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Gale’s publications in the
acronyms and abbreviations field include:

International Acronyms, Initialisms & Abbreviations Dictionary series:

" International Acronyms, Initialisms & Abbreviations Dictionary (Volume 1). A guide to
foreign and international acronyms, initialisms, abbrewatuons and similar contractions,
arranged alphabetically by abbreviation.

New International Acronyms, Initialisms & Abbreviations (Volume 2). Two interedition

supplements in which terms are arranged alphabetlcally both by abbreviation and by
meaning.

Reverse International Acronyms, Initialisms & Abbreviations Dictionary (Volume 3). A
companion to Volume 1-in which terms are arranged alphabet:cally by meaning of the
acronym, initialism, or abbreviation.

Acronyms, Initialisms & Abbreviations Dictionary series:

Acronyms, Initialisms & Abbreviations Dictionary (Volume 1). A guide to acronyms,
initialisms, abbreviations, and similar contractions, arranged alphabetically by abbre-
viation.

New Acronyms, Initialisms & Abbreviations (Volume 2}. Interedition supplements in
which terms are arranged alphabetically both by abbreviation and by meaning.

Reverse Acronyms, Initialisms & Abbreviations Dictionary (Volume 3). A companion to
Volume 1 in which terms are arranged alphabetically by meaning of the acronym,
initialism, or abbreviation.

Acronymes, Initialisms & Abbreviations Diétionary Subject Guide series:

Computer & Telecommunications Acronyms (Volume 1). A guide to acronyms,
initialisms, abbreviations, and similar contractions used in the field of computers and
telecommunications in which terms are arranged alphabetically both by abbreviation
and by meaning.

Future Subject Guide topics will include business and trade, health and medicine,
military and government, and associations and institutions.

Periodical Title Abbreviations series:

Periodical Title Abbreviations: By Abbreviation (Volume 1). A guide to abbreviations
commonly used for penodlcal totles arranged alphabetically by abbreviation.

Periodical Title Abbreviations: By Title (Volume 2). A guide to abbreviations commonly
used for periodical titles, arranged alphabetically by title.

New Periodical Title Abbreviations (Volume 3). Two interedition supplements in which
terms are arranged alphabetically both by abbreviation and by title.
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Preface to
the Second Edition

For a number of years, the usefuiness of Gale's Acronyms, Initialisms, and Abbreviations
Dictionary has been augmented by a companion volume, Reverse Acronyms, Initialisms, and

Abbraviations Dictiopary, in which the same entries are arranged alphabetically by meaning of the
abbreviation.

It was feit that users of International Acronyms, Initialisms, and Abbreviations Dictionary (1AIAD)
would also find a similar rearrangement of terms helpful, and the result is this edition of Reverse
International Acronyms, Initialisms, and Abbraviations Dictionary (RIAIAD).

International Series Comprises Three Volumes

As Volume 3 of the international series, RIAIAD lists the same 110,000 terms as Volume 1 (IAIAD),
butaccess is through the meaning of the abbreviation, rather than the abbreviation itself. Volume 2,
New International Acronyms, Initialisms, and Abbreviations, consists of two interedition supple-
ments to the main volumes. Each of these supplements is comprised of two sections: By Acronym
and By Meaning, thus incorporating features of both IAIAD and RIAIAD by providing two ways to
access the terms.

‘What Is Covered?

Reverse International Acronyms, Initialisms, and Abbreviations Dictionary contains the same
entries as /AIAD. The major criterion for inclusion is that a term be clearly international in scope or
be continental, regional, national, or local to a forengn area. Because A/AD includes British and
Canadian terms, they are excluded from /AIAD and RIAIAD (unless they have international
significance).

Over 150 countries are represented. The majority of terms are of current interest,but historical
entries are also included. The range of subjects covered is virtually uniimited and includes
societies; military terms, political parties, trade and commerce terms, labor unions, government
units, research centers, nuclear energy terms, and thousands of commonly abbreviated words in
nearly two dozen languages.

- Compilation and Format

Entries ip this series wére compiled from a variety of published sources, miscellaneous newspaper
and newsmagazine references, lists provided by foreign consulates, government publications,
terms provided by outside contributors, and independent research by the editorial staff.

