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INTRODUCTION

This book is intended for upper-intermediate level
students who wish to improve their pronunciation and,
at the same time, practise the new grammar and
vocabulary that they have been studying. It is designed
as part of the Headway course and each of the twelve
units in this book is closely linked to the twelve
corresponding units of Headway Upper-Intermediate.
However, most of the material in Headway
Pronunciation could easily be used by upper-
intermediate students following other courses. The
exercises are suitable either for classroom use or for
students working independently.

@® Syllabus

All the main pronunciation problems of foreign learners
are covered in this book, in five sections:

1 Sounds and Spelling These exercises look at
sound/spelling patterns, silent letters, and individual
sounds or groups of sounds that cause problems to
speakers of various languages. These languages are
indicated in the exercises as follows:

@ Japanese

@ German @ Greek
@ Spanish ® Hungarian ® Portuguese
® French @ Italian @ Turkish

The exercises include diagrams showing how the
sounds are made correctly.

2 Connected speech These exercises look at the way
that the pronunciation of individual words can
change when they are part of a phrase, a sentence, or
a longer text. In particular, they deal with weak and
strong forms, word linking, and phrasing. Every
other unit contains either a text for reading aloud or
a dictation.

3 Intonation (and sentence stress) These exercises look
at the most common intonation patterns and
problems in English. They train students to hear
different types of intonation and provide practice in
some of the most common areas where problems
occur; for example, showing agreement and
disagreement, giving advice, criticizing tactfully, and
so on.

4 Word focus These exercises look at groups of words
where there are problems with sounds and word
stress. Usually these are Latin-based words with
problematic prefixes and suffixes, but there are also
homophones and homographs, compound
adjectives, multi-word verbs/nouns, and lexical sets.

5 Everyday English These exercises look at-areas
where meaning is normally internationally
understood, but where pronunciation is often
difficult; for example, spelling aloud, saying
horoscope signs, or saying percentages.

In each unit there are exercises on each of these five
areas.

@ Integration with the Headway
course

As well as providing a systematic pronunciation syllabus,
the exercises in Headway Pronunciation aim to extend
and consolidate the work done in the main Headway
coursebook. Wherever possible they relate to the
grammar and vocabulary introduced in the Student’s
Book, providing the opportunmnity for either further
practice or revision. Often they make use of the Reading
and Listening texts that appear in the Student’s Book.
The link with the main course material is indicated in the
Contents Pages of this book.

@ Using Headway Pronunciation

The exercises in this book can be used in a number of
ways. All are suitable for use in class, and some include
pairwork and groupwork. However, almost all of the
exercises can be used equally by the student working
independently — in a language laboratory, in a self-access
centre, or at home. Those exercises ideally to be used in
a language laboratory are indicated with the following
symbol:
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@ Tapes

Headway Pronunciation is accompanied by three tapes,
which provide all the necessary models and practice
material. The tape material for each exercise is often
divided into sections (A, B, C, etc.). The following type of
symbol in the exercise indicates exactly which tape
material is to be used:

TA1A.
4

3

section of tape

exercise number

unit number

If the words that occur on the tape are not given exactly
in the exercise then the tapescript is provided in the key
at the back of the book.

@® Key

As in the rest of the Headway course, the student is
encouraged to work out rules for him or herself, through
directed questions. The answers to these questions are
provided in the key at the back of the book. The key also
provides the necessary answers to exercises, as well as
tapescripts not given in the exercise itself. Entries in the
key are indicated with this symbol:

@® The phonemic alphabet

The phonemic symbols used in this book are the ones
used in all Oxford Dictionaries. More or less the same
symbols are used in most other modern dictionaries and
coursebooks too. Because English pronunciation/
spelling rules are very irregular, it is very important for
students to know the phonemic alphabet if they want to
use dictionaries independently, outside the classroom. It
is also essential for students to be familiar with the
symbols if they want to use this book properly. An extra
unit is therefore included at the beginning of the book,
designed to teach the phonemic alphabet. There are also
regular transcription exercises in the Word focus
exercises, to practise reading the phonemic script.

@ Terminology

Many students will not be familiar with the basic
terminology of phonetics. Below is a list of terms used in
this book, together with examples. Use these pages as a
reference while you are using the book.

Vowels There are five vowels in English-a, e, i,

o,and u.

