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Preface

oLUME 3 of Mark Twain’s Notebooks & Journals provides a
continuous record of Samuel Clemens’ activities in the years from
1883 to 1891. The first notebook in the volume picks up that record
where the final notebook in volume 2 left off. Headnotes to the indi-
vidual notebooks offer detailed summaries of the period.

The texts for the nine notebooks included in this volume have been
prepared from the original documents in the Mark T'wain Papers in
The Bancroft Library at the University of California in Berkeley. A
calendar of the forty-nine Mark Twain notebooks known to exist, with
their dates, begins on page xix.

In order to avoid editorial misrepresentation and to preserve the
texture of autograph documents, Clemens’ entries are presented in
their original, often unfinished, form with most of their irregularities,
inconsistencies, errors, and cancellations unchanged. Clemens’ cancel-
lations are included in the text enclosed in angle brackets: {(word);
editorially-supplied conjectural readings are in square brackets: [word];
hyphens within square brackets stand for unreadable letters: [--]; and
editorial remarks are italicized and enclosed in square brackets: [blank
page]. A slash separates alternative readings which Clemens left unre-
solved: word /word. The separation of entries is indicated on the printed
page by extra space between lines; when the end of a manuscript entry

X



X Preface

coincides with the end of a page of the printed text, the symbol [#]
follows the entry. The Textual Introduction, which accompanies the
Textual Apparatus at the end of the volume (p. 651), provides a full
discussion of textual procedures. When unusual situations warrant,
specific textual problems are explained in headnotes or footnotes.

A series of documents encompassing Samuel Clemens’ adult life, a
life which ranged from Missouri villages to European capitals, must
contain many references so obscure they cannot be annotated and
many so well known their explanation would be redundant. Every
effort has been made to recover the obscure and to anticipate the
reader’s need for information not available in standard books of ref-
erence. Much of the information in the notes has been assembled
from unpublished sources or from sources not easily accessible. The
list of abbreviations (pp. xv—xvii) serves as a bibliography of fre-
quently cited publications.

The headnotes provide a general discussion of published material
that Mark Twain derived from each notebook, but no attempt has
been made to collate notebook entries with their development in
literary form except when such reference is necessary for an under-
standing of an entry. Literary themes or topics which are not readily
identifiable are annotated when it seems likely they might otherwise
escape the reader’s notice. But even these are treated selectively, with
no attempt to identify each instance in which ideas for characters or
episodes are reworked in the various phases of the author’s writing.
What appear to be tag lines for jokes persist throughout the note-
books. Variant repetitions when assembled sometimes provide the
substance of the anecdote, but since the form and language of these
stories were doubtless adjusted for the raconteur’s audience, their full
versions have been left to each reader’s imagination.

A number of entries in this volume are in German. The footnotes
provide translations of these entries in accord with Clemens’ expressed
view: “I have a prejudice against people who print things in a foreign
language and add no translation. When I am the reader, and the
author considers me able to do the translating myself, he pays me
quite a nice compliment,—but if he would do the translating for me
I would try to get along without the compliment” (A Tramp Abroad,
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chapter 16). The context of some of the short German entries—like
that of the more elusive shorter entries in English—is lost, and with-
out this context the German can sometimes yield several equally
plausible readings. No effort has been made to present all the possible
interpretations of ambiguous passages. The intention here has been
to provide functional translations, more literal than literary.

When annotation can offer no useful information to document a
troublesome entry, there is no statement of editorial failure. On one
occasion Clemens himself remarked: “One often finds notes in his
book which no longer convey a meaning—they were texts, but you
forget what you were going to say under them” (NG]Jz, p. 259). Later
editors can seldom be more successful than the original inscriber in
recovering the intention behind such entries.
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Abbreviations

THE FOLLOWING abbreviations have been used for citations in this
volume. Unless otherwise indicated, all materials quoted in the docu-
mentation are transcribed from originals in the Mark Twain Papers,
The Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.

Berg Henry W. and Albert A. Berg Collection, New York
Public Library.
CLW Charles L. Webster

Doheny Edward L. Doheny Memorial Library, Saint John's
Seminary, Camarillo, Calif.

DV Prefix designating literary manuscripts in the Mark
Twain Papers.

MS Manuscript

MTM Mark Twain Memorial, Hartford, Conn.

MTP Mark Twain Papers, The Bancroft Library, University
of California, Berkeley.

OLC Olivia Langdon Clemens

PH Photocopy

SLC Samuel L. Clemens

TS Typescript
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Yale

Geer’s

HHeT

LLMT

MTA

MTB

MTBus

MTE

MTeGWC

MTHL

MTL

MTLP

MTMF

Abbreviations

Collection of American Literature, Beinecke Rare Book
and Manuscript Library, Yale University, New Haven,
Conn.
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MTS(1910)
MTS(1923)

N6&/1

NGz
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Calendar

IN AN EFFORT to clarify the numbering of the notebooks, a new
sequence has been substituted for that originally used for the type-
scripts in the files of the Mark Twain Papers. Since the typescript
numbers have been frequently cited in print, this calendar lists both
the previous and the present numbering systems.

The calendar gives the inclusive dates for each of the notebooks
published in this and the two previous volumes and provisional dates,
in brackets, for notebooks to be published in forthcoming volumes.
The dating comes from references made by Clemens and from internal
evidence when there is no specific notation of a beginning or a terminal
date. The exact days when Clemens started or finished many of the
notebooks have been determined, but many others can be dated only
by month or season. A notebook’s dates are listed here only by month,
when known, and year. The headnotes discuss in more detail the period
of each notebook’s use.

Notebooks in Volume I

ForMER
No. No. Darte LocaTioN

1 1A June-July 1855 Missouri, Iowa

2 1 April-July 1857 Mississippi River

3 2 November 1860—March Mississippi River
1861

4 3 January—February 1865 California

5 4 March, June—September San Francisco,
1866 Sandwich Islands

XIx



XX

11

12

No.
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

20

21

10

10A

ForMER
No.

11

12

12A
12B

13

14

15
16

16A

March—April 1866

December 1866—]anuary
1867

May-June 1867

August—October 1867
August-December 1867

July 1868

June—July 1873

Notebooks in Volume II

DaTE

May-July 1877

November 1877-July
1878

July—August 1878

August—October 1878

October 1878—February

1879
February—September

1879
July 1880—January 1882
January 1882—February
1883
April-May 1882

Notebooks in Volume IIT

DaATE

Spring 1883—September

1884

September 1884—April

1885

Calendar

San Francisco,
Sandwich Islands
San Francisco to
New York City
New York City,
Quaker City
Quaker City
Quaker City,
Washington, D.C.
San Francisco to
New York City
England, Belgium

LocaTioN

New York City,
Bermuda
Germany

Switzerland
Switzerland, Italy
Italy, Munich

Paris, Belgium,
Holland, England
Hartford, Canada
Hartford, Mississippi
River, Elmira
Mississippi River

LocaTtion
Hartford

Hartford, Lecture
Circuit
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24
25
26
27
28
29
30

XX1

19 April-August 1885 Hartford
20 August 1885—March 1886 Hartford
21 March 1886—June 1887 Hartford
22 August 1887—July 1888 Hartford
23 July 1888—May 1889 Hartford
24 May 188g—August 1890 Hartford
25 August 18go—June 1891 Hartford
Forthcoming Notebooks
ForMER

No. DaTE

26 [August 1891—July 1892]

26A [May 1892~January 1893

27 [March 1893—July 1894]

28 [March—December 1895]

28A [May-October 1895]

28B [December 1895—March 1896]

29 [January—April 1896)]

30 [May—]July 1896]

31 [September 1896—January 1897]

32 [January 18¢g7—July 1899]

32A [January—July 1897]

32B [June 1897-March 19o0]

33 [1900]

34 [1901]

35 [1902]

36 [1903-1904]

37 [1904]

38 [1905-1908]

39 [1910]



