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Words Commonly
Confused with Each Other
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ARBITER BR %
ASCETIC RBIRE - X7 K
AVERSE

 BAN 7H -84

CENSURE X -~ R
:OMPLACENT # &
OONTEMPTIBLE #i##9 - fEHt#m
COSMOPOLITAN MR %R A
CREDIBLE Ru] &g

' DEMURE ZX - %K i
DEPRECATE R} ~ B BRIy
DISCREET /M0 ~ # 1R
DISINTERESTED KB i
DIVERS MR - Ha@Emn
ELCIT 3l ~ itk

EMEND 17

EXULT HK

| GOURMET %#3

" EQUABLE 5 # - 48
INDIGENT RZ

INGENIOUS %M -
INTERNMENT #18 f

MAIZE Ex%

MARTIAL W$y -~ HEE
MENDACIOUS R

a supposedly unprejudiced judge
self-denying
disinc]ined HENEKE - A RAE

s 8

prohibition

tofind fault
self-satisfied; smug
despicable
sophisticated
believable

modest

to disapprove regretfully
judicious; prudent
unprejudiced
several

to extract

to correct a text or a manuscript
to rejoice

lover of good food
even-tempered

poor

clever

imprisonment

corn

warlike

untruthful



PERSONAL #.HM private

PERSPICACIOUS ¥ ~ #iMENH) shrewd

PRODIGAL B%R% - ¥ wasteful

REGAL BREM ~ #%H royal

SANCTION #5sEH ~ 4 authorization; penalty

SOCIAL pertaining to human society

URBAN #®iifty pertaining to the city

VENAL D@t - gl B corrupt; mercenary

ARBITRARY {E&fY -~ Wim prejudiced

AESTHETIC &M : pertaining to beauty

ADVERSE i%owg;dmm

BANE % -fi % woe

CEBSIR BHEE | to purge or remove offensive
passages

COMPLAISANT #¥EfR kindly; submissive

CONTEMPTUOUS #i&- &M scornful
METROPOLITAN H#) > X+#& pertaining to the city

CREDITABLE a[(gH) - BRH# worthy of praise

DEMUR E#&-EH to hesitate; raise objections
DEPRECIATE &4 M to undervalue
DISCRETE 43B8 separate
UNINTERESTED &% not intersted
DIVERSE A&y varied -
" ILLICIT 33 unlawful

AMEND &i to improve by making slight changes

g —




EXALT %

GOURMAND &#%Z%
EQUITABLE At #)
INDIGENOUS BiEM -~ %M
INGENUOUS &M
INTERMENT %

MAZE ## - 2KBE ~ X%
MARITAL 58
MENDICANT 4{t# ~f172Mm
personable ER
PERSPICUOUS "B
PRODIGIOUS R## ~BXM
to REGALE 5% -~ %&
SANCTITY ZE®RM
SOCIABLE =@M

URVANE #ihiRAf ~ Hiliem
VENIAL @IE0T « @3

to raise; praise highly

glutton

. just; fair

native

frank; naive

burial

confusing network
pertaining to marriage
begging; beggar
‘attractive

clear; lucid
extraordinarily large
to entertain lavishly
holiness
companionable
polished; suave

pardonable

w 8
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Prefixes:
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Prefixes would be very simple if each one always had only one meaning. Unfortu-
nately, this is not the case. Some of the commonest prefixes have' several
meanings—sometimes even opposite meanings. For example, the prefix in- some-
times means “'not,’’ as in ““inactive,’” but it can also mean “‘very ' —that is, it can
intensify rather than reverse the meaning of the word root it pregedes——as in
“‘insurgent.’’ It can also mean *'in’” or *on,” as in “‘infer."”’ To complicate matters
further, the prefix in- sometimes changes its form to l-, im-, or ir-, depending on
the word root that it is combined with. Thus “illegitimate,”” “‘imply,"" and ‘ir-
radiate’’ all have the same prefix, in-, but it both takes a different form and has a
different meaning in each word. Finally, English takes its prefixes from several
older languages, and identical prefixes can vary depending on which language they
came from, Thus the 4- prefix in ‘'averse’’ is from Latin and means '‘away’’ or
"*from"; the a- prefix.in ‘‘amoral’’ is from Greek and means ** without”’ or.“nol":
and the a- prefix in **aboard’’ is from Old English and means “*on’’ or *‘in."

7

Does this make it impossible to determine the meéaning of a prefix when you see
it in a particular word? No. As your verbal skilis increase, you will find that you
almost always sense the correct meaning of a prefix if you know all the things it can
mean. For example, the word ‘“‘irradiate,”” which- was mentioned above, might
confuse you if you had only a partial understanding of the prefix in-; you might
think the word meant ‘‘not radiate.’* Such a meaning would not rhake much sense
in typical contexts. But if you know that in- can intensity as weil 2s reverse the
meaning of the root word, you would have very littJe difficulty understanding
“irradiate’ in context; you would sense that “‘radiate’ rather than *'not radiate”"
was the basic meaning, even if you had never seen the word “‘irradiate’’ before.

Consequently it is well worth your while to study the prefixes that are listed
here. At first you may think that you are only confusing yours&[ Actually you are
increasing your awareness of words and their structure. The confusion will lessen
if you persevere. ‘

The list has been divided into prefixes of Old English, Latin,.and Greek origin.
Usually Latin prefixes go with L.  roots and Greek prefixes go with Greek roots,
but there are many exceptions.
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