion, between lit-
erature and early-modern radicalism, and the reception of seventeenth-century
texts. Other chapters assess Bunyan’s importance for the development of allegory,
life-writing, the early novel and children’s literature. This Companion provides a
comprehensive and accessible introduction to an author with an assured and
central place in English literature.

A complete list of books in the series is at the back of this book
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NOTE ON THE TEXT

Early-modern texts cited in this Companion can be consulted via Early
English Books Online (EEBO). Unless stated otherwise, the place of publica-
tion is London. Spelling and punctuation have not been modernised. Dates
are given in Old Style with the year beginning on 1 January.

Page references to Bunyan’s works appear in parentheses within the text.
The titles of his non-fiction works have been shortened. The dating of all the
works follows Richard L. Greaves’s chronology in Glimpses of Glory: Jobn
Bunyan and English Dissent (Stanford University Press, 2002), pp. 637—-41.
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1628

1629

1633

1640
1642

1643
1644

1645

1646

1647

CHRONOLOGY

Born in Elstow, near Bedford (Bedfordshire), the son of Thomas
Bunyan (a brazier) and his second wife Margaret Bentley.

Assassination of George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham. Petition of
Right.

Dissolution of Parliament and beginning of Charles I’s personal
rule (to 1640).

George Herbert’s The Temple and John Donne’s Poermns. William
Laud appointed Archbishop of Canterbury.

Summoning of the Long Parliament

Beginning of the First Civil War. Closing of the theatres. Thomas
Browne’s Religio Medici (first authorised edition, 1643 ).

The Westminter Assembly of Divines begins meeting (to 1649).

John Milton’s Areopagitica. Death of Bunyan’s mother and sister.
His father marries his third wife within a few months. Bunyan joins
the Parliamentary forces in Newport Pagnell (Buckinghamshire),
in the garrison of Sir Samuel Luke (company of Richard
Cokayne).

Formation of the New Model Army. Battle of Naseby. Birth of
Bunyan’s half-brother Charles, who dies shortly afterwards.

End of the First Civil War. Episcopacy abolished. Bunyan volun-
teers for service in Ireland (but does not serve).

The Army Debates at Putney concerning democracy and the con-
stitution. Bunyan is demobilised and he returns to his father’s house
in Elstow.
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1648

1649

1650

1651
1652

1653

1655

1656

1657

1658

1659

Xiv

CHRONOLOGY

Second Civil War (to 1649). Colonel Pride’s purge of the Long
Parliament to secure a majority for bringing the King to trial,
creating the ‘Rump’ Parliament.

Trial and execution of Charles I. Monarchy and the House of Lords
abolished. Commonwealth proclaimed. Bunyan marries his first
wife, whose name is not recorded (four children born of the
union). She brings as a dowry Arthur Dent’s The Plaine Mans
Path-way to Heaven (1601) and Lewis Bayly’s The Practise of
Pietie (16127).

Birth of Bunyan’s first child Mary, who is blind. Spiritual awakening
after an encounter with ‘three or four poor women’. Starts meeting
with the separatist congregation of John Gifford in Bedford.

Thomas Hobbes’s Leviathan.
First Anglo-Dutch War (to 1654).

Cromwell becomes Lord Protector. Margaret Cavendish’s Poerms,
and Fancies.

Moves from Elstow to Bedford. Admitted a full member of the
Bedford congregation, possibly after accepting baptism by total
immersion. Begins to preach. Death of John Gifford, succeeded by
John Burton,

Margaret Cavendish’s Natures Pictures. Bunyan’s first printed
work, Some Gospel-truths Opened, against the Quakers.

First Fifth-Monarchist rising in London led by Thomas Venner.
Cromwell refuses the crown. A Vindication ... of Some Gospel-
Truths Opened.

Death of Oliver Cromwell. Richard Cromwell becomes Lord
Protector. Richard Allestree’s The Whole Duty of Man. Death of
Bunyan’s first wife. A Few Sighs from Hell, one of his most popular
non-fiction works.

Collapse of Richard Cromwell’s Protectorate and restoration of the
Rump Parliament. Bunyan marries his second wife, Elizabeth (three
children born of the union). Supposed at this date to have written
a tract in support of a woman accusing Quakers of witchcraft.
His right to preach is challenged by Thomas Smith, keeper of
Cambridge University Library and Professor of Arabic. The



1660

I661

1662

1663

1664

1665

CHRONOLOGY

Doctrine of the Law and Grace Unfolded, Bunyan’s exposition of
his doctrinal principles.