In many cases, scurces gave the meanings of terms in the original languages, often accompanied
by English translations. Other sources, however, provided only the English meaning for a foreign-
language acronym or initialism. A given term, therefore, m:aht appear either under its original
language or under its English translation:

. Corps Polisi Militar [Military Police Corps] (IN). .. e CPM
Corrective LaborHome (RU)...................... e iDT

Major Sources Cited

'Each term from a major published source is followed by a parenthetical alphabetic code in small
capitals. In the-examples above, for instance, “(IN)” refers to Reference Aid: Glossary of Indonesian



Abbreviaflons and Acronyms and “(RU)" to Glossary of Russian Abbreviations and Abronyms. For
the user’'s convenience, a key to these symbols can be found on the end sheets. In addition,

complete bibliographical information about the publications cited is given in the List of Sources
Cited. ‘

Need for a Guide Evident
Foreign acronyms and abbreviations are created in at least ds great a variety of ways as are their

English counterparts. The most common procedure in any language is simply to use the initial
letters of major words in a term:

Agencia del Ministerio PUBNCO ......:...................... AMP

Sometimes, however, all words in a term aré represented in the initialism, including ar'ti’(:les,
prepositions, etc.: ‘

izba Kontroli Rachunkowej Pocaty | Telekomunikacjl ... IKRPIT
* Or, the first syllables or a part of each word, rather than initial letters, are used to form the acronym:
Cooperative des Producteur du Riz su Burundi . ... COPRORIBY

Frequently, foreign terms that are pa‘v"ticulaﬂy long are shortened by representing only the first
‘several words: o ‘ '

Accion Universitaria Democrata de ls Facultad de Derecho
yClenciss Sociales ............................ AUD

Yet another method uses only selected words, often the first and last, to create a telescoped form:

* Consortium Europeen pour is Developpement des Ressources
T Naturelies de FAfrique .............. CONSAFRIQUE

These and other intricate variations on the simple creation of an acronym or initialism make
essential a guide such as Reverse International Acronyms, Initialisms, and Abbreviations
Dictionary.

As pqlitfcal, economic, and cultyral interdependence among nations continues to grow, RIAIAD
will increasingly eliminate guesswork and tiresome searches by providing acceptable abbreviated
forms quickly and accurately in a wide gange of languages and subjects.

Comments and suggestions are wélcome.



Editorial Policies

A typical entry would provide the foreign-language word or phrase, its English translation,
identification of the language or country of origin, a source code, and the foreign abbreviation.
Many entries, however, do not contain all these elements; the completeness of a listing is
dependent upon the information provided by the source.

Many entries are without English translations, and others consist only of the English expansion of
the foreign acronym. It is felt, however, that even partial information will be helpful to a user and,
consequently, as noted in the preface, a given term might appear either under its original language
or under its English translation. If additional information or a translation becomes available in
future research, an entry will be revised.

Special Characters, Transliteration

It was recognized at an early stage of compilation that complete consistency would be an elusive
goal..RIAIAD includes.a muititude of languages, and sources vary in form and treatment of entries.
As a resuilt, most terms have been picked up exactly as given by the cited source.

Font limitations preclude the typesetting of diacritics, Iigatures, and so forth. Where possible,
however, affected letters have been altered according to accepted standards. (The German fuir
became fuer, for example.)

Not surprisingly, various sources reflect differing systems or phnlosophles of transliteration. No
attempt has been made to alter the original entries by applying a single system of transliteration.
The potpourri of languages and sources represented makes complete consistency ot treatment
impossible. It is felt, however, that since RIAIAD is aimed at a general audience rather than
linguistic specialists, the s:mpler course will serve.the needs of the general user satlsfactonly

Arrangemem of Terms

Terms are arranged alphabetically in word-by-word sequence according to the meaning of the
acronym, initialism, or abbreviation. If @ particular meaning has more than one lnntlalism"
representing it, the various ¢hoices are then subarranged alphabetlcally, letter-by- letter as they
are in Volume 1 (IAIAD).

Neither ampersands, articles, conjunctions, nor prepositions are considered in the alphabetizing;
hyphenated terms are treated as separate words. Material within brackets, such as English
translations, subject categories, or explanations, is not considered in alphabetizing. -

Entries containing digits follow the basic form of the phrase, but precede all alphabetic forms;
entries in which the number is spelled out are filed alphabetically; Roman numerals are filed as
letters.

