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Preface

This textbook is intended as a thorough introduction to the study of
English words from a linguistic perspective. It introduces students to
the technical study of words in several areas: phonology, morphology,
syntax, semantics, language acquisition and historical linguistics, in
that order. Some introductory material is covered in each section, to
give students the theoretical tools they will need to proceed, and then
those tools are employed to analyze the English vocabulary.

This book will be of interest to students who have a general interest
in words ~ people whom Richard Lederer smilingly calls “verbivores.”

"They enjoy reading tidbits of word facts in language mavens’ columns,
word games and etymologies, but have never taken a linguistics or
structure of language course.

The text is designed to give students a command of the basic the-
ory in each area, skill in analyzing and understanding English words,
and the grounding needed for more advanced study in linguistics or
lexicology. Ultimately, however, the aim is to provide students who
will never take another linguistics-related course with a grasp of some
of the basic methods and questions of the field, viewed through the
window of words.
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xi



Preface

Meaning of Words.” My students and colleagues at the University of
Arizona provided invaluable feedback and expertise in many moments
of uncertainty. I would especially like to thank Michael Hammond,
Adam Ussishkin, Diane Ohala and Andrew Carnie for reading and
commenting on portions of the manuscript. Several teaching assist-
ants I have had over the years also provided feedback, including Bob
Kennedy, Jason Haugen, Sarah Longstaff, Gwanhi Yun and Xu Xu.
Thanks especially to Xu Xu for preparing the IPA transcription key.
The three anonymous reviewers of the manuscript for Blackwell
provided exhaustive comments that improved it considerably and
also saved me from many mistakes; I am very grateful to them. The
linguistics editors at Blackwell, first Tami Kaplan and then Sarah
Coleman and Ada Brunstein, have exhibited a combination of pati-
ence, persistence and tact that both reassured and motivated a fairly
skittish author. I also have very much appreciated Sarah’s and Margaret
Aherne’s guidance and hard work throughout the publication process.

Last but far from least, both my parents, Carolyn and Peter Harley,
read through the entire first draft manuscript and provided detailed
comments that have helped me no end. My husband, Art Torrance,
read through the manuscript not once, but twice, thinking through
each analysis and transcription, paying sharp attention to every"
comma and apostrophe, and saving future students from a great deal
of unnecessary confusion. He also has supported me throughout the
process with encouragement, snacks and late-night cups of hot choco-
late. I cannot express my gratitude to him and them enough.

Needless to say, the many flaws that doubtless remain are entirely
my responsibility!

Heidi Harley
April, 2005
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IPA Transcription Key

Consonants of English [ voiceless

place |labial labio- inter- alveolar |
dental dental
manner
stops P
fricative f
affricates
nasal
liquids (lateral)
(non-lateral)
glides
Vowels of American English [—I'tense lax
Front of Back of
T mouth mouth
Top of .
mouth ! Rounded
¢j
Bottom of T Tongue
motion
mouth



IPA Transcription Key

Transcription of British English

As discussed briefly on page 41, there are many dialects of English
with correspondingly many transcription systems. One of the most
widely used and taught Englishes is the broadcasting standard of the
United Kingdom, called ‘Received Pronunciation’, or RP for short.

In the text we use a transcription suited to American English, but
for the benefit of readers who are interested in using the RP transcrip-
tion system, the vowel symbols are presented in summary below (the
consonants are essentially the same as those presented in the text).
Also provided below are RP transcriptions corresponding to all the
American English transcriptions in the text, organized by page number.

Most of the differences between the two transcriptions have to do
with the different pronunciations of the two dialects, but a few differ-
ences are simply notational. For instance, rather than use the upside-
~ "down symbol /1/ for the retroflex liquid, the more usual symbol /r/
is used. Similarly, rather than representing the affricates in ‘church’
and ‘judge’ with a ligature arc over the two symbols which make up
their pronunciation, the RP custom is to print the two symbols closer
to one another — that is, rather than /tf/ and /d3/, the RP transcrip- -
tion uses /Y/ and /d&/.

RP vowel Transcription
sea, feet, me, field iz
him, big, village, women 1
get, fetch, head, Thames e

- sat, hand, ban, plait )
sun, son, blood, does A
calm, are, father, car a:
dog, lock, swan, cough D
all, saw, cord, more o1
put, wolf, good, look 1]
soon, do, soup, shoe ur
bird, her, turn, learn 31
the, butter, sofa, about 9
ape, waist, they, say el
time, cry, die, high ar
boy, toy, noise, voice o)
so, road, toe, know =Y
out, how, house, found au
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IPA Transcription Key

deer, here, fierce, near 19
care, air, bare, bear )
poor, sure, tour, lure U3

RP transcriptions corresponding to American transcriptions in text,
indexed by page number:

