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Quick Checklist (Principal sections
which discuss these issues)

Target lexical items

¢ Do any lexical characteristics potentially confound your results? (2.1
2.4, 4.5)

Have you taken frequency into account? (2.5)

Does L1 influence potentially confound your results? (2.6)

Is your sampling rate sufficient to make your results meaningful? (4.6)
Have you considered including formulaic sequences as well as individual
words? (3)

Measurement instruments

Are they valid, reliable, and appropriate for your participants? (5)

Are they suitable for answering your research questions? (whole book)

Are you measuring receptive or productive mastery, or both? (2.8)

Have you considered measuring word knowledge aspects besides meaning

and form? (1.1.5, 4.3, 5.3)

Have you considered measuring depth of lexical knowledge? (5.3)

e Have you considered measuring lexical organization and speed of
processing? (2.4, 2.11, 5.4, 5.5)

¢ If the study is focused on acquisition, is previous lexical knowledge deter-
mined or controlled for? (5.1.2)

o If the study is focused on acquisition, are there delayed posttests? (4.4)

Participants

¢ Are there enough participants to make the study viable? (4.2)

Corpus issues

e Is the corpus you use appropriate for your research questions? (1.1.4,
3.8,6.2)
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xii Quick Checklist

Reporting

Were the units of counting clearly described? (5.2.1)

Did you discuss the absolute size of any gain/attrition? (4.7)

Did you report effect sizes? (4.7)

Are your interpretations and conclusions warranted based on your
results? (4.7)

Bottom line

¢ Is your study interesting?
e Is your study useful to anyone?



General Editors’ Preface

Research and Practice in Applied Linguistics is an international book series from
Palgrave Macmillan which brings together leading researchers and teachers
in Applied Linguistics to provide readers with the knowledge and tools they
need to undertake their own practice related research. Books in the series
are designed for students and researchers in Applied Linguistics, TESOL,
Language Education and related subject areas, and for language profession-
als keen to extend their research experience.

Every book in this innovative series is designed to be user-friendly, with
clear illustrations and accessible style. The quotations and definitions of key
concepts that punctuate the main text are intended to ensure that many, often
competing, voices are heard. Each book presents a concise historical and con-
ceptual overview of its chosen field, identifying many lines of enquiry and
findings, but also gaps and disagreements. It provides readers with an overall
framework for further examination of how research and practice inform each
other, and how practitioners can develop their own problem-based research.

The focus throughout is on exploring the relationship between research
and practice in Applied Linguistics. How far can research provide answers
to the questions and issues that arise in practice? Can research questions
that arise and are examined in very specific circumstances be informed by,
and inform, the global body of research and practice? What different kinds
of information can be obtained from different research methodologies?
How should we make a selection between the options available, and how far
are different methods compatible with each other? How can the results of
research be turned into practical action?

The books in this series identify some of the key researchable areas in
the field and provide workable examples of research projects, backed up
by details of appropriate research tools and resources. Case studies and
exemplars of research and practice are drawn on throughout the books.
References to key institutions, individual research lists, journals and profes-
sional organizations provide starting points for gathering information and
embarking on research, The books also include annotated lists of key works
in the field for further study.

The overall objective of the series is to illustrate the message that in Applied
Linguistics there can be no good professional practice that isn’t based on good
research, and there can be no good research that isn't informed by practice.

Christopher N. Candlin and David R. Hall
Macquarie University, Sydney
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Preface

This is a vocabulary research manual. It aims to give you the background
knowledge necessary to design rigorous and effective research studies into
the behavior of L1 and L2 vocabulary. It can also help you better under-
stand other people’s research and interpret it more accurately. In order to
keep the manual to a reasonable length, I assume that you already have
an understanding of basic research methodology for language research in
general, and also have a basic understanding of statistics. I also assume you
have a general understanding of vocabulary issues. The. manual will build
on this knowledge and discuss the issues which have particular importance
for vocabulary research. The exception to these assumptions of previous
knowledge is statistical knowledge about corpus linguistics (e.g. t-score and
MI), which is mote specific to vocabulary research, and so the calculations
behind these statistical procedures are spelled out in Chapter 3. In addi-
tion, I have almost always built descriptions of terminology and concepts
into the text, but in a few cases have added Concept Boxes to supplement
the text.

I did not want this book to be just my personal take on vocabulary
research, but rather wished it to be a consensus state-of-the-art research
manual. While it inevitably reflects my own interests and biases (and uses
many of the studies I have been involved with for illustration), I have been
extremely fortunate that many of my friends in the field of vocabulary stud-
ies have been willing to read all or parts of the book and provide comments.
I often incorporated their insightful critiques more-or-less directly into the
text, and the final version of the book is greatly improved by the proc-
ess. As a result, I feel that the book does reflect a (somewhat personalized)
consensus view of good vocabulary research practice. While many of my
colleagues might do certain things differently than indicated in this book,
it does indicate the major issues which need to be considered to carry out
worthwhile vocabulary research, and hopefully will help you to avoid many
of the pitfalls that exist.

Although most of the issues discussed in this handbook pertain to vocab-
ulary research in any language, the majority of research to date has been
on English, including my own personal research. Almost inevitably, this
has led to the majority of examples and citations referring to the English
language. There is no value judgement intended in this, and I hope you are
able to take the ideas and techniques and apply them to the languages you
are researching.

Xxiv



Preface xv

This handbook can't tell you the exact research methodologies to use,
as every lexical study is different, entailing unique goals and difficulties.
However, 1 have tried to provide enough background information about
the nature of vocabulary and discussion of possible research methodologies
to help guide you in thinking about the issues necessary in selecting and
developing sound methodologies for the lexical research you wish to do.

I love vocabulary research, and with so many questions still unanswered,
I want to encourage as much of it as I can. I hope this book stimulates you
to begin researching vocabulary yourself, or to keep researching if you are
" already at it. It is a fascinating area, and I hope to hear your results at a
future conference and/or read them in a future journal.

Norbert Schmitt
Nottingham June 1, 2009
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Part 1
Overview of Vocabulary Issues






1

Vocabulary Use and Acquisition

This is a vocabulary research manual whose primary goal is to provide readers.
with a solid foundation of vocabulary research methodology, both in terms
of good research practice, and in terms of the common pitfalls to avoid. But
in doing research, we must always make methodology serve the research
issues we are interested in exploring. The issues which attract the most atten-
tion (and thus research) in the field of vocabulary concern the nature of
lexis, its employment in language use, and the best ways of facilitating its
acquisition. In order to design good vocabulary research on these issues, one
must be on good terms with what the field already knows about these issues.
There are a number of good overviews/collections which should be reviewed
to gain a general understanding of vocabulary and its behavior (e.g. Bogaards
and Laufer, 2004; Carter, 1998; Coady and Huckin, 1997; Daller, Milton, and
Treffers-Daller, 2007; Hunt and Beglar, 1998, 2005; McCarthy, 1990; Meara,
2009; Nation, 1990, 2001; Read, 2000, 2004; Schmitt, 2000, 2008; Schmitt
and McCarthy, 1997; Singleton, 1999). This chapter of the book will follow up
on the information in these publications and highlight ten key issues which
must be taken into account when designing vocabulary research. They are
outlined below and have direct implications for the discussion of methodol-
ogy in the following chapters of the book. I will then identify a number of
important vocabulary issues about which we do not yet have much knowl-
edge, and how these gaps affect lexical research.!

1.1 Ten key issues

1.1.1 Vocabulary is an important component of language use

Quote 1.1 Wilkins on the importance of vocabulary for
communication '

Without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can
be conveyed.

(1972: 111)