For example:

Allanza [Alliance] [Spanish] (WER) ......... e A
Allanza [Alliance] [Spanish] .................oo i AL
Alianza 3 [Third Alliance] [Spanish] (WER).................... A3

Alianza Americana [American Alliance] [Spanish] (WER) ......AA
Alianza Anti-imperialista Argentina [Argentine

Anti-lmperialist Alliance] (LAY ...........ocoiveunnn AAIA
Alianza Anticomunista Argentina [Argentinian
Anti-Communist Alliance] .............cocoevvevnn AAA



Alianza para la Colaboracion Economica [Alliance for
Economic Collaboration] (LAt ... . ... ... <. ACE
Alianza Guatemalteca de Unidad Patriotica [Guatemalan

Committee of Patriotic Unity] Dy ... ......... AGUP
Alianza ll [Second Alliance] ....... .. . ... . . . . All
Alianza de lzquierda Nacional [National Lelt Alliance]

[Bolvian] (COLY ..o il N AIN
Alianza Popular {Popular Alliance] [Spanish] (ot ........ . AP
Alianza Revolucionaria Barrientista {Bo/ivian] (ppw; ... ... ARB

10



(ADA)

(AF)

(ARC)

(ASF)

(BL)
(CED)
(CL)

(CNC)

(COL)

- (C2)

List of Sources Cited

Unless further described in an annotation, the publications listed here
contain no additional information about the acronym, initialism, or
abbreviation cited in Reverse International Acronyms, Initialisms, and-
Abbreviations Dictionary.

Each of these sources contributed at least 50 terms. A number of other
sources, contributing only a few terms each, have not been included.

The Australian Dictionary of Acronyms and Abbreviations. 2nd ed. Comp. by David
J. Jones. Leura, NSW, Australia: Second Back Row Press Pty. Ltd., 1981.

Coltection includes unpublished material.

Reference Aid: Abbreviations in the African Press. Arlington, Va.: Jothubhcatlons_
Research Service, 1979. .

Agricultural Research Centres: A World Directory of Organizations and Pro-
grammes. 2 vols. Ed. by Nigel Harvey. Harlow, Essex, England: Longman Group,
1983; distributed in US by Gale Research Co., Detroit.

A world guide to official, educational, <industrial, and independent research
centers which support research in the fields of agriculture, veterinary medicine,
horticulture, aquaculture, food science, forestry, zoology, and botany.

Guide to Names and Acron yms of Organizations, Activities, and Projects. Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. Fishery Information, Data, and

- Sratistics Service and US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Information System Reference Series, Number 10,
1982. N.p.

Reference Aid: Abbreviations and Acronyms Used in the Bulgarian Press.
Arlington, Va.: Joint Publications Research Service, 1978.

Current European Directories. 2nd ed. Ed. by G. P. Henderson. Beckenham, Kent, -
England: CBD Research, 1981; distributed in US by Gale Research Co., Detroit-

Reference Aid: Abbreviations in the Cambodian and Lao Press. Arlington, Va.: Joint
Publications Research Servuce 1974.

Codes for the Names of Countries. National Bureau of Standards. Washington, D.C.:
US Government Printing .Office, 1983.

These standard codes, approved by the International Organization for Standard-
ization and the American National Standards [Institute, are used in the interna-
tional interchange of data in many fields.

chc:onano de Siglas y Aeronismos Colombianos. 2nd ed. By Adeia Sanabria
Parra. Bogota instituto Colombiano para el Fomento.de la Educacion Superipr,

" 1976.

Reference Aid: Abbreviations in the Czechoslovak Press. Arlington, Va.: Joint
Publications Research Service, 1970.

11



(EA) |

(EA-10)

(EG)

(EISS)

(GC)
(GC1)

(GEA)

(GPO)

(HU)
(IN) .

(IRC)

Encyclopedia of Associations. 21sted. Vol. 1, National Organizations of the U.S. Ed.
by Katherine Gruber. Detroit: Gale Research Co., 1986.

A guide to trade, professional, and other nonprofit associations that are national
and international in scope and membership and that are headquartered in the
United States. Entries include name and address; telephone and telex number;
chief official; and a description of the purpose; activities; and structure of the
organization.

Encyclopedia of Associations. 21st ed. Vol. 4, International Orgamzatlons Ed. by
Karin E. Koek. Detroit: Gale Research Co., 1987.

A guide to trade, professional, and other nonprofit associations that are
international in scope and membership and that are headquartered outside the
United States. Entries include name and address; principal foreign language
name; telephone and telex number; chief official; and a description of the
purpose, activities, and structure of the organization.