Collapse of the Commonwealth and restoration of the full Long
Parliament which votes to restore monarchy and for its own dis-
solution. Declaration of Breda. Charles II returns to England.
Reopening of the theatres with actresses on stage. Founding mem-
bers of the Royal Society begin meeting. Samuel Pepys begins his
Diary (which he continues until 1669). Death of the Bedford con-
gregation’s minister, John Burton. William Wheeler is offered the
pastorate, but declines. Bunyan arrested for illegal preaching in the
hamlet of Lower Samsell (Bedfordshire). His wife Elizabeth gives
premature birth to an infant who dies shortly afterwards.

Venner’s second Fifth-Monarchist rising in London. Corporation
Act requiring all municipal officers to swear the oaths of allegiance,
supremacy and non-resistance. Mirabilis Annus, Or The Year of
Prodigies and Wonders (Second Part, 1662). Bunyan prosecuted
under a 1593 Elizabethan Act and sentenced (remains in prison
until 1672). Proceedings later published as A Relation of the
Imprisonment of Mr John Bunyan (1765), usually reprinted with
Grace Abounding. Publication of his first poem, Profitable
Meditations.

Quaker Act. Ejection of Puritan ministers who refuse to conform as
required by the Act of Uniformity re-establishing the episcopal
Church of England (24 August). Licensing Act. Charles II marries
Catherine of Braganza. I Will Pray with the Spirit (?).

Shakespeare’s Third Folio. Samuel Butler’s Hudibras (Second Part,
1664; Third Part, 1678). Roger L’Estrange appointed Surveyor of
the Press. Samuel Fenne and John Whitman elected co-pastors of
the Bedford congregation. Prison-Meditations, Bunyan’s second
verse collection, Christian Bebaviour, a conduct book and A
Mapp Shewing the Order & Causes of Salvation & Damnation (?).

First Conventicle Act. Lucy Hutchinson begins writing the Memoirs
of the Life of Colonel Hutchinson (first published 1806).

Five Mile Act. Bubonic plague. Second Anglo-Dutch War (to
1667). The Holy City, The Resurrection of the Dead (?); One
Thing is Needful (?) and Ebal and Gerizzim (?), two verse
collections.
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1666

1667

1668

1669

1670

1671

1672

1673

1674

CHRONOLOGY

Great Fire of London. Margaret Cavendish’s Observations upon
Experimental Philosophy. To which is added ... A New Blazing
World. Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, Bunyan’s spiri-
tual autobiography.

Milton’s Paradise Lost. John Dryden’s Annus Mirabilis. Thomas
Sprat’s History of the Royal Society. Poems of Katherine Philips
(the ‘matchless Orinda’). Fall of Charles II’s first minister, Edward
Hyde, Earl of Clarendon.

John Dryden created Poet Laureate. Bunyan probably begins writ-
ing The Pilgrim’s Progress while still imprisoned.

The Holy City.

Second Conventicle Act. Treaty of Dover secretly concluded
between Charles I and Louis XIV, committing Charles to return
England to Roman Catholicism. Samuel Parker’s A Discourse of
Ecclesiastical Politie. Twenty-eight members of the Bedford con-
gregation are arrested at an illegal conventicle.

John Milton’s Paradise Regain’d and Samson Agonistes.

Andrew Marvell’s The Rebearsal Transpros’d (Second Part, 1673).
Bunyan elected pastor of the Bedford congregation (January).
Declaration of Indulgence (March). Third Anglo-Dutch War (to
1674). Bunyan released from prison and applies for a licence to
preach as a Congregationalist at the house of Josiah Ruffhead, a
cordwinder. Controversy with the Anglican Edward Fowler and
the ‘closed-communion’ Baptists recorded respectively in A
Defence of the Doctrine of Justification, by Faith in Jesus Christ
and A Confession of my Faith (followed by Differences in Judgment
upon Water-Baptism, no Bar to Communion).

Declaration of Indulgence withdrawn. Anti-Catholic Test Act.
Charles II's brother and heir, James, Duke of York, refuses to
take the sacrament at Easter and marries the Italian Catholic
Mary of Modena, raising the prospect of a Roman Catholic ruling
dynasty. The Barren Fig-Tree. Bunyan pursues his controversy with
the Baptists with Peaceable Principles And True.

Death of John Milton. Bunyan causes a scandal by riding on horse-
back with a young maid, Agnes Beaumont. Her Narrative of the
Persecution of Agnes Beaumont will be published in 1760.



1675

1676

1677

1678

1679

1680

I681

1682

1683

1684

CHRONOLOGY

Charles I cancels the licences formerly issued in accordance with
the Declaration of Indulgence. Rebuilding of St Paul’s Cathedral
by Christopher Wren begins (completed 1711). Bunyan goes into
hiding for a few months, possibly finding refuge with London
Congregationalists. Instruction for the Ignorant, a catechism, and
Light for Them that Sit in Darkness.

