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PREFACE

A theory of syntax is largely a theory about the syntactic representation of
linguistic expressions. Views on how such representations are constructed
have changed radically from the advent of transformational generative
grammar in the 1950s to the present. In the beginning syntactic represen-
tations were constructed in two parts, one produced by a set of phrase
structure rules (a phrase structure grammar), and the other resulting
from the application of a set of transformational rules (the transformational
component) to the output of the set of phrase structure rules. The initial
formulations of phrase structure rules and transformations were relatively
unconstrained (certainly compared to what developed); they served prim-
arily as descriptive devices to account for the data of natural language
syntax. As the theories of phrase structure rules and of transformations
developed, their natural interdependence became clearer, so that changes
in one theory directly affected the other (e.g. introducing sentential recur-
sion in phrase structure rules leads to the transformational cycle). The
two theories were in turn significantly affected by the formulation of general
conditions on derivations and representations, leading ultimately to the
Principles and Parameters (henceforth P&P) framework where phrase
structure rules have been eliminated as a device from the theory of gram-
mar, and transformations have been reduced to their bare essentials. The
application of notions of economy for derivations and representations within
the P&P framework has resulted in further simplifications in the theory
of grammar, leading to the fundamental questions of the Minimalist Pro-
gram (MP) concerning basic issues of language design.

The papers in this collection are concerned with the fundamental con-
cepts, mechanisms, and analyses of transformational generative grammar.
We apply the notion “fundamental” broadly to include concepts, mech-
anisms and analyses that might have been superseded, but which have
significantly contributed to the basis of current work, as well as those of
the most recent proposals. As the recent resurrection of generalized trans-
formations stunningly illustrates, old ideas that have been discarded along
the way can be resuscitated and refurbished to play a central role on current
theory. Also, old analyses that have been abandoned in current work
may still turn out to be correct in principle and perhaps in detail as well

Xix



PREFACE

(see H. Lasnik, ‘Syntactic Structures’ Revisited, M.1.T. Press (2000) for
-discussion).

This collection covers the two central topics of syntactic theory: the
grammatical mechanisms that produce syntactic representations and
the principles of grammar that restrict either their operation or the repres-
entations they construct. The first three volumes mainly concern the former
while the last three volumes primarily focus on principles of grammar that
either restrict the application of rules, thereby constraining derivations, or
place well-formedness constraints on the representations constructed. Vol-
ume [ is devoted to the topic of phrase structure. Volumes IT and III cover
the topic of transformations: phrasal vs. head movement, and deletion.
Volume IV deals with principles that concern the locality of movement opera-
tions and the cyclic application of rules. Volume V concerns the subtheories
of Case, thematic roles, and binding. Volume VI covers control theory,
economy, and its development in minimalism. These topics are obviously
intrinsically interconnected, thus a chapter in one volume may also deal with
a topic covered in another volume. Papers have been organized in terms
of their most salient contribution. For example, Chomsky’s “Remarks on
nominalizations”, which makes fundamental contributions to the theory
of transformations as well as the theory of phrase structure, occurs in
Volume I rather than the volume on transformations that covers phrasal
movement. The importance of such papers for other topics will be noted
in the introductions to the appropriate volumes.

The theory of transformational generative grammar was of course
pioneered in the early 1950s by Noam Chomsky. For over half a century his
work has continued to set the research agenda for the field. As this collec-
tion illustrates, his contributions have been constant and fundamental.
Therefore we would like to acknowledge especially his kind permission to
reprint so much of this important work, including material which because
of space constraints had to be excerpted.

In constructing this collection we were aided by several other people who
we would like to acknowledge. Carlos Otero, the series editor, has been a
constant source of wisdom, encouragement and much else. Tomohiro Fujii
has provided indispensable assistance, both substantive and editorial, in the
preparation of these volumes. Cedric Boeckx and Jean-Roger Vergnaud
have been ongoing sources of good advice. And finally, we would like to
thank our colleagues whose work is coliected in these volumes.
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