1
21
33

43
44
44

45

51

52

54

wot 1z 3 waid

saund an 'fjuart 'mglif fa'nvladsr

‘natfel, 'felau

'terkn, Irtl

'paulzf, 'polif

Exercise 2.7

09 'beendidy woz waund a'raund da wuind

Exercise 2.7, continued

Oer wa tu: klaus ta 05 do: to klsuz 1t

03 bak daz 'fanr 6mz wan 9o douz a: 'preznt

ta help wid 'pla:ntin ds 'farme toit 1z sau ta sau

0o wind waz tu: strop to waind do seil

'a:fter & 'namba av mn'd&sekfnz mar d3o: got 'nama

3'pon 'sizip 0a tear mn mar klaudz a1 fed s ts

a1 haed to sob'dzekt 0a 'sabdgikt tu: o 'siariiz av tests

- Study Problem 1

a. 'prefss, a'bilitr, 'waialis, In'telidsens, po'lait, 'kauvad,
sar'koladgi, in'kredab)’, 'neklas

b. nam, kem'pju:ts, feem'pein, 'nolid, @n'zarsti, du:'difss,
‘pikpokit, 's1zaz, jay

c. 'ristwof, waind, fan'vlads, traut, 'Yilip, bi'jond, dr'ler,
'detls, '6auznd, fadg

d. naif, repr'tifss, 'plarez, raid, ‘'sepks, 'diffoy, kram,
‘paiBwer, komplr'mentri, 'eksasarz

— Study Problem 3

Irt] biliiz f1f@ grexd ti:ffs koild 1z fads wan irvnin. “aim sori ta

tel ju: d1s,” fi: sed, “bat bili: fi:tid on 1z kwiz toder. hi: kopi:d

from &5 g3:l sitip nekst ts him.”

“a1 daunt balitv 1t,” 1z fads sed. “hav ds js nev da ga:l didnt

kopr di: sensaz of av biliiz test?”

“wel,” sed 0a tiitfa, “bau0 sets av ansoz w3: da setm 2:1 B3 wel

daun 39 peids, eksept fo 0a last wan. for deet wan f1 reut a1

daunt nau, an bili: ravt mi: ni:da”

founa'lodzikl waidz 'ko:lip o1l 'skraeb]' 'pletaz

XV
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60
62
63, 64
65
66
68
70
71
72
73
74
77
78
79
82

87
88

90

95

96
108
111
112
118
119
133
134
136
143
144
148
151
152
154
157
159
163
164

xvi

hi:, strin, teksts

trak, drop

'meni

stik, trar

kau, lar

leemp, speemd, deemz, ru:zd, bazd, Badd

bapt, baips

duz, bi:, sau

si:, a1sii0a'dpgis, si:d, ars

'fings, 'eeng9, 'tingly, 'mglif,

al win gelmz, 6in 'gru:sl, pain grausbi:k

'mada, a'p1d

d&on 1z 'aeragont, ragant

b1l 1z 'bamy o gr'ta:, ta:
belelzababheezadevilputasaidfomi:, bil 1z 'barn a gr'ta:, kis 0
skai, kis d1s gal

lizf, ka'lekt, in'heil, pa'lis, 'fitts, sauld, leep, 'mutkiy, 'leta
firw, 'tetbu

Exercise 4 is specifically about the pronunciation of American
English, so no RP transcriptions are given.

wed du: w3aidz kam from

plads1

I'lizabab, erdz, sa:z, diravei

bins

prit eend 'safiksiz 1gglif mo:'foladst

keet, kik 0o 'bakat, ad

an 'aepl, 3 lets ta &pn, stks av wan

itloktr, toks, amfaet

weag, weegld, snift, 'boksiz, waegd, peet, weidad, weid
snift, kuzd, plerd, wervd

In gritn, Inglif, In print, 'tmprint

"Irt]

moifa'lodzik] 1dirau'sipkrasiiz

1z

eifn, keifn, 1y

9's1st, a'sistant, a'sistants

et, iit, dakt, 'djuis

eidzd, exdsid

haus, 'havziz, 'fa:ds, waivz, narvz, wolvz, ka:vz
a'fifl, o fifa'lirz, 'tonsil, tonsi'lattis

'‘komplimant, kompli'mentr1, ka'nerdisn, 'kenada



169
172
174
179
180

185

193
196
199
218
222
224
225
226
227
228
229
232
239
270
271
272
273
276

IPA Transcription Key

1fa1, 'solid, so'lidrfar

‘kjuidps

a:, w3y, 1z, biz, gud, 'bets, wel, baed, wars

'@nalalz, o'neelasis, 'emnl

'maedik, ‘ekspidart, 'artifis, 'maelis, ma'dsifn, 'ekspr'difas,
'reefn, a:tr'fifl, ma'lifas

leksik]l si'meentiks 0o ‘strakfor av 'mimnip d9 'miinmy av
'straktfa

'evri, 0s

Oaxt, 'weda

braun

'f1ldren 'l3:inip waidz

'raebit, gaevagar

'reebit, maus

maus, grel, 'rabit, 'roudnt, 10

‘eenimal, 19, f3:, 'pitta

'raebit, 'piita

'pits, 'reebrt

to'morau

fio

'eeksidants av 'histri: mglif 1n flaks

fist, fert, fart

ir ar u:

kiin

kartt, rext, kit, reet, 'rertin, 'reetin

'keend], ,feenda'lio, kaep, ,feepa'reun, 'ka:s], 'fetalein, fea, fe1z
lop, 'ferr, sa'rirz, Yein, 'fiinjon, keelf, fers
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1

What Is a Word?