George Etherege, The Man of Mode. Bishop Henry Compton’s
census of religious nonconformity. Death of Bunyan’s father.
Beginning of his second imprisonment (December 1676 to June
1677). Released, probably thanks to the intervention of John
Owen. The Strait Gate, Saved by Grace.

Andrew Marvell’s An Account of the Growth of Popery, and
Arbitrary Government. Aphra Behn, The Rover. William of
Orange marries Mary, daughter of the Duke of York and his
wife, the late Ann Hyde, daughter of Clarendon.

Popish Plot. Death of Andrew Marvell. First Part of The Pilgrim’s
Progress published by Nathaniel Ponder. Come, & Welcome, to
Jesus Christ, one of Bunyan’s most popular non-fiction works.

Death of Thomas Hobbes. Fall of the first minister, Sir Thomas
Osborne, Earl of Danby. Beginning of the ‘Exclusion Crisis’ (to
1681). Lapse of the Licensing Act. A Treatise of the Fear of God.

Death of John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, and publication of his
Poems. The Life and Death of Mr Badman.

Andrew Marvell’s Miscellaneous Poems. John Dryden’s Absalom
and Achitophel. The opposition leader Anthony Ashley Cooper,
Earl of Shaftesbury, imprisoned and later released when a London
Grand Jury issues a verdict of ignoramus.

Spurious ‘second’ part of The Pilgrim’s Progress by the General
Baptist Thomas Sherman. The Holy War, The Greatness of the Soul.

Rye House Plot. Foundation of the Ashmolean Museum. A Case of
Conscience Resolved against separate women assemblies.

Suicide of the apostate John Child, once a member of the Bedford
congregation. Aphra Behn’s Love-Letters Between a Noble-Man
and bis Sister (Second Part, 1685, Third Part, 1687). Authentic
Second Part of The Pilgrim’s Progress, A Holy Life, Seasonable
Counsel, A Caution to Stir Up Against Sin.

xvil



1685

1686
1687

1688

1689

1690

1692

Xviii

CHRONOLOGY

Death of Charles II. Accession of James II. Unsuccessful rebellion
of Charles II’s illegitimate son, James, Duke of Monmouth.
Revocation of the Edict of Nantes. Licensing Act renewed for
seven years. Aphra Behn’s Miscellany. Montaigne’s Essays trans-
lated by Charles Cotton. Questions about the Nature and
Perpetuity of the Seventh-Day-Sabbath against the Sabbatarians
worshipping on Saturdays, A Discourse upon the Pharisee and
the Publicane.

A Book for Boys and Girls: Or, Country Rhimes for Children.

James’s Declaration of Indulgence suspending the Test and
Corporation Acts. John Dryden’s The Hind and the Panther,
Isaac Newton’s Principia Mathematica.

Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko. Mary of Modena gives birth to a son.
Reissue of the Declaration of Indulgence. Trial and acquittal of the
‘Seven Bishops’ who opposed the Declaration. William of Orange
lands at Brixham (Torbay, Devon). James flees to France. Bunyan
dies in London, 31 August, at the house of the grocer John
Strudwick, in Holborn. Interred in Strudwick’s tomb in the dissent-
ing cemetery of Bunhill Fields. Solomon’s Temple Spiritualiz’d, A
Discourse of ... the House of God, The Water of Life, The
Advocateship of Jesus Christ, Good News for the Vilest of Men.
Posthumous publication of An Exhortation to Peace and Unity and
Bunyan’s deathbed sayings, both spurious.

Death of Aphra Behn. Crown offered to William and Mary.
Declaration of Rights. Toleration Act. John Locke’s first Letter
Concerning Toleration (a second and third follow in 1690 and
1692), Two Treatises on Government (dated 1690). Posthumous
publication of Bunyan’s Last Sermon and The Acceptable Sacrifice.

John Locke’s Essay Concerning Human Understanding.

Death of Elizabeth Bunyan. Bunyan’s friend Charles Doe publishes
The Works of That Eminent Servant of Christ, Mr John Bunyan
in folio, including twelve previously unpublished pieces (An
Exposition on ... Genesis, Of Justification by an Imputed
Righteousness, Paul’s Departure and Crown, Of the Trinity and a
Christian, Of the Law and a Christian, Israel’s Hope Encouraged,
The Desire of the Righteous Granted, The Saints Privilege and
Profit, Christ a Compleat Saviour, The Saints Knowledge of



1694
1696

1698

CHRONOLOGY

Christ’s Love, A Discourse of the House of the Forest of Lebanon,
Of Antichrist, and His Ruine),

George Fox’s Journal.

Richard Baxter’s Reliquiae Baxterianae published by Matthew
Sylvester.

Charles Doe publishes The Heavenly Foot-man, possibly composed
by Bunyan in late 1667 or early 1668, its central metaphor antici-
pating The Pilgrim’s Progress.