Reference Aid: Glossary of Spécial Terms, Acronyms and Abbreviations as Usedin
East German and Other German Publications. Arlington, Va.: Joint Publications
Research Service, 1875. .
Encyclopedia of Information Systems and Services. 7th ed. Ed. by Amy Lucas and
Kathleen Young Marcaccio. Detroit: Gale Research Co., 1987,

Aninternational guide to computer-readable databases, database producers and
publishers, online vendors and time-sharing companies, telecommunications
networks, and many other information systems and services. Entries include
name and address, telephone number, chief official,and a detalled description of
the purpose and function of the system or service.

Reference Aid: Abbreviatians, Acronyms and Special Terms in the Press of Greece
and Cyprus. Arlington, Va.: Joint Publications Research Service, 1977.

Reference Aid:‘SuppIemental Abbreviations, Acronyms in the Press of Greece and
Cyprus. Arlington, Va.: Joint Publications Research Service, 1983.

Government Economic Agencies of the World: An International Directory of

"Governmental Organisations concerned with Economic Development and Plan-

ning. A Keesing's Reference Publication. Ed. by Alan J. Day. Harlow, Essex,
England: Longman Group Ltd., 1885; distributed in"US by Gale Research Co.,
Detroit.

Covers over 170 countries and territories. Two introductory sections for each
area cover economic data and prevailing economic and political conditions.
Individual entries provide title, address, and names of chief officials of each
agency. Current activities and financial structure of each agency are also
detailed. An index of agency officials is provided.

Style Manual. Rev. ed. Washington, D.C.: US Government Printing Office, 1984.
Terms are inciuded in Chapter 24, Foreign Languages.

Reference Aid: Abbreviations, Acronyms, and Special Terms Used in: the Hun-
garian Press. Arlington, Va.: Joint Publications Research Service, 1978.

Reference Aid: IGIossary of Indonesian Abbreviations and Acronyms. Arlington,
Va.: Joint Publications Research Service, 1971.

Internationd1 Research Genters Directory 1986-1987. 3rd ed. Ed. by Kay Gill and
Darren L. Smith. Detroit: Gale Research Co., 1986 (And supplements, ed. by Darren
L. Smith, 1986).

A world guide to government, university, independent, nonprofit, and commer-
wirt research and development centers, institutes, laboratories, bureaus, test
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(LA)
(LA1)

(LAA)

(MAR)

(ME)

(ML)

(MSC)

(MSC1)

(MTD)

- (NAU)

(NRCH)

(PD)

(POL.)

(PPE)

facilities, experiment stations, and data collection and analysis centers, as well as
foundations, councils, and other organizations which support research.

Reference Aid: Acronyms in the Latin American Press. Arlington, Va.i Joint
Publications Research Service, 1979.

Reference Aid: Abbreviations and Acronyms in the Latin American Press.
Arlington, Va.: Joint Publications Research Servnce 1983.

Latin American Initialisms and Acronyms/Lista de Sig/as Latinoamericanas.
Santiago, Chile: United Nations Economic Commission for Latin'/America Library,
1970. Detroit: Blaine Ethridge-Books, 1974. -

Private collection of African.abbreviations. Lawrence Marwick, late head of the
Hebraic section, \Library -of Congress

Reference Aid: Administrative Structure, Mglitary Ranks and Organization, Police,
Monetary Units, and Abbreviations Related to the Middle East Press. Arlington, Va.. :
Joint Publications Research Service, 1976.

Reference Aid: A Glossary of Malaysian and English Abbreviations Appearing in the
Press of Malaysia and S/ngapore Arlington, Va.: Joint Publications Research
Servnce 1972.

Annotated Acronyms and Abbreviations of Marine Science Related International
Organizations. 2nd ed. Rev. by Charlotte’ M. Ashby. Washington, D.C.: US
Department of Commerce. National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. Environmental Data Service. National Oceanographic Data Center, 1976.

Annotated Acronyms and Abbreviations of.Marine Science Related Activities. 3rd
ed. Rev. by Chariotte M. Ashby and Alan R. Flesh. Washington, D.C.: *US
Department of Commerce. National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. Environmental Data Service. National Oceanographic Data Center, 1981.

A _Frer;ch-Engli.sh Military Technical Dictionary. By Cornelis De Witt Willco;(.'
Washington, D.C.: US Government. Printing Office, 1917.

Nautical Chart Symbols and Abbreviations. 7th ed. Washington, D.C.: Department
of Defense, 1979.