['wat 1z o 'wad/

In this chapter, we look at the intuitive notion of what a word is
and see that there are several perspectives on wordhood. A word
has different properties depending on whether you're looking at
it phonologically, morphologically, syntactically or semantically.
Essentially, we end up with two different notions of word: a
listeme — a sound-meaning correspondence — and a phonological
word, a sound unit on which the spacing conventions of written
English are based. Finally, we distinguish between necessary and
conventional aspects of wordhood.

1.1 Explaining Word in Words

Stop. Before reading any further, get out a sheet of paper and a pencil
(or fire up a word processor, or just introspect), and try to compose a
definition of the word word.

Exercise 1.1 Compose a definition of word.

Throughout this text, there will occasionally be exercises inserted
in the middle of discussion. You should stop and try to answer
them before reading on. Answers to the exercises are often given
in the text immediately below; you’ll be able to compare the
response you came up with to the discussion in the text, and
think about any differences between the answer in the text and
your own answer.



What Is a Word?
Here’s one possible first try:

Definition 1
word: a sequence of letters that we write consecutively, with no spaces.

How does that definition compare with your own? Yours is probably
better. One thing that is obviously wrong with this one is that it
depends crucially on the conventions of writing. Languages have words
before they’re written down. Let’s try again, trying to eliminate the
reference to writing:

Definition 2
word: a sequence of sounds that we pronounce consecutively, with no
pauses.

Hang on a minute - when we're talking, there’s not usually any pauses
between words. (Try listening for a moment to someone talking. Is
there a pause before and after every word? Where are the pauses?) We
do know, though, that it is at least possible to put pauses between
words when talking. Imagine you are speaking to someone for whom
English is a second language, and who is hard of hearing besides. To
give them the best chance of understanding you, you... would...
probably . .. talk ... rather...like... this, inserting big spaces between
words. (People talk like this when dictating, as well.) You certainly
wouldn’t insert spaces inside them. No one would say “y... ou...
wou...ld...pro...b...abl... y...” etc. Maybe we can use the
possibility of spaces in our definition:

Definition 3
word: a sequence of sounds which can be pronounced on its own, with
pauses on either side.

Hang on again! A word is not just any old sequence of sounds that can
be pronounced on its own. According to that definition, spimble or
intafulation or pag are words, and so are raise your arm or how are you
(you can pronounce them with space on either side, can’t you?). The
former, however, are sequences of sounds that don’t have any meaning
associated with them, and the latter are sequences of sounds that have
too much meaning associated with them. Intuitively, the former are
not words, and the latter are groups of words.

2



What Is a Word?

To help make the text clearer, when we're discussing the linguistic
properties of some word, the word will appear in italics. This
indicates that the word is just being mentioned - that is, being
discussed — rather than being actually used. This mention/use
distinction is hard to keep track of when it’s not indicated by
some distinguishing feature, such as italics.

It seems fairly clear that we have to include meaning in our definition.
The sounds that make up, for instance, the word word have a certain
meaning in combination that they don’t have by themselves, or when
they appear in other words (like water or murder). So the w sound in
word doesn’t mean anything by itself, nor does the -ord sequence, but
together, they have a meaning, even if it's a meaning that’s hard to pin
down. So for our final try, let’s look at the relevant definition in the
Oxford English Dictionary (OED), which is listed as definition number
12a in their entry for the word word:

Definition 4 (final)

word: A combination of vocal sounds, or one such sound, used in a
language to express an idea (e.g. to denote a thing, attribute, or relation),
‘and constituting an ultimate minimal element of speech having a mean-
ing as such; a vocable.

This is probably fairly close to the definition you came up with, albeit
perhaps with a few extra elements. The crucial part that we didn't
have in our earlier versions is the bit about the “ultimate minimal unit
of speech having a meaning as such.”

So consider our example word, word. The w doesn’t have a meaning
by itself, nor does any other individual sound. The first three sounds,
which we spell wor in the word word, do have a meaning of their own
(spelled were, the past plural of the verb to be), but that meaning is not
a part of the meaning of word — that is, the meaning of word does not
include the meaning of were. Other subsets of the sound sequence (or,
rd, ord) are similarly unrelated in meaning or meaningless. Word, then,
is a minimal unit of speech having a meaning.

This definition works to eliminate our counterexamples above from
consideration as possible “words.” Spimble, intafulation and pag are
units of speech that don’t express any idea, and raise your arm and
‘how are you are units of speech that have a meaning, but they aren’t

3