There are twelve vowel sounds in English
represented by the phonemic symbols
[l /vl ol lallel,lal,l3:,
{o:/,/o/,/al, /&l and/a:/.

Vowel
sounds

viii

Diphthongs

Schwa

Consonants

Consonant
sounds

Voiced
sounds

Voiceless
sounds

Weak and
strong forms

There are eight diphthongs in English -
lar/,lav/,/etl,/eal,l1a/,/du/,
/va/,and/o1/. They are made from two
vowel sounds put together. The first
sound is longer than the second sound.

The sound/ o/ asin the / ®a/. This is the
most common vowel sound in English. It
is never stressed and is often found in
weak forms.

The letters of the alphabet that are not
vowels-b,c,d,f, g, h,j,k,l,m,n,p,q,
r,s,t, v,w,x,y,and z.

The sounds made by the letters above. In
the phonemic alphabet there are these
additional symbols/0/,/8/,/ [/,
/3l,/tf/,/d3/,and/g/.c,q,x,andy
are not phonemic symbols.

Sounds where the voice is needed to
make the sound. All vowels and
diphthongs are voiced, and so are the
following consonant sounds:
Ibl,Iv18/1,1d1l,/z/,13],
/dz/,/g/,/m/,/nl, /gl /Wl 1]l
/1/,and/r/.

Sounds where the voice is not needed to
make the sounds:

Ip/, /50,1001t /sl,/f/,/h/
/tf/,and/k/.

Many auxiliary verbs (like are, was, have,
can etc.), prepositions (like at, for, from,
to etc.), pronouns and possessives (like
you and your) have two different
pronunciations. In the strong form the
vowel is fully pronounced. In the weak
form it is shortened so that we can say the

*word more quickly. Often the vowel in

the weak form is a schwa (/9/) sound.

Example Weak form Strong form

have Have / hav/ Yes, I have.
you been /haev/
home?

at He isn’t at What are you
ot/ looking at
home. /&t /?

your CanIborrow  That’s not
your/ja/ your/ja:/
pen? pen, it’s

mine.



Word
stress

Sentence
stress

Main stress
in sentences

The strongest syllable in a word is the
syllable with the stress on it. All words
have a stressed syllable when you say
them individually, but we do not mark
the stress in one-syllable words. In this
book word stress is marked like this:

]
syllable

In dictionaries it is marked like this:

'syllable

In the same way, some syllables in the
sentence are stronger than others. In a
sentence, the stressed syllables are in the
words that give the main message of the
sentence, usually nouns, verbs, and
adjectives. In this book, sentence stress is
marked with boxes like this:

O
Karen has broken her new glasses.

In any phrase or sentence there is one
stress that is stronger than the others.
This is the main stress. In this book it is
marked with a black box like this:

O
A How are you?

[ |
B Fine.

O
A And how are your wife and the two

|
girls?

There can be more than one main stress
in a sentence or phrase. If there is only
one syllable in a phrase, then this must be
the main stress. The main stress is often
at the end of the sentence.

Intonation Intonation is the ‘music’ in the voice. It
can go up (rising intonation) or down
(falling intonation). Sometimes it does
both (fall-rise) or (rise-fall). The main
intonation always comes with the main
stress in the sentence. In this book
intonation is shown like this:

Falling: @,  Where are you from?

O
Rising: @} Do you like animals?
A
Fall-rise: BN_* Yes . . .

, N
Rise-fall: L'\ Really?

Word This often happens when people are
linking speaking fast. The sounds of one word
change a little so that we can say it
together with the next word more
quickly. There are four main types of
word linking:

1 When the sound at the end of the first
word moves onto the front of the next
word:

t
Get out!.
u

2 When the sound at the end of the first
word disappears:

I've foun\x the money.

3 When the sound at the end of the first
word changes:

/9,
You shou}q go home.

4 When thereis anextra/w/,/j/or
/ r / sound between the two words:

Here we are.
N/ j 17

Go away!
Nw i/

Africa and Asia.
Nicl
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THE PHONEMIC ALPHABET

Introduction

Unit Zero is intended for students who do not already
know the phonemic symbols used in English. If you
already know them but would like to revise them you
should go straight to 0.6. Sounds that cause particular
problems are practised elsewhere in the book, not here.

It is important to learn the phonemic alphabet because
the relationship between spelling and pronunciation is
so irregular in English. With the phonemic alphabet, you
can work out pronunciation for yourself from the
dictionary. It is also essential for using this book.

The phonemic symbols and spellings used in this book
are the same as those used in the Oxford Advanced
Learner’s Dictionary (A. S. Hornby, Oxford University
Press). More or less the same symbols are used in most
other modern dictionaries and textbooks.

It is not difficult to learn the phonemic alphabet.
However, it is probably best not to try to learn all of it
together. You are advised to do these six exercises on
separate days. When you go on to the next exercise, it is
a good idea to revise the symbols that you have already
learned.

1 Vowels (1)

1

8]

' T.0.1.A. | Listen to the following pairs of sounds.
Can you hear the difference between each pair?

li:] see /1] sit
/u:/ too /uv/ put
/2:] saw /ol got

Listen again and repeat. Try to memorize the symbol
for each sound.

What do the following symbols transcribe?
a. /pot/ pot i /fidl/

b. /bil/ j. Isict/
c. /da:/ k. /sik/
d. /ti:/ 1. /bo:t/
e. /skot/ m. /wul/
f. /pol/ n. /tru:/
g. /fu:d/ o. /so:t/
h. /hu:/ p. /kud/
—0

' T.0.1.B. | Listen and write in the correct symbol for
the word you hear.

God /g d/ g. bit /b t/
foot /f t/ h. boot /b t/

o

c. feet /f t/. i. book /b k/
d. do /d / j. worn /w  n/
e. lead /1 d/ k. it /f t/

f. four /f / l. what /w t/
—0
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2 Vowels (2)

1

(§]

' T.0.2.A. | Listen to the following pairs of sounds.
Can you hear the difference between the vowel
sounds in each pair?

/el ten / @/ hat
/a:/ arm /Al cup
/3:/ fur /al ago

Listen again and repeat. Try to memorize the symbol
for each sound.

What are the following professions?

a. /n3:s/

b. /'batla/

c. /'ekta/

d. /'®ktras/
e. /'fa:ma/
f. /'wa:rka/
g. /'da:nsa/
h. /'plama/
i. /'sekratri/

j- /'ba:man/

—0

' T.0.2B. | Listen and match the words in each group
to the correct transcription on the right.

1. bell a. /bil/
bu11><:b. /bul/
bill c. /bel/
ball d. /bo: 1/

2. fool a. /fo:l/
full b. /fel/
fell c. /fu:l/
fall d. /ful/

3. hat a. /ha:t/
hut b. /h3:t/
hurt c. /hat/
heart d. /hat/

4. purse a. /p3:s/
puss b. /pa:s/
pass c. /pits/
piece d. /pus/

5. fist a. /fiist/
fast b. /fa: st/
first c. /fist/
feast d. /f3:st/

6. cot a. /ko:t/
court b. /ket/
cat c. /kot/
cut d. /kat/

™0

3 Consonants

1

' T.0.3.A.  Many of the symbols for the consonants
are easy to recognize. This is how they sound in
English:

/p/ pen /sl so

/b/ bad lzl zoo
[t/ tea /h/ how
/d/ did /m/ man
/k/ cat /n/ no

/gl got /1] leg
/f/ fall /r] red
/v [ voice /w/l wet

Listen again and mark with a = any of the consonants
that sound very different in your language. (Most of
them will sound a little different.) Try to memorize
the consonants that you have nrarked.

| T.0.3.B. | The following consonants are more
difficult:

/6 / thin /d/ then
/[ she / 3/ vision
/tf/ chin /dz/ June
/g/ sing /j! yes

Listen again and try to memorize them.

Cover the words and symbols in 3 above and try to
match the symbols to the words.

/ol yes
/51 vision
/dz/ then
10/ chin
/tf/ thin
13/ sing
151 she
13/ June

Check your answers.

X1
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Xii

| T.0.3.C. | Listen to the words and circle the correct
transcription.

1. washing

a. /'weaetfin/ c. /'wotfig/
b. /'wofig/ d. /'wafig/
2. chip

a. /tfip/ c. /Jip/

b. /tfi:p/ d. /fi:p/
3. these

a. /0i:z/ c. /161z/

b. /d1z/ d. /di:z/
4. thought

a. /6ot / c. /6a:t/
b. /8a:t/ d. /oot /
5. thank

a. /Bznk/ c. /dxnk/
b. /denk / d. /6enk/
6. short

a. /tfo:t/ c. /Jot/

b. /fa:t/ d. /[3:t/
7. use

a. /jurz/ c. furz/
b. /dzu: z/ d. /u:s/

8. jaw o

a. /tfa:/ c. /ja:/

b. /dza:/ d. /dzo:w/
—0

4 Diphthongs (1)

. T.0.4. | Diphthongs consist of two vowel sounds
put together. Listen to the way the following
diphthongs are made.

/er/ page /auv/now /ai/ five /o1/ join
Listen again and repeat. Try to memorize the symbol

for each diphthong.

Transcribe the folloWing words.

a. /bor/ j. /tJarld/

b. /werv/ k. /'weidziz/

c. /haid/ 1. /faut/

d. /de1/ - m. /tfors/

e. /hau/ n. /far/

f. /rart/ - o. /'deindza/

o. /faund/ p. /en'dzord/

h. /boilig/ q. /'aida/ .
i. /8er/ r. /'[auva/

—0

Work with a partner. Can you think of other words
with these diphthong sounds that are spelled in the
same way?

Examples
boy-toy
found-sound

Check your answers in a dictionary.
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5 Diphthongs (2)

1 | T.05.A. | Listen to how these diphthongs are méde.

/auv/ home /1a/ near
/ea/ hair /va/ pure*

* This diphthong is very rare. Some native speakers
of English never use it. They use / 5: / instead.

2 Listen again and repeat. Try to memorize the symbol
for each diphthong.

3 | T.05.B. | Listen to the words on the left and circle
the correct transcription on the right.

1. pair a. /per/ b.
2. rice a. /reis/ b. /rais/
3. grow a. /grauv/ b. /gret/
4. care a. /kea/ b. /kav/
5. boil a. /baul/ b. /boil/
6. loud a. /loud/ b. /lavd/
7. day a. /dar/ b. /der/
8. beer a. /bia/ b. /bea/
9. toe a. /tua/ b. /tau/
10. night a. /nait/  b. /nout/
11. dear a. /dea/ b. /dia/
12. fare a. /fea/ b. /fra/
—0

4 What s the other word in each pair?
™0

5 Cover the words and symbols in 1 above. Try to
match the symbol on the left with the word
containing it on the right.

ler/ pure
[au/ five
[ar/ \ now
lav/ home
[o1/ hair
[1a/ join
leal near
lval page

Check your answers.

6 Revision

1

Workin pairs. Look at the list of phonemic symbols

. on page 84 and write down ten symbols that you
~ think your partner might still confuse. Show your

partner the symbols and ask him or her to give you a
word with that sound in it. If you disagree about any
words then check them in the dictionary.

| T.0.6. | Allthe words below are parts of the body.
Can you remember what they all mean?

Listen and fill in the missing symbols in the
transcriptions.

a. face /f s/

b. eyes/ z/

c. ears/ z/

d. nose /n z/

e. cheeks /tf ks/
f. mouth /m 6/

g. teeth /ti: /

h. tongue /ta_ /

i. chin/ _m/

j. jaw /[ o:/

k. shoulder /' auld
. arm / _ m/

m. elbow /'elb /
n. hand /h  nd/

o. thumb /6 m/
p. finger /'f g /
q. chest / est/

r. waist /w st/

s. hips /h _ ps/

t. bottom /'b_ t _m/
u. thigh /  ar/

v. knee /n_ /

w. shin / 1/

x. ankle / pkl/

foot /f t/
—0

e
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the Student’s Book

Stress and intonation

Criticizing tactfully

following from the exercise on expressing
negative qualities on page 70 of the
Student’s Book

Corrective stress
following from the exercise on sentence
?Ji:ding on page 74 of the Student’s Book

Showing strong and mixed feelings
following from the exercise on modifiers
on page 75 of the Student’s Book

Everyday English
Words for describing shapes

following from the Vocabulary input on
page 72 of the Student’s Book
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50
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53

54

54



UNIT9

®
1

10

o
11

Sounds and spelling
The sounds/b/and/v/

OO

Silentletter 'b"
The pronunciation of the letters ‘ea’
using words occurring in Unit 9

Word focus
More complex family relationships

leading to the discussion point on page 76
of the Student’s Book

Words commonly confused because of
their pronunciation

following from the Revision on page 82 of
the Student’s Book

O

Connected speech
Word linking

following from the Vocabulary input on
page 80 of the Student’s Book

Weak forms with modals of deduction

following from the Controlled Practice
exercises on page 82 of the Student’s Book

Reading aloud

from The Wedding of Zeina by Ahdaf
Soueif

O

Stress and intonation
Intonation in Wh-questions

following from the writing exercises on
pages 80 and 81 of the Student’s Book

Stress in multi-word verbs

following from the Vocabulary input on
page 79 of the Student’s Book

O

Everyday English
Ranks and titles
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56

56

97

37
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58

59

60

60

61

UNIT 10

®
1
2
3

ok

o @

“Everyday English

Sounds and spelling

Silent letter ‘p’

The pronunciation of the letters ‘gh’
The pronunciation of the letter ‘v’

Word focus
Opposites with un-and dis-

Connected speech

Animal and other idioms

‘as  asa > following from
the Discussion point on page 83 of the
Student’s Book

used to, be/get used to, and usually

following the Controlled Practice exercises
on page 90 of the Student’s Book

Unpronounced plosives

Stress and intonation
Echo questions

Discrimination of wouldand hadin fast
speech

Different currencies
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67



UNIT 11

®
* 1

w

~0

Vi

Sounds and spelling
The sounds/tf/and/dz/

following the Reading on pages 93 and 94
of the Student’s Book

Different pronunciations of ‘s’
The pronunciation of the letters 'ph’

Word focus

Traffic signs and motoring vocabulary
following from the Vocabulary input on
page 95 of the Student’s Book

Connected speech

Sentence dictation

following from the exercise on sentence
combination on page 96 of the
Student’s Book

Third conditional

word counting and weak forms of the
auxiliary have

Stress and intonation
Surprise tag questions

following the Revision activities on
page 98 of the Student’s Book

Emphatic forms

decontracted auxiliaries and imperatives
with do following the Revision activities
on page 98 of the Student’s Book

" Everyday English

Abbreviations

68

69
69

70

71

72

72

73

74

UNIT 12

1

N

Sounds and spelling
The sounds/@®/and/e/

@O®O

Rhyming words
Silent letters round-up

O

Word focus
Stress in multi-word verbs and nouns

following from the Vocabulary input on
page 102 of the Student’s Book

Connected speech

Sentences with and without the indefinite
article

following from the Controlled Practice
activities on page 108 of the

Student’s Book

Word linking — graffiti

following the Reading on pages 100 and
101 of the Student’s Book

Stress and intonation
Exclamations

O

Stress patterns in words and sentences

following from the questionnaire on
pages 99 and 100 of the Student’s Book

Everyday English
Famous buildings, monuments, books and
works of art
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77
77

78

78

79

80

81

82



UNIT 1

® Sounds and spe"ing 2 [ T1.AB. | The following words come from the ~ -

Reading text on page 2 of the Student’s Book. Listen
to the first three examples and make sure you can
hear the difference between the three vowel sounds.

1 The sounds/i: /, /I/, and/ar/ Then listen to the others and mark them /1/,/a1/or
EOE@OOOEO® 1l
‘ /i
a. free g. bilingual
/1/
b. began h. recent
/a1/
c. time i. widespread
d. speak j.- business
e. dried k. language
f. people 1. pidgin
—0

3 Practise making the sounds. To make the sound /i: /
vour tongue should be high at the front of your
mouth and your lips should be spread as if you are
smiling, like this:

1 | T.1.1.A. | Here are some lines from Geoffrey

Chaucer’s famous poem The Canterbury Tales, ™
written in 1380. Chaucer’s English looks quite .

similar to modern English, but the pronunciation [/ @

was very different. Listen to an actor talking about

the passage and circle the words he mentions.

A knight ther was and that a worthy man
That, fro the time that he first bigan

to riden out, he loved chivalrye,

Trouthe and honour, fredom and curteisye.

0

In Chaucer’s day words were written as they were
pronounced. Today’s English is not so phonetic.
This is because, over the centuries, the
pronunciation of certain words has changed while
their spelling has remained fixed.

/1:/1s a long sound.