A Handbook of Acronyms and Initialisms. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
NUREG-0544. Rev. 2. Division of Technical Information and Document Control.
Washington, D.C., 1985.

Political Dissent. A Keesing's Reference Publication. Comp. by‘Henry W.
Degenhardt. Ed. by Alan J. Day. Harlow, Essex, England: Longman Group, 1983;
distributed in US by Gale Research Co., Detroit.

“An International Guide to Dissident, Extra-Parliamentary, Guerrilla and lifegat
Dolitical Movements.” Includes the history and aims of approximately 1,000
organizations, with details of their leaderships.

Abbreviations in the Polish Press. Translations on Eastern Europe: Political,

Sociological, and Military Affairs, no 88. Atlington, Va.: Joint Publications
Research Service, 1969.

Political Parties of Europe. 2 vols. Ed. by Vincent E. McHale. The Greenwood
Historical Encyclopedia of the World's Political Parties. Westport, Conn.:
Greenwood Press, 1983.

One of a series of reference guides to the world’s significant political parties.
“Ea . guide provides concise histories of the political parties of a region and
attempts to detail the evolution of ideology, changes in organization, mem-
hership, leadership, and each party’s impact upon society.”

13



(PPW)

(PPW1)

(RO)

(RU)

(SJT)

(SLS)

(TSPED)

“(TU)
(TVP)

(WEN)

(WER)

(YU)

Political Parties of the World. A Keesing's Reference Publication. Comp. and ed. by
Alan J. Day and Henry W. Degenhardt. Harlow, Essex, England: Longman Group,
1980; distributed in US by Gale Research Co., Detroit.

Covers historical development, structure, leadership, membership, policy, publi-
cations, and international affiliations. For each country, an overview of the
current political situation and constitutional structure is provided.

Political Parties of the World. 2nd ed. A Keesing's Reference Publication. Comp.
and ed. by Alan J. Day and Henry W. Degenhardt. Harlow, Essex, England:
Lorngman Group, 1984, distributed in US by Gale Research Co., Detroit.

Covers historical development, structure, !eadershib. membership. policy, pub-
lications, and international affiliations. For each country, an overview of the
current potitical situation and constitutional structure is provided.

Reference Aid: Abbreviations in the Romanian Press. Arlington, Va.: Joint
Publications Research Service, 1979.

Glossary of Russian Abbreviations and Acronyms. Aerospace Technology

_Division, Reference Department, Library of Congress. Washington, D.C.: US

Government Printing Office, 1967.

Reference Aid: Glossary of Specialized Japanese Terms. Arlington, Va.: Joint
Publications Research Service, 1974.

World Guide to Scientific Associations and Learned Societies/lntemationvales
Verzeichnis wissenschaftlicher Verbdande und Gesellschaften. 4th ed. £Ed. by
Barbara Verrel. New York: K.G. Saur, 1984; distributed in US by Gale Research Co.,
Detroit. -

Adirectory of more than 22,000 societies and associations in all fieids of science,
culture, and technology. International, national, and regional organizations from
150 countries are also included. :

Trade Shows and Professional Exhibits Directory. 2nd ed. Ed. by Robert J. Elster.
Detroit: Gale Research Co., 1987.

A guide to scheduled events providing commercial display facilities. including
conferences, conventions, meetings, fairs and festivais, etc. Entries include name
of trade show; sponsor name, address, and telephone number; attendance
figures; principal exhibits; special features; publications; and date and location of
shows. .

Reference Aid: Abbreviations, Acronyms and Speycial Termsin the Turkish Press of
Turkey and the TFSC. Arlington, Va.: Joint Publications Research Service, 1977.

Reference Aid: Glossary of Terms Used in the Vietnamese Press. 2nd rev.
Ariington, Va.: Joint Publications Research Service, 1976 :

Reference Aid: Glossary of Acronyms, Abbreviations, and Special Terms Used in
Dutch, Finnish, German (Western Europe), and Scandinavian Press. Arlington.
Va.: Joint Publications Research Service, 1977: ‘

\

"Reference Aid: Glossary of Acronyms, Abbreviations, and Special Terms Used in

the Western Europe Romance-L anguage Press. Arlington, Va.: Joint Publications
Research Service, 1977.

Yugoslav Abbreviations: A Selective List. 2nd ed. Washington, D.C.: Library of
Congress, 1962. '
